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CHAPTER 


This book, written in January 1940, is Intended to 
press a claim for the inclusion, first, of the Jewish problem 
into the war- aims of the Allied nations, and secondly - into 
the scope of any all-round revisionist discussion that nay 
follow the war* 


Responsible people, X know, are getting Inpatient of 
laymen's insistence on extending the war aims of the Allies so 
as to include the redress of almost any grievance ever raised 
anywhere on earth. These responsible people firmly demand that 
a stop be put to this nonsense t they point out that the proper 

ut<0 

"alms" of a nation at war Is to remove those factors which have 
caused that war, and hardly anything else; whereas other 
grievances, however Justified, will have to be settled by some 
other method. 


Thosd responsible people are perfectly right? never- 
theless, and strictly In accordance with their argument Just 
outlined, the removal of the Jewish grievance is a claim most 
undeniably entitled to a prominent place among the genuine and 
urgent alms of the war - without prejudice to the place to 
which it is entitled among the questions to be dealt with in 
the after-war reconstruction talks* 





It is very useful for All of us to realise that there 
are, among the many question* of reconstruction raised in 
connect ion with the ver, these too quite distinct categories: 

*war alma * and "all-round revisionism". Much confusion would 
he avoided If hoth were fcept rlgourouely apart, A war aim la 
something which you actually and obviously fight for, and if you 
do not obtain It as an outcome of the war It will mean that you 
have been beaten, ?or Instance, if a repetition of acts of 

violence such as Poland's Invasion will not be rendered impossible; 

■■ 

the Allies will have loet the war; crushing the Has! regime is, 
therefore, a war aim. But such purposes aa, for Instance, 
re-establishing free trade between the nations, excellent as it 
is, cannot be called a war aim, A peace treaty can be signed 
without mentioning It and still be considered moat satisfactory. 

The removal of unreasonable trade barriers belongs to 
quite a different category of world needs: It Is one of those 

problems that await the great Revision, Revisionism is not by 
any means unconnected with the war: on the contrary, most of us 

feel that It would be a criminal waste of a tragic but great 
opportunity if such a cataclysm vere allowed to pass without 
leading up to some effort of all-round, thorough spring-cleaning* 
which does not mean that no peace can be made before It le 
effected. 
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War aims are alms for which nations are compelled 
to fight with steel and gunpowder* Kevieioniem embraces 
purposes which eon be discussed peacefully and settled without 
violence (even if not always without the pressure of implied 
threats)* It is to be hoped that* as progress marshes on* 
more and more problems will be solved by peaceful revision 
instead of by war. Per the present it is unfortunately India 
pensable to distinguish between the two aspects# war mime and 
revision. 


The proceed lug paragraph is not an academic essay* 
It has the very practical purpose of doing awey with the con- 
vention that the Jewish problem* though ripe for "revision" * 
is not to be considered a "war aim*. This contention is 
wrong*. The Jewish problem belongs to both categories* and 
above all to that of war- else* 
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Responsible statesmen and press organs have been 
heard recently bstraying some impatience with those voices out 
of the great public which attempt to bring up every overdue 
item of world-improvement as one of the ^lne qua non conditions 
for an acceptable peace* Those statesmen and newspapers are 
perfectly right* the circle of proper war-aims should not be 
extended beyond the really essential and indispensable Items. 
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Bwt the solution of tins Jewish tragedy la estaetly one 
of these essential and indispensable items* A peace treaty 
leaving the Jewish problem unsolved would not ensure anything 
like a durable pease* Jewish redress lea war aim* 

' 3?ha problem Is vast and complicated; it can obviously 
not be settled in all its details at one single peace^ conference 
those detail e will hare to he left over for the "revision* 
period which will follow the end of the war* J§ut complicated 
problems do not only consist of details! they also have roots* 
The root of the Jewish tragedy Is a matter of terrible urgency* 
it is actually one of the main factors that brought about this 
war* This root must be extracted t and this is a war aim, 

I wish to add also this to the distinction between 
"war aiae ,f and "revision 11 * 

War aims will b© discussed and settled at peace 
conferences* one or several conferences* Such conferences 
tend to be short and sharp* 

The Revision period* which will follow the signature 
of the peace treaty or the various peace treaties* will probably 
take the for of a protracted session* by something like a 
European parliament or perhaps a world parliament* Its labours 
may last years, may last even a generation* It may be called 
a new League of siatione, or a continents federation* or any 
other name. One thing is certain * all humanity feels that 
it must come and that must carry out the great reconstruction 
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It would doubtlessly have come without the pretext or the 
preface of thie war* simply by the pressure of realities* this 
war Jb perhaps only a secondary incident* It is not the ear 
that will reconstruct the universe t this will he accompli shed 
by the Revision period. The war will only burn or sweep away 
a few re oho impeding the reconstruction; cut out a few 
malignant tumours preventing any recovery* 

One of then is the o sneer called, the Jewish tragedy* 
Sven a beginning of universal reconstruction cannot he made 
unless this La out out* A war aim In the fullest scenes of 
the tena* 
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The Jewish tragedy 1 b not the microbe which has 
caused tills war. The Jewish tragedy la "only" that favourable 

medium or feeding-ground In which the microbe grew to maturity. 

Mysteries of mess psychology , when both the author 
and the reader are laymen, can best be explained, or at least 


illustrated, by metaphor and analogy* Several such present 

themselves to our mind In our case, to illuminate the Important 

organic rdle of the Jew-hunting in the growth and progress of 

the Armageddon monster* It may be compared to the rflle of 

"spice" or * sauce* which help the masse* to swallow a hind of 

poison-food which would be too ttmpala table without It; or of a 

lubricating oil for speeding down the chute a load which might 

get Block otherwises or of those thin sticks of ^wood^dry) a 

housewife lights to get the heavy logs or lumps of coal In the 

big fireplace catch fire properly, I will have to use all of 

them, but none of them Is quite exactly suitable to fit the 

case. After all, food can be swallowed even without the spice, 
the load can be pushed down without the grease, etc.: but 

Hast am would never have grown to such power without the help of 

antisemitism. "deeding ground for the micro be" is the bn; t 

simile best swt±a& meeting the case. 

The man in the street way not be congous of this 
Intimate connection between the acute forms of ant is emit ism 
and war- danger. He may even think it a monstrous exaggeration 



to suggest that Jew-beltlng in Uati Germany, however obj ection- 
able* was in any way responsible for, say, HitLer'a itt (regarding 
tha Anglo-French warn! ng which iag, the direct cause of the 
conflict. The man in the street can be expeat ed to dismiss 
such suggestions a case of megalomanlai "Those Jewe imagine 
that everything, weather and climate and earthquake, depends 
on what is going to happen to him. Of course the Hast pro* 
gramme and practice* beside the greed for world power and the 
cult of violence, also includes persecution of Jews, but the 
latter it just a concomittant, an accompanying phenomenon, not 
the essence, Saalam could have been Just as bad if there were 
no Jews on earth". 

This is utterly wrong. Tot destructive movements 
of the ftasi type, antisemitism is infinitely mors than a 
*« cno omit tan t * ? and Uasism would probably never have accom- 
pli shed such rapid and sweeping conquests if it had not been 
able to ride the anti -Jewish horse, 

Everybody knows that. In propoganda, the appeal of 
love Is slow end clumsy In comparison with the appeal of hate. 
Hate Is that piquant sauce which speed e up both the swallowing 
and the digestion of ideas and schemes, Su thermo re, that 

"sauce" can only be fully effective if the object of the hate 
Is within reach, well-known to all* easy and « on-danger ou s to 
attack. Had the Sasl propaganda, from its beginnings, been 
confined to preaching rebellion against the Versailles peace 
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terms and Snglish, Amerie an or Preach wic3c3d:rieeF» its appeal 

I 

hi i ght have “been etill powerful theoretically 9 hut its actual 

progress among the Basses would have been so slow that it Is 

doubtful whether It would ever hare gathered enough momentum 

for an explosion* A Versailles treaty is not a tangible 

palpable 

object for real tangible hatred i masses cannot feel concretely 
anetional towards an object which can only be seen at the 
public library* On the other hand* hating the English or the 
Americans or the Preach is either a torture to the hater himself 

] 

as long as he dare not express it by deeds* or a very dangerous , 

i 

I 

entreprlse if he tries prematurely to translate it into action* j 
There Is only one ideal object for mass training In collective | 
hate* and that is the Jew* He Is everywhere within reach* j 

he can be pointed out at any street comer; and he can be j 

insulted or assaulted with only the minimum of risk or with 
none at' all. To foster a movement of the Seal type without 
the dally use of Jewish targets would be like staging a 
pageant without rehear sale* j 

i 

l 

The world outside of Germany does not realise to . j 

■ 

what an al 1«* pr evading extent the Has! movement has* through all 

i 

the years of its existence* been dependant on its | 

f 

Jewish epiee for vitality and driving power* Theoretically* 
a complete gospel of German National Socialism could have been | 

i 

composed without any reference to Jews at all* rearmament* j 
militarisation of the Rhine di strict * restoration of colonies* | 
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Anschluss of Austria, annexation of the Sudctonl&nd, to say ■ 

i 

nothing of that childish scheme of social reforms devised in | 

19S3 by an amateur erudite called Peder, and Incorporated into 1 

!• 

the "immutable* programme of the party, and a little later 5 

\ 

abandoned!- all these could have been preached just as I 

forcibly had their authors never thought of | 

Israel and Judah, hut those authors evidently felt, from the ; 

} 

very beginning, that nothing of all this would "go down* 5 

properly with the masses unless seasoned with the all-powerffcl 

■1 

epics. The result was that not one spoonful of the dish was jj 

7 '■ 

served without the spice t not one single ditch crossed but on ;i 


the * Jewish" stilts. 


It is foolish to explain this infatuation by using 

" [ ■ 

the term "mania ", 7ith a few exceptions, the %si chiefs are '} 

’ l 

as sane as any other government or party leaders in any other ;! 

country. Her Is it "sadism"* nor any other abnormal urge ; | 

rooted in the morbid sttbooi&ioue of men almost each one of whom, 1 

1 j 

when defeated and shorn of his war-paint and examined in the 

; 1 

ordinary light of drab everyday reality, will probably be found |[ 

1 

to be just drab average, gome of then (if not most of them) ! 
have long, and qftite credibly, been reported to confess how 
endlessly "fed up" they were with the necessity always to talk 1 

i 

i 

of Jews, Jews, Jews, One does not do such things for pleasure! j 


one does it only because of necessity. They knew that their 
propaganda would not win through fast enough end wide enough 
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•without the eauee. It Is oaU thunks to the sauce that It has 
won through no wide and so fast. The word ojilZ has J«»t b««“ 
itallmsgeised with full reeponsabillty. not In the sense (let 
It he repeated) as though Jew*- halting belonged to the reel 
eteenee of the hasl eontraband - whieh It does not. hut because 
Jew- halting has prowed a powerful lubrioant without which the 
logd would hare crawled Instead of eliding down ae It Aid. 

(All this le not new. at leant not to us Jews. As 
early as In the eighteenth eighties, after a pogrom i» the 
Ukraine, a Buesian socialist party published a manifesto trying 
to comfort all friends of liberty by arguing that an anti- 
Jewish pogrom was. after all, not eueh a bad thing, being 
rather In the nature of a rehearsal, the peasants only begin 
by attacking the * J.»«, they will continue by maesacring the 
polios and will end by smashing autooraoy. - Tears later, also 
in Russia. U was a Jewish rewolutlonary who ohimsd in, with 
the often quoted formula, 'Jewish blood Is best f° T 
ailing the wheel* ot progress*-). 



4 

:;m 

■■Li 

Sh! 

1H- 

..^1 


)! 

IS 


% 


I! 

u 

’ i 

is- 

IS 

i\ 


it 



V 

ih 


i 

Hi 


n 




The suooeee of the Reel experiment has prowed lnetrue-; ; •• 

tlve. Sow. in the light of the present eonflagration, the whoUj;> ^ 

a Jieoke Tory much like a gradual shunting | j. 

etory of the last decadejloolc. wery ... ether of the i 

, .ewsral nations "falling ln“ Into the one or :l 

of seroral ^ lt le really striking and I 

two great oampe about to ela. . of i 





Joining the enamy fcksxk of the Ye at era trio ole (be it even only [ : 

[ ' 

a hesitating attempt, eoon to he abandoned), it invariably begun ' 
lay qualifying for admission In the same and only ^ay - through 
a dose of the "Jewish" spies, That was the meaning of the 
Goga-intennesao in Roumania* for a moment. In the autumn of 1956*1 

i 

L 

that country's ruling circle oscillated clone on the hr ini: of an j 
anti-Western orientation - and the firdt visible symptom of It 

M 

was the application of that same ‘•lubricant * » a violently anti- 

r I L 

Kami tic cabinet and a broadside of anti -Jewish legislation. i 

■ '"i 

A few weeks later the antl-'tfestern orientation was found uadeal- 

^ . i 

Table - and Mr. ! 3oga^dismisoad and hi a legislation quashed, ; J i 

This Is not the moment to dwell on that abort-lived incident ’■ ' ■]{ 

"' * 

longer than strictly necessary for pointing out its moral, but 

1 '■ 1 . r 

the moral is obvious and should not be forgotten* 


Still lees opportune would It be just now to emphasise the 
Italian analogy t yet it Is one even more striking than 
Rourcania ' s example. In Houmanla there had always been anti Se- 
mitic tendencies among the mas sent so there was, at least, 
something (or even much) for a gambler to gamble upon. But 
Italy l It is not enough to say that Its people, for half a 
century at least, had genuinely forgotten all about d iscrimi- 
nating against a Jew* they had actually loet^nter catcall) 
in noticing who was a Jew and who wasn't. Yet, when the time 
came for swinging the country into a certain "orientation™ » in ; 
some mysterious way it was Immediately felt that the new course 




xs 


1 

H 

i 




would not run sufficiently smoothly without & coat of^the 
regulation grease. The lubricant hero was applied half-hear- 
tedly, with evident repulsion, with countleos apologies - as 
something one does admittedly coat re-oo our, and only because 
one muoti because , for that kind of job, this kind of black 
mass is In-dis- pen- sable. 


I am Either a historian nor a sociologist, and raise 
no claim to being fully able to explain shy it is "indi spensableV 
Matty a time have I, too, asked ray self this questions innumerable 

| 

ware had been fou^bt in tbs past, yet never was any such neeei- j' 

t 

city to prepare for it by such especial emphasis on the Jews, 
tfhy does it appear so' necessary now ? 

One explanation is perhaps an almost comforting oust 
progress. The world has been moving on after all despite all 
our scepticism, Masses can no longer be sent to die simply by 
order t now they need some ii kind of 'religion 11 to die for, j 

It may not have been a mere word when sene observers of, for j 

i 

instance, the Spanish civil war affirmed that the programmatic [ 

l. 

differences, or the clash of real interests, between Burgos and | 

Madrid were infinite solmally small - it was not a fight over \ 
tangible issues but a pure and pnaerre , de religion . 
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Bur & *religi on" to fit Germany's claim to domination 
roust Be a formidable one* Populations speaking ^rma dialect® 
and o coupling contiguous territories la Europe count close to 
one hundred all lion, as against 40 to 45 ml 11 lone each of 
Britishers* Pr enehmeii or Italians. Bare Is an inherent sug- 
gestion or temptation of supremacy In these figure si not Just 
of ascendency or predominance or Influence hut of actual sub- 
jugation* of power such as a slavs-Gtm&r could wield over hie 
Hegroee, That temptation can only he curbed By some extremely 
powerful spiritual self -discipline! by that combination of 
countie so traditions - ethical * philosophical* religious* 
cultural* democratic traditions - which we call civilisation or 
progress* All these had to he swept away before & nation with 
such a library as the Gormans could, he made to regress ten 
centuries Bach to a creed as primitive and cynical as thisi 
'jr« Germans are the salt of the earth* our neighbours 1 land is 
our iebensraum* their human value cam only be acknowledged in sc 
far as it is useful to usj we may Impose farced labour on their 

youths* we may drive them away from their teraex towns and 

■. 

villages to make room for Germans - all that will Be good and 
will Be right* and any opposition to it will be criminal* and 
the means to be used in suppressing such opposition need not be 
weighed In any balance of ethics But only in the Balance of 
efficiency. 
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III re-reading thi a paragraph I arc conscious that 
much of this mentality -vac of course displayed In primitive 
conquests ouch as those described in my own Old Testament} 
also thousands Of years later - in Europe* s colonial policy 
since Columbus* day and down to perhaps a oouplc of generations 
ha oh* It is a silly pastime to "defend" ancestors: I would 

not spend one drop of ink on the bestiality of Gideon , nor a 
minute of ay time on reading a justification of the bestiality 
of Cortes. Yet all this has ac bearing on our theme, 3S& for 
those ancient or bygone days the mass-mind of humanity was so 
easily accessible to relapses of bestiality that there was no 
need for any profound moral revolution before effecting the 
relapse. But the last century has brought such conceptions as 
humanity a nd equality really home to the minds of countless 
millions! now, to wash all that away in clearing the ground 
for the return of the boast, a formidable effort is required. 

And a formidable amount of training by rehearsal, by 
cheap and easy experimenting in corpora will. The dormant 
brute in German souls seems to have been hibernating very 
near to the surface, but even so It had to be eonverted to 
beastliness and cruelty by gradual drill. Like Voltaire's 

H 

God, if the Jews had not existed they would have had to be 
invented for the purpose. 



It wotild be criminal blindness, on the part of eastern 
etatesanshlp, to disregard the hie tori cal truth of this enquiry# 
When the tfs&is across the frontiers, or their hireling* in 
Britain and France, yell or whisper that this lea "Jewish ?ar* 
they are perfectly right t the mi ©robe would hare died had it 
not been allowed to feed and multiply on the Jewish tragedy# 


Boland's part in that ’’Jewish* pre-history of the 
«sr is a chapter "by itself* I shall have to speak of Poland 
Its tMe hook in other connect lone i Here 1 only vlah to point 
out the curious and painful of her historical rflle 

during those twenty years of her renewed existence, It was a 
ported during which the new world war was hatcHlngi during 
Which her government did nnoh to prevent it j hut It so hap* 
pened that, after Germany herself* Poland was* objectively* the 
main ground where the war-micro bee bred* 

There Is a story about the late K&rshel Pileudski r s 
Interview with an Important French envoy* soon after the tfssi 
conquest of the power In Berlin, The Frenchman was trying 
to persuade him to Join France and England (plus* of course* 
Soviet Russia) against Germany, Filsudskl took hie guest to 
a big wall map* showing Poland aqueesed in between the U*S*£*E* 
and Germany* and said) *If these two clash some day* all their 
battles will be fought on our soil, Sow you just Imagine that 
this soil is not Poland but France* and tell me What would he 
your policy then 1 ** 

From the moment Pllandeki took the power In 1926, 
perhaps even before that* the policy of the Polish Republic 
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was dictated by this paraawunt aim no war on Polish noil* 

In those days It was* in all minds* tantamount to "no war 
at all 1 ** Of all intensely* Inherently* tngralnedly peace- 
minded countries* Inland wan probably the no at genuinely 
aarloust not because of what Is called pacific© but because 
of somethin# much ©ore effective than pacifies - obvious unmis* 
taxable interest* 


And at the sane time* all that Saet-Centr&l sene of 

Europe - we call it "Europe* S*C«" - stretching from Klga on the 

Baltic down to Constantsa on the Black Sea was uninterruptedly 

ilclnd of' 

vws seething with the most unheel thy^so ci al fewer} and its 
centre* and the main focus from which it radiated Jforth and 
South* was Poland* It was* of course* the sente evil again i 
the "Jewish "fever* 


Its source was the statistical fact that the Jews 

were ten per eentt' of Poland 9 ft total* and about one third 
of Poland ** urban* population* This fact violated and perverted 

every at via value* "DetHoarnay ' 1 In this atmosphere meant that 
In the townhalls of Star saw* Cracow* Xemberg* Lads* of every 
important elty* Poles would have to share mastery almost evenly 
with Jews* that was what it meant* or so people thought* 
"Equality *cf rights 11 in this atmosphere meant that In every 
branch of economy that requires some learning* the long-urban- 
ised Jew will overtake and beat hie Polish competitor* son or 
grandson of slow-witted peasantry* or so people thought 
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It does not natter hov unfair and ont«l this rings* In 
Poland# that was the constant all-deafening din filling the 
Tory air of her public life* Jo shall see in another 
chapter how true It is that In none countries It is not 
"anttf'scnltlem of men* hut^antleamitiem of Things* which 
decides* here wo have a convincing illustration of that 
rale* 

The result vee that for twenty years Poland mas 
always on the brink of some ugly Inner convulsion* Thin 

does not by any means suggest that the Jewish question was 

her only painful spot* neither the only# nor perhaps the 

main one* Poland's Ukrainian problem* for one* was doubtless 

of deeper gravity* But this* or any other of her Internal 

t 

difficulties » did not possess that especial end coursed pecu- 
liarity of antisemitism - the talent never to atop* never to 
relax* to fester end distill venom day and night and again 

in the morning* something like a chronic cold in the heed* 
not a grave disease In Itself hut a constant invitation to 

all other kinds of disease* Party strife in that ‘•climate* 

become murderous hate; or i tides) degenerated into calumny; 

the whole temperature end temper of all public life reminded 

one of the atmosphere within a fees** besieged fortress* 

Saps cl ally since Pllsudskl's death# the government always* 

to a friendly onlooker* seemed like cheerfully but rather 

anxiously defending a trench * and that on a volcano* 
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Yet this was Poland, by else and numbers and prestige 
th« o antral rook of "Suvope, S f C» l ' t Had alia ’boon given, by 
God or fate, a chance of developing oalmly end steadily, Her 
Influence would Have e toadied the whole of that sons and would 
Have made of it a real "Third Europe* » a cohesive force capable 
of adhering it# German neighbour despite all hie numerical 
strength ("Europe, 3*5, " hae it self a population not far from 
100 Billion), Ae it was, Poland ’ e car el awing f everi abases 
only acted an a constant encouragement' for the neet where bird# 
of prey were hatching. 

The conclusion la alesr* m restoration, in Central 
or Kast-Central Europe, will He any uee to durable peace if the 
ear coma-root from which entieemltlaai flows la not out out* 

Among the factors whose Interplay has. produced this war, that 
".Jewish" root - "Jewish* the Jews - was at the root of 

all* The war will have been fought In vain, the victory 
worse than a lie if it is left stuck in the ground to poison 
the future. 
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It is useless to ask how reuch of It the reader has seen 
In the general Allied press . Yet all these are not event® of 
some remote earthquake, or antipode typhoon, * some thing which 
after all is no concern of ours" from the standpoint of, say, 
eacro egolemo ; these are the direct results of the conquest of 
Poland for which the Allies solemnly assume reeponsability* 

Under these conditions a conspiracy of silence is 
unforgivably insult inf'. But its main harm is in the inevitable 

suggestion that the Allies are ashamed of having Jews as fellow- 
suff^rers* There is# both in England and S'ranee, a acral under- 
world ever trying to "get at 1 * the non-def eati st carap lay the taunt 
of a "Jewish war"! which, as we have seen, Is in a sense nat 
quite entirely wrong, But polite society evidently shrinks 
from such "pornography". The result is that the Jewish fellow- 
sufferer la denied jfcfe even the last and most elementary priviledge 
of a sufferer; to have his locoes registered in proper and fair 
perspective# so that he may at least hope, when the day comes for 
all-round redress, restoration and retribution, to present his 
claims on equal terms with others. The only explanation of the 
conspiracy - whether instinctive or planned - is that It is not 
desirable that the Jewish claim should ever be presented. 

This is a foolish policy; if continued# it can only 
drive all world Jewry to bitter and dangerous conclusions. 


Sane desultory attempts hare, howarcr, been made ty 
■beat-class British statesmen to include the Jewish question 
into the scope of the Allied wains. ' The nen I an going to 
quote are wort by of all respect, and their intentions unimpea- 
chably sincere and benerolent. The more disappointing *111 

bs the conclusion any Jew will hare to draw from their compared 
utterances. 


Should any more pronotmcemesritB on the subject have 
appeared before this boo* goes into the printing machine, they 
will be mentioned in the concluding chapter? but there is 
little hope that they can appreciably change the picture, 

Ac it is* the picture la extremely arid. It boils down to 
as you were , It is, of course, foreshadowed that Germany ^ 
Austria, Chechoslovakia and Boland will once again become 
liberal Republics, and there will be a reinforced League of 
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Tho range of these excellent pledges will be the 

better appreciated If the reader recalls that equal rights 

for Jews* even In East-Central Europe* Is nothing new* On 

the contrary, the legal recognition of this principle is 

almost in ewe ly one of these states Just as old as the state 

it self „ Only auetria-Hungary was older than its Jewish 

^ equality law, eet on her statute book in 1867, When the 

Berman Empire was fromed in 1871, its imperial constitution 

established equality for all irrespective of creed or origin, 

ifffcen the Berlin treaty (1878) definitely put into shape 

Roumania, Serbia and Bulgaria, it was guaranteed by the same 

treaty that in all of them all citizens would enjoy equal 

rights, Rhen the peace treaties of 1919 created Poland, 

Czechs Slovakia and the Baltic States, special minority clauses 

were solemnly Inserted to ensure equality, and to avoid any 

evasions the Jewish Minority was explieitely named as one of 

the beneficiaries? to say nothing of the League of Rations 

which was to supervise and guarantee. To tell once again hew 

all this proved ineffective would be tedious? the only item 

that may tickle the reader's curiosity in that pre-war 

Roum&nia never to ole the equality clause seriously, openly 
^rested her Jews as "foreignera’ 1 , and never had any trouble 

on that account with any of the signatories of the Berlin 

treaty - one of whom was Great Britain and another ITranee, 
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nations to loot after the treatment of minorities* On the 
other hand, Jew® are honestly warned by Sir Archibald Sinclair 
{who ought to he sincerely thanked for saying the only essential 
word in all this cant} that actual and permanent supervision of 
Internal developments in a sovereign country by outside organs 
is Inpracticablej in other words, the reality of any statute 
or treaty clauses about equal rightB will ultimately depend* in 
Germany on the good will of the Germans , in Poland of the Poles* 
Roumania and Hungary, being as yet not at war* are not mentioned, 
but the obvious inference Is that in these two countrios outside 
supervision if the Jewish position is also out of question* 

This disposes of some #*000,000 Jews still living in 
the sons which, for 20 years* has been the main theatre of acute 
Jewish distress* Apart from cant, what they are really promised 
is nacfcax status quo , .ante. This is presumably what is expected 
to keep the Jew enthusiastic for an Allied victory* 

The general public* some Jews probably too, are very 
far from reel! sing all the positive and hideous horror of the 
prospect this situation Involves, It is worth analysing that 
prospect*© details In the four chapters that follow. 





^ : 

se, 

\ y 

jhHherraore, I also belelve that all these peoples* restored to 
safety and ssaity, will honestly try to devote themselves to sober 
restoration, I beleive that they will detest war; l hope they 
*ill* at least for a generation's life-time* discard all thought 
of armed * revanches"; I expect them to give much more active 
support to the new League of Rations* or the European federation* 
or whatever else it is to he called* than that which was enjoyed 
by the old Geneva one. True, one point is not quite clear yet 
even to a trustful beleiver, and that is the manner in which they 
will settle all those spile ey questions of ethnically mixed pro- 
vinces 30 as to satisfy everybody and stamp out irredentloms 
hut so fervent is nor desire to belelve that X prefer not to thittfc 
of the spilce®i everything will somehow get adjusted In time* 
with a great deal of labour but without any more disasters, 

Some people nay find ray optimism absurd: X deny it* my cheerful 

expectations are soberly and moderately realistic* Credo, aula 
gOR absurdum . 

There is* however* one aspect of optimism vhlch even 

the most eanguin among the sober should discard utterly and 

pitilessly* this is the beleif that the anti -Jewish cancer can 

also be cured by such means as liberal constitutions and League 

of Rations supervision, Eo doubt, everything that is suitable 

to the subject will be duly inserted Into those constitutions 

e 

and into the League's sew Covenant. ensuring the inviolability of 

equal rights for all. But the enforcement of those constitutions 

will have to be left for every country in the hands of local 
governments; and democratic elections will mean that those 





governments will be as trxily representative of the attitudes 


of the masses &a only possible* It Is therefore on the mass- 
attitudes that the actual wording of any equ&l~rlghts paragraph, 
so far act Jews* righto are Intended, will depend* Sot so in 
the oa.se of other minorities: they mostly live in close terri- 

torial clusters, district a or at least cantons, and can more or 
less look after themselves if left alone. The Jews live scatter- 
ed throughout predominantly Gentile towns and villages: on every 
step. In the street or in life, they are exposed to the good will 
or the ill will of the local majority. To pretend that under 
conditions ouch as these any essential results can be ensured by 
law is a childish idea* ffOH credo qul absurdum , 3for do I 
admit that any statesmen, even among those who profess to expect 
such magic effeets from legislative Incantations, are being really 
sincere about it* 


Germany £ Jews) and Austria ( Jews)* 

The present situation in both is so universally known 
that it needs no futher elaboration* what does is the past of 
German anti semi t ism, for a myth is being created to the effect 



so. 

that the evil originated with, the advent of a person called 
Adolf Hitler and torn in 1888 *■ so that if he can be removed 
it will disappear. But the truth is that Hitler has .Just as 
mush to do with ±t that evil as Hapoleon had with the invention 
of gunpowder. Napoleon did not invent it, he only made magni- 
ficent use of it; and when he went* others came and surpassed 
him* 


Germany - and for this purpose she included Austria long 
before the Anschluss - has ever been the first and foremost 
end paramount workshop of modern antisemitism. Here, not 
anywhere else* was the discovery made, and the principle 
proclaimed* that the objection to the Jews is not religious 
but racial, and he must therefore be persecuted 6ven If 
baptised. Hare, not anywhere else, was anti 6 emit ism sublimated 
to the ranh of a scientific philosophy* In no other nation 
was Jew-hatred as a nhtt school of thought openly Joined by 
such a large number of men really prominent* some of them even 
first-* rate, In various walis of spiritual leadership; 
Schopenhauer, Feuerbach, Drlbring* Trei techiest even Houston 
Stewart Chmberlaln, to become a success, bad to settle in 
Germany* Also in Germany* not anywhere else, was the prsctl- 
cal aspect of antisemitism modernised and perfected! what had 
been a mere tendency for desultory street-rioting was* through 
German Initiative* sublimated into a political system. 

Stoeeher and Ahlward founded the movement in Berlin* bringing 
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into the Reichstag, in about 1893* the first hunch, of deputies 
solemnly and quite democratically elected as Anti semi, t i ache 
Jterfcel t and in Vienna* two years later, Lueger triumphantly 
conquered the Vienna towhhall on a platform whose main, or rather 
only* * plant* was Jew-hat red, and became burgomaster amid scenes 
of the wildest Tease- enthusiasm* and kept his seat for decades* 

All this had been happening for three quarters of a century long 
before a Steal party was conceived* 

It is foolish nonsense to pretend that Germans are only 
displaying antisemitism by order* so when the order will be 
withdrawn through liquidation of Nazism they will forget all 
about It* Germans abroad* who run no risk if they chose to 
disobey orders from Berlin* have amply and repeatedly shown that 
TTazism attracts them through its own fascination and not through 
fear of the Gestapo- The clearest proof was the Saar plebiscite* 
1935* held under ideally democratic conditions* with British 
gendarmes ensuring the fullest freedom of propaganda, conscience 
and votes out of 525*000 valid votes* 477*000 were cast for 
incorporation in Hazi Germany. Perhaps still more significant 
are* In quite recent days* the very imposing pro port ions of 
Germans In Italy* Latvia* Asthenia who accept the call to return | 
to Germany - nearly auto eht ones all* descendants of conquerors j.,. 

and settlers of God knows how many centuries ago* leaving mostly 

%■ 

comfortable homes and respectable social positions for the 
pleasure of enjoying the Baal atmosphere* To ^top it all* 

(i 


Z2. 


there iw that record of front# sincere* full~ throated * really 
totalitarian Joy displayed by all classes of the Vienna crowd# 
in the first weeks after the Anschluss* when * Jewish ladies in 
fur co ate" wore ordered to scrub pavements and the mob flocked 
to vat oh and yell with delight* and mothers lifted babies over 
neighbours* head a to have a good look at the lovely eight* 

*3y order"? Of course there must be an order to unleash the 
innermost brute* but the wain point is the pr ssenoe of the brute 
underneath# and what a multitude of the® 2 

Antisemitism is traditionally and organically endemic 
in Germany; not in Germany alone by any means* but in no other 
country vors than in Germany* Here again* being neither a 
sociologist nor a student of psychology * 2 will not attempt to 
explain the phenomenon: but it would take a fool or a liar to 
deny the phenomenon* 

The collapse of tfasism# however* can bring no essential 
remedy to this endemic poison* I am realist enough to allow 
for the so- called swing of the pendulum: when Hitler goes there 

may be same hind of popular scurry to atone for the anti serai tic 
orgy# partly for ? opportunist reasons but pertly also* no doubt* 
out of genuine disgust at the more nakedly brutal forms 
the oerseeution had taken* Then# of course* there will have vO 
be those ©Quality— clauses in the peace treaty and the new consti- 
tution* Still more: there is not the slightest doubt that marc y 

Jews who were forced to leave Germany since 1933 will then be 
moat ardently willing to return and forgive and forget: sorae 
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'because of discouraging experiences while in exile, same cut of 
genuine attachment to the German land and civilisation. But 
all superficial optimist should he warned that the result of all 
this b&ckvaah will he - almost immediately* perhaps only within 
a few weeks after that new j=?dit de ffantee which will have opened 
the new era - a venomous recrudescence of the in curable tumor. 

One shudders to think how venomous. Aftart from racial 
Idiosyncrasies* sheer material interest will provide a formidable 
dose of high explosives of unparalleled and terrific power. At 
thmxasrst a conservative estimate, over 300,000 Jewish bread winners 
of all kinds have been affected by the regime since 1933 In 
Germany and since 1933 in Austria: most of them [and the propor- 

tion is ever increasing) thrown a£ out of employment or profession 
altogether, a dwindling minority still clinging to sorry remnants 
of entre prise or Job. All they have lost has been grabbed by 
Aryans. That "all* includes myriads of eosnaercial and Industrial 
positions from directors to typists or shop-assistants* heavy 
thousands of professional Jobe from panel doctor to Journalist* 
plus a comparatively important percentage of civil servants from 
school teacher up to judge and chief constables middle class* 
intelligentsia* haute-bourgoisle jobs all of them * just among 
the most conspicuous* the most vocal* and the touchiest strata of 
modern society. To all of them the return of the Jews will mean 

a flood of extremely dangerous competitors , in many cases better 
qualified than their present remolaeanta . in most cases faced 
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with the alternative "reconquer or starve*, and in all cases 
morally entitled to an admitted gri evtmtus, come thing of an Suoch 
Arden cl la® only much more poignant because originating In 
admitted injustice. 


The kind of welcome expecting them Is clear. I do not 
presume to foretell how soon It will rise to the pitch of direct 
persecution, and how the Inevitable <le facto denial of "equal 
rights* will he disguised to suit the constitution and the peace 
treaty; hut It should ever he kept In mind that under a democratic 
constitution the power is hound to he predominantly influenced* 
first, by that endemic Idiosyncrasy, - secondly, by that menace 
of competition close and serried as never before, Sbr should 
anybody he misled by the pleasant souvenir that. In the sweet 
old days of Bismarck and of Vilhelm the Last, anti- Jewish prin- 
ciples used to he put into practice with restraint and moderation, 
without any ugly and disorderly brutality i so that the now 
after-wax regime, under which all "brutality will of course he 
strictly prohibi t/ed by numerous paragraphs, may after all prove 
"not so bad** at least not so bad for Jews who, after all, must 
not forget that they cannot really he choosers •..«* The souve- 
nir is Irrelevant; in the Interval the brute had been unleashed 
and tasted blood. 

To make the prospect still clearer, it will perhaps 
be beet to ask the reader - supposing he be a non- Jew - to forget 
that beggars cannot he choosers, and Imagine that a similar 
prospect is offered, not to us hut to him and to other Englishmen* 
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- the prospect of living at the mercy of a one-hundred- 
to-one/majority trained for generations to abhor the English* 
under the sole protection of paper paragraphs and a supervision 
by Geneva, or a substitute for Geneva; 

- and to sax or keep enthusiastic about the Allied 
victory when all it promises you is just this prospect. 

I am sure that that reader 1 s reply would be; "I'll 
see you in hell first”. 




(insert after p. 35) 


Seine Tetri all readers may find this chapter too 
lenient with regard to the several Polish governments 
that succeeded each other from 1920 to 1939 and# between 
them, ahouldhe held responsible for a state of things 
resulting In the progressive economic degradation of 
Poland's Jewry, for the systematic stultification of their 
legal equality guaranteed under both the Versailles treaty 
and the Polish constitution, and for many recurring and 
unchecked outbursts of brutal violence . The nhg»gs charge 
will be true* it is the author’s considered intention to 

J 

slide over the gilt of men in order to concentrate the 
light of his enquiry on what is much more important, the 
objective reality whose trend in that sons of Europe is 
inherently and immanent ly hostile to a scattered minority* 
The policy of governments can affect this trend only to 
a certain extent; or it will perhaps be more exact to age 
say that any government has It in his power to increase 
that trend’s hardship up to any limit of human endurance 
or beyond it, but can do very little to soften or diminish 
the Inevitable pressure, end nothing at all to stop it. 

It ie unfortunately true that some of those Polish 
governments, especially in the period preceding Tilsudslci * o 
coup d'fetat , had done much to aggravate the pressure; and 
that- none of them, not even the best, can claim having done 
their duty, or half or one tenth of their duty, to "dimi- 
nish or soften". iTotbittg would be easier than now to 








denounce them with all the bitterness they deserve, now 
that they are all ‘beaten and broken and swept away. A 
chapter of that bind might give a deal of belated satis- 
faction to pent-up and long outraged feeling* Bu the 
author frankly confesses that it would not give any aatls- 
faction to him) profoundly regretful if he disappoint s, 
he will 'stick to his line of enquiry which deals not with 
the guilt of men but with the tendencies of an elemental 
social process* - ■ ■ 

Those men* mini store and officials, writers and. 
priests , were often unforgivably gulltyj long trails of 
Jewish tears* often tinged by a substance even more salty 
than tears* lead to their doors* If there is Justice 
beyond this life* they will pay for it* if history will 
he written by honest hands, they will stand condemned* 

But this book is written to force Jew and Gentile to realise 
that the fundamental curse of Jewish existence in that Zone 
Is infinitely deeper than policies or ideologies or 
propagandas, whether anti or pros and the author deliberate- 
ly refuses to allow the attention of hie readers to be 
sidetracked in the direction of easy and cheap emotions, 
from the stern concentration on the essential and irre- 
mediable doom* 
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Tlie ghetto of East-Central Europe was doomed* Kb 
government, no regime, no angel or devil could have trans- 
formed it Into anything ©Ten remotely approaching a normal 
homeland* It is now still more impossible to restore It 
as such unless numerical ethnical proportions undergo a 
drastic change* 

Some people are so touchy on the subject that they 

regard it a disloyalty to the cause of Jewish emancipation 

if facts are mentioned proving that legal equality alone Is 

by far not sufficient to ensure the Jewa even a minimum of 

normal existence* least of all in “Europe# E.C*"* It 

pruderi e 

reminds one of the same kind of aatitaotftnadt political ££vdtts#K 
which existed in C tar 1st Russia: all the Liberals there were 
so keen on "const l tut ion" and "parliament* that they resented 
as political treason any hint that life in countries strictly 
constitutional and parliamentary was by far not immune front 
injustice# oppression* bribery, ant i semi t ism and all other 
kinds of trouble* But they at least could claim justifiable 
ignorance* they had never lived under a constitutional 
regime* The excuse does not work in the ease of the Jews of 
Bast-Central Europe* they have all had experience of what 
legal equality is really worth# those of Germany, Austria# 
the western half of Poland and the Balkans for three gene- 
rations, those of eastern Boland and the Baltic countries 
for twenty years* All these Jews# allwithout any single 
individual exception, are fully and absolutely convinced that 
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lag&l equality alone is no cure for the disease which has 
poisoned their existence end will poison it again, rt Is 
unforgivably shortsighted now to withhold this experience 
from the notlae of Allied statesmen* eons of whoa If not 
all way he genuinely Ignorant of It and sincerely deluded 
Into Imagining that to restore the equal rights clauses 
In peace treaties , constitutions and covenants would he an 
efficient and sufficient solution* On the contrary* it 
would he a most harmful disservice to Jews and to Europe, 

The most urgent need of the day Is to drive it home to all 
concerned that in East Central Europe the equality principle 
alone means no equality hut the same old chaos all over again 

To make clear to outside observers, some bitter 
truths will have to be admitted and stated, however irksome 
that may seem to people of overdone susceptibility. Those 
awkward admissions centre around the one essential and 
dominating feature of East-European reality* there are 
some inevitable aspects in the normal social evolution of 
those countries (the words *inevi table " and “normal * 1 should 
be especially noted) which prove inherently, objectively 
and organically fatal to the Jews' existence. 

The subject will be repeatedly illustrated in the 
course of chapters that follow* here, as introduction into 
the subject, let us mention >h&t is held to be the classical 
example of this incompatibility between a normal evolution 
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of Bast- Central Burope 1 s economy and the Jews ' foothold within 
that economy* It is the co-operative movement among the 
Gentile population, especially in rural districts. In 
Inland there were some 750,000 Jews living In villages, 
where they constituted on an average 3,2 percent of the total 
rural population. These three quarters of a million souls, 
with a few exceptions, lived by shopkeeping and peddling to 
the farmer. The co-operative movement began long before 
the Great war, but Its decisive swing was reached during the 
last decade. In 1938 there were In rural Poland 3207 con- 
sumers* cooperatives (membership: 350,000), 1475 for the 
marketing of dairy produce (membership! 626,000), and 453 
for. general marketing (membership: 76,000 members). This 
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development was killing the Jewish trader e» masse. The 

I 

effect was, remarkably, most deadly just in the Ukrainian 
districts where direct anti semi tic propaganda was much weaker 
than among the Poles, and where the government had much less 
reason to weaken the Jewish influence than In the purely 

. H 

Tblish provinces^ a proof that the phenomenon has little 
to do with any conscious will to harm the Jews qua Jews, but 
1 b rather embedded in the very nature of the evolution. It 
would equally oust the rural shopkeeper if he were an 
Armenian or a Chinaman j only he happens to be a Jew who has 
nowhere to go. 

True, there may have existed in those Ukrainian 

■;j 

districts a few Christian shopkeepers, and they of course also 
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have to surrender before the onslaught of cooperation* 

Bat when that happens , the "broken* Christian* trader* 
as often as not, gats absorbed in the rcovenent * s admini- 
strative machinery: being a valuable "specialist" among 

simple peasants* he will be employed by thecooperative. 

The Jew will not; it is so obvious to all that there can 
simply be no quest Ion of including the displaced Jewish 
trader into the executive staff of a farmers' cooperative 
that no Jew would ever dream of asking for such an "absur- 
dity". Is this, too* to be called "antisemitism 11 ? The 
managers of the cooperative movement* men of advanced 
views la the great majority* would Indignantly deny such 
a charge. It is "simply* that one has to look after one’s 
own people first, etc. 

The same phenomenon, but in a much more solemn 
form, can be observed in one of the Baltic States (or 
1© rhaps in all?. Violent antisemitism is not tolerated, 
^hat xxmt actually goes on is a social process rather 
commendable in itself; the State, in one form or another, 
is gradually taking over the more or less direct admi- 
nistration of all the worth-while industrial or commer- 
cial concerns. The owners are paid fair value; at least 
more or less fair value. If the owners were Gentiles, 
they mostly rem&in in charge. If Jews it Is different* 
they are gradually replaced by non- Jews, This, os a rule. 
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ie accomplished without any rude abruptness but never- 
theless effectively. As one of the victims put it to 
the author* "In Po land * when the government takes over 
a Jewish-owned factory* all the Jews on the staff have to 
go* Here there is no such Indecent haste* 90$ of my 
former staff have been left in employment when it happened* 
now three years ago* A year later only 70$ were left* last 
year 50$, and the end is in view”* 

Af remarkable dictum is often quoted in that country, 
supposed to h&veheen pronounced in quite exalted quarters* 
"Hewer try to kill the flies: leave no crumbs for them 
instead". This allegorical aphorism ie there interpreted 
as a crddc of deliberate if "polite H anti semi tismj hut 

there is no proof that it ever was pronounced, and it 
little matters if it was or not. The crux of the position 
Is the question whether a government, engaged upon such an 
unquestionably progressive adventure as nationalisation of 
pivotal Industries, would ho allowed - in that atmosphere 
of Europe, 32.0, - to act otherwise* The total population 
of the country is that of a London borough) but there is 
a university and a school for higher engineering, with 
weveral thousands pupils, Svery year more mar® of 
’’one's own people", fully qualified, line up for Jobs - 
mostly excellent types of young marrhood, keen, gifted, 

efficient. How long would a government be tolerated to 


8 


gOT«rn if it kept them waiting: while Jews went on Tunning 
and mann ing what now wouL d "be state concerns ( though 
created by Jewish entrepriee with Jewish capital) - in that 
peculiar, all-pervading atmosphere of the £one? 

Grose injustice? Of course; hut to disapprove of it 
it is useless. Ite root isnot hatred of Jews - a feeling 
which could, if not eradicated, at least be combated - but 
something much more firm* elemental* primordial* sympathy 
with "one's own people - * an instinct which cannot even be 
criticised because, after all, it is as natural as preferr- 
one -s own children to one's neighbour's child* 

x 

Antisemitism of Things, at bottom* is also due to 
a certain attitude of men and women. The line we draw 
between the two kinds of Judeophobia - that of Man and that 
of Things - is* however, not artificial. The first kind 
le active enmity, a constant urge to harm the hated race* 
to humiliate them, to see them squirming and writhing be- 
neath one's feet. Such an aggressive Sadistic mentality 
can obviously not be kept for ever on the same boiling level 
in every average soul^f of the community* It must have Its 
u pa arid downs, periods of strain and periods of hibernation, 
and even at its strongest only a leading minority have it 
in its really and greedily acute stage - the remainder Just 
follow suit and mildly enjoy the fun. Being thus of « 
somewhat elastic nature, "antisemitism of lien” can some- 
times be fought against with a measure of success; the 
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Germans* f or Instance, a nation endowed with remarkable 
genius for collective obedience* may be expected to tone 
it down by order* 

There seems to be something pathological in such 
vulcanic heat of ha trod* However strong the genuine racial 
repula ion* however appalling the sina of Israel* the subject 
obviously does not justify even a fraction of such fuss* A 
suspicion inevitably arises that this attitude is subcon- 
sciously composed not only of repulsion but also of attract 
tiom as al*! Sadism, A remarkable political feature of vol- 
canic antisemitism is its inability to appreciate Sionist or 
similar aspirations* Logically * Hatls ought to be inclined 
to encourage movements tending towards the evacuation of 
Jews from Germany* In practice* they have done more than spy 
other government to stir up anti- Jewish trouble in Palestine 
though it could only hamper the exodus* Should Uganda or 
Angola or mndsdae be declared a national home for the Jews 
instead of Palestine* the ifezi attitude would evidently be 
the same* Sadism does not want to loose its victim; the 
Biblical story was the first to record this curious inter- 
play of two opposite tendencies* one to exterminate the 
hated breed and the other to stop them leaving* 

Other curious hypo the see have been suggested by 
observers of this morbid phenomenon. The most popular one 
has been re-launched* sears age* by Henri Bernstein in a 
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shov entitled "Israel"! a story of a young French 
aristocrat met virulently incensed against the Jews* 
until he teams that his real father was not son eher 
papa hut a smart Jewish hanker* The obvious cur mice la 
that all "volq&nie" antisemitism is an abnormal infatu- 
ation which must have some physiological reasons, most 
likely racial, Baron HEBBffi SStvds (pronounced appro- 
ximately, "Etvesh”) » a great Hungarian statesman, wrote 
almost a century ago* "An anti Semite is a man who dislikes 
the Jews more than hs should"* '2fhy more? Why the fuss? 

The easiest explanation Is that he "has Jews on the brain", 
and that that is due to the presence of a drop of Jewish 
blood working some mysterious atavistic reactions upon 
the hybrid psyche, From this point of view, any "volcanic" 
Jew- hater - i.e* one who not Just dislikes them "as he should" 
but makes a fuss about it - pribably has Jewish ancestors* 
they may be very remote, or hidden by bar sinister so that 
no written record can reveal the fact* they may have left 
no trace on the shape of hie nose or even the cut of his 
eyes, but all that is not essential* the "Jew- complex" 
itself is a sufficient proof of racial atavism, - etc, etc* 

All this my or may not be a true guess t some day an 
investigator of collective psychopathology might devote 
to this matter a volume which will be of consider able interest 
to science. To the Jews it will make no difference, as they 
axe not likely to be flattered nor need they be downcast 
by the revelation of Dr, Goebbels 1 Rabbinical descent, nor 
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csa the discovery In any way dl mini eh or increase their 
trouble* The author’s intention in allowing this di- 
gression is to underline the nor bi4 » hectic* fluctuating 
character of what he calls anti b emit lew of lien - as 
against 'antis&ni&eni.of Things* which is quiet* solid, 
end immutable, and therefore such more formidable. 

This i b that distinction every normal person makes 

between hia or her "own kind" and all outsiders. It seed 

• not ... • 
not be hatred, it need/even be always connected with 

instinctive repulsion. It may be dormant under normal 

conditions, and stay dormant for generations, to awaken 

only when there is a bog competition for some essential 

boon, and the choice is between one’s own kin and the 

outsider, and self -defensive alertness goes to the front. 

Sven then it need not (though it may) flare up in angry 

tongues of fire* it may remain correctly polite while 

mercilessly stiff inwardly - as in that Baltic example; 

i 

or It may run smock, as sometimes in Poland, forme do not 
matter sc much as the essence. That essence is the in- 
extinguishable' awareness of every Gentile that his Jewish 
neighbour is not "his own kind", and of every Jew that neither 
hie Aryan friends are. There is no per ee harm in this 
awareness, it is no obstacle to decent neighbourly inter- 
course, mutual help, even friendship as long as the social 
"climate* is favourable. In the" climate’ 1 of Saat-Gentral 
Europe, it becomes the Jew’s death sentence. 



>5 



CHAPTER Vtl . 

There is also Roumania ( Jews) f there is Hungary 
( J oy s) « At the Moment of writing* both are not at war* 

so that formally the Allies cannot he saddled with any responsa- 
bility for What is to happen to the Jews in the Danublan valley* 
In this book, dealing chief ly with the Allies’ war aim, closer 
enquiry into this sector of the diaspora had “better be left out. 
But no one can deny* no one should forget* that, both Roumania 
and Hungary “belong to the zone where the Jewish problem has Ions 
reached the et&g® of acute and painful incompatibility between 

“l 

L 

the '* equal rights' 1 principle and the real situation* In both 
countries* with Jews forming about 0> of the total population* 
that reality is somewhat alike the polish picture* but only 
"somewhat** alike* for both are incomparably richer than Poland 
with regard to agricultural possibilities* so that the pressure 
on city- Jobs is by far not ao intense. In Roumania* however* 
What we call "ant 1 aeni ti em^of men" has been basw. conspicuously 
endemic since at leafifc the middle of last century. In Hungary 
its acute form is of recent growth* but now very intense. In 
both, the role of the governments in fostering the anti -Jewish 
trend of economic life seems to be second ary ; the main driving 
fore© in the process* tending to oust the Jew from all such posi- 
tions as he still retains, is rather the unanimous pressure of 
all those social olssees which come in any economic contact with 


the Jew. 'Theiher or not these two countries, in the end# will 
also "be Invited to reconfirm their adherence to the principle of 
equal rights for all (it has never been absent from their con- 
st ituti one 1 is immaterial* "Things" '*111 decide , and only fools 
or hypocrites oan doubt what the tenor of the decision will be* 

The writ dowlas born in Russia* in a generation that 
Icnew what Jewish inequality tasted like, and hia youth was spent 
in the atmosphere of constant struggle for equal rights* In 
1906* at Helsinki, at a conference of Jewish nationalists who 
came from all comers of the Russian empire, he was co -editor 
of what is known a& The Helsingfors Trograitme - a demand for 
perfect and absolute equality of civic rights* every Jew to be 
a citizen of Russia equal to all others# Rtiseian Jewry as a whole 
to be recognised as a nationality equal to all others within the 
empire* its language equal to all languages# its religion equal 
to all other churches. To-day, he is prepared to sign that pro- 
gramme again. But he is not prepared to condone policies bound 
to make of that programme* or even of much lees ambitions con- 
ceptions of equal rights for the Jew, a doomed matter of cant 
and bunk. 


I warn ray fellow- Jews (if they still need the. warning, 
which I doubt.*..) that equal rights are', at best# an extremely 
perishable piece of goods* infinitely touchy, to be handled and 
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There are two possible wqys of envisaging & non- 
exodue solution of* the Jewish problem, l.c, a solution 
founded on the assumption that equality can "work”* the 
one called "assimilation", the other "Diaspora nationalism"* 
The first is an elastic idea, it® adherents have been 
known to give it interpretations exgremely different fron 
one another* Some favour assimilation in language and 
manners, hut no religious apostasy and no mixed marriages* 
which, after all and despite all rhetorics to the contrary, 
means the perpetuation of some kind of separate racial 
community held together by a collective ideology* Others, 
mo rdradi cal, . foresee or even desire mixed marriages so that 
both the race and the relit ion might gradually disappear; 
the comforting feature of this creed is the "proud" assurance 
that both will prove an excellent manure for enriching the 
physical and spiritual soil of humanity. - 

"Diaspora nationalism” is based on the theory that 
all the essence of nationality is just language, literature, 
music, philosophy, religion and ask suchlike, and these can 
be preserved and cultivated without any territorial segre- 
gation* "nationalities”, according to this doctrine, are 
very much like churches, in that they can perfectly well 
carry on their separate worships though their adherents live 
intermingled not only in the same district but In the same 
street. W fiat is needed to save them from the drabness of 





mutual assimilation le not separata homeland a Q '-V &. 
called "national- personal autonomy". All Jews who so ^ . 
will he registered as members of thier own national- community , 
will have their own schools* Use their own language in public 
life and feel equal to anyone else. 

This la not the place to debate the practical worth 
of any of these two solutions; for argument's sake let us 
assume that both are excellent. Let. us go a step farther and 
agree in advance that > should a third or a fourth non-exodus 
solution of the Jewish problem he invented to-morrow, they 
will all he excellent. But their efficiency will always 
depend on one condition! the equality of individual civic 
rights (which they all presuppose as the fundamental con- 
dition of normal existence) must he real and keep real. Yet 
we Just have seen that in Europe* E.C., It cannot he made 
real without a great exodus. 

Assimilation le especially conditioned by exodus. 

Only whan the hulk will he gone, the diminishing remainder 
my perhaps find a favourable atmosphere for trying to solve 
its problem by# "merger 1 *: not illusory merging as in the 
past hut IddxxfchaHX perhaps* this ti me, effective. 

5*o r the assimilation of Jews in the past has proved 
illusory throughout the whole of Europe, E.C. Real assimi- 
lation is not a soloi it is a duet, it takes two to complete 
it. It is not enough for the Jew to feel convinced that he 
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has become absolutely Ilk© his Gentile neighbours what is 
more decisive is Aether the Gentile rceighbour al©& the 
same impression. Joining a new community of nation or class 
or set is not only a question of genuine endeavour but above 
all of reception. Jewish assimilation in East - Central Europe , 
from this point of view, lias obviously failed; by 

bringing Jew and Gentile nearer each other, bu making them 
rub shoulders in many walks of life where they never met 
before, it only extended the area of possible, friction. If 
assimilation as an escape from Jewish distress is at all 
worth trying again, the attempt will have to start afresh 
from the very beginning. But its enthusiasts themselves. 

If there still are any such in existence, must have by now 
realised that they stand no chance of success unless racial 
percentages in that part of Europe undergo staggering change i 
A "successful" assimilation may or may not be worth 
while, may or may not be objectively possibles but if it is, 
the preliminary condition is the exodus of the bulk# 

Hut at i s mutandis the same Judgment applies to 
Diaspora-nationalisms whether practicable or not, the preli- 
minary condition for its success is the exodus of the bufck. 

It is by far not the intention of this author to 
suggest giving up all hope of ever securing a decent and -normal 
existence for the Jews in this part of the Diaspora# On the 
contrary, hs at ill believes that this can be done. But the 
preliminary condition for any suoh hope is the exodus of the 





Inlk* 

The matter ie bo olo bo to come intimate 
aueceptihllitiee that the author must take leave for 
himeelf to add a few remark® speaking in the first person. 

X warn my fellow- Jewa (if they still need the 
warning, which I doubt) that equal rights are, at heat, 

& very perishable piece of goods, infinitely touchy, to be 
handled end used with oautlon, moderation and tact. In 
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used with Q rratifrn, - j g o i i cr' &t -i cft ■ .-iii:l t.*ufc « In Pari#, for some 
tfn years and more, I enjoyed the friendly acquaint enee of a 
Jewish gentleman whose French ancestry went back into the 17th 
century* and whose heart’s fen Somroandmenta consisted of the 
word •‘Prance” ten times reseated. He never said tf Juif n hut' 
only "Israeli te*j he fimly bslciwed in what was known, two 
’•Israelite 1 * generations ago* as "the mission" theory * the Jews* 
sacred ‘•mission" to live scattered among the dent lies and help 
them to reach ever loftier ethical summits. But I never met 
another Jew vrho so' genuinely disliked any manifestation of 
Jewish prominence* tShen there were "too many* Jewish names 
at the head of what they call le Palmares {list of successful 
candidates to one of the grande a jSgolea i « he frowned* Somebody 
mentioned in his presence the remarkable fact that the three 
most original thinkers of that period were Jews * Bergson* 

Sin stein* Preud? he said - ”1 regret to have to add one more 
name * the late Hermann Cohen; and the coincidence is eactre- 

H 

piety unfortunate* 1 * On another accasion, years before the 
Ifasis 1 triumph, he called my attention to the pleiade of 
Germany* 8 foremost novelists, pre-war and post-war; “but for 
the two brothers Mann, all that count are ij$r ^ elites - 

Schni taler, Yasscrfliann, Sweig, ’Jerfel mais ?a flnira 

Inal, " He was hurt and shocked when Leon Blum became premier* 



*It is, ny friend t 
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I asked him* is it fear? He denied It* 

& question of tact* It is too conspicuous for good taste, 
should equally disapprove it on the part of Protestants * n 


I 


But of course It was fear; and of course it was 
by far not unfounded* The Senaan economist Berner Sombafct, 
who after nil was neither a fool nor a sworn enemy of the J ewe* 
gave them this advice at the beginning of the century* "Our 
German lav/e and out ethical outlook admit Jewish equality - 
hut if you Jews want to preserve it, do not take It too 
seriously. Always stick to the second place. H It wtmld he 
childish to deny that of Jews (and particularly the non- 
Zionist, "assircllatlonist# Jess to whom Equality Is alpha and 
j^aenBE omega) think th^t a very wise maxim, and feel very sorry 
they did not fallow It themselves, and would at least "be very 
glad If their children would. 


rut their children will not follow the wise maxim, 

for it inhumanly impossible, Life is 'competition* “quality 

of rights ha© only one concrete meaning - equal chsuriee in 
every aspect of life's competition, the right to win If you 

are better equipped. Twenty centuries of lopsided urbanism 

have made the Jew, in the average though not on the summits 

ordinary 

where genius dwells, better equirced for most/ competitions 

’ . ’ ' i\ 

of modern lifet there is no pride in stating it, for the 

advantage ha© long become a curse tft us, a curse and a nuis- 
ance. 
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ITor can the Jew help it ; as well advise a red-haired fellow' 
hot to be tf conspicuous* » or a tall man* or a fat man. It is 
beyond human forces to compel oneself* for the good of the 
community,, to withhold the best tlial is in him* to writo or 
spea:c worse than he could if he let himself go, or to plead, 
to "build* to diagnose, to act on the stage worse than he really 
can* Jewish statesmen, though they are legitimately as 
ambitious as their Christian colleagues, have actually been 

Semitic 

lajown to decline high office so as not to stir up an t i 
complications, but then their Christian party-comarades often 
incited that it was their patriotic duty to accept; and none 
but a Simon the Styllte type can withstand this kind of pres- 
sure* so it is in every branch of civic, cultural, economic* 
social life; ordinary human beings are organically unable to 
reject chances of success and advancement unimpeachably fair 
and legitimate. The result is, inevitably, ,l conspicuausneS6 1 % 
jealousy, resentment, and the rise or increase of what we 
have termed "antisemitism of men 11 ; and that even in rich 
countries, where conditions are not strained enough to pro* 
duos the other kind of antisemitism, the one Inherent in the 
objective force of Things. 

This is the fateful inner antinoiiiy of civic equality 
for Jove; it can only be durable if not used to the full; 
yet it le impossible to prevent or avoid its being used to the. - 
full. 



They# Is no remedy, True* various remedies have ha® 
tried^to keep the Jewish advance within ’'moderate* limits* 
attempts mostly in the fora called numaru s cla ugug. It 
consists in limiting the number of Jews which, may he admitted 
into a certain profession (or eehoolj£ or entreprise or instil 
tute) to a fixed percentage of the total personnel. In 
C saris t Russia, since 1833 , it was the rule with regard to 
all universities and secondary schools* Jewish pupils were 
to he not more than 10^ of the total in the western part of 
the empire (the ^Tale of Settlement"}, 5 or Z/* in other 
provinces, The most modern experiment on the same lines Is 
the Hungarian law limiting the number of Jews in certain 
professions to six per cent, - which is exactly the propor- 
tion of Jews to the total population of Hungary « 

The idea seems to catch on even in some democratic 
milieus* Some yoare ago tl^e was a newspaper report, not 
denied so far as the author can trace, that in one of r the 
famous Ho rth- American * colleges 1 * a humerus clan bus for. Jews 
had been introduced without any legislation, simply by agree- 
ment between the learned governing; body. Ifaked open affir- 
mation of the racial criterium as such was, “of course", 
politely avoided* and the reply to any enquiry or complaint 
as to the reasons for the choice of A and the rejection of 
3 was always to the effect that only intellectual or * social 11 

i4k X -U f J-M- ■■■ ^ * V- -*v 'W ■ ■■ b Sr- r_- 
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criteria had been applied; hut in gubotance it me a case 
of "yon know that we know that you know" » arn-i (most remarkable) 
Jewish Society it gelf jsreferred to accept the fait accompli 
and not to raise any storms. In j£ugland, the author can 
vouch, at -least for one analogous case* and this is quite 
placidly outspoken. In a Iforth-V/est district of London , a 
fayourite residential quarter of the better-off middle class 
Jews* a refugee lady asked some Jewish friends to recommend 
£ good private school for her little daughter. She was 
..given an address* telephoned for. an interview and took the 
child to the headmistress* The headmistress was genuinely 
cordial end charming, said she like the girl awfully, and 
promised to place her first on the waiting list - fl for, you 
know (she added sweetly} we have ten per cent* Jewish child- 
ren 3 .* The mo th er » being a Continental to whom n^mgrua clauses 
is anathema, almost a pogrom in thin disguise, was horrified 
and refused the honour of having her child 1 g name on the 
waiting list; but the headmistress, quite unruffled and still 
very nice about it, simply could not understand why should 
anyone object to ouch a reasonable arrangement* W I assure 
you, 11 she added* "we 1 have never heard of any mother of your 
persuasion feeling shocked about it." 




:.J 
■ I 


s . ■■ 

? -U ■ 







4 ?* 


In Eastern Europe eloquent attempts have been mads 
to justify the nutnenis clan bus scheme as something not only 
not contrary to the equal rights principle but directly baaed 
upon it, /Shy call it nutierus claugus ? Call it proportional 
representation of races (or ''nationalities'' as they prefer to 
say east of the Kline) in all sectors of the state's economy. 

If a given race forms G per cent, of the total population, 
the soundest and the fairest arrangement {so it is argued) 
would be for the members of that race to form 6 per cent, of 
the peasantry, G per cent, of the industrial proletariat, 

6 per cent, among doctors and lawyers and journalists* It 
is argued that this would be the surest means against afttl- 
semi tisni; also, the only way really to straighten and nor- 
malise the social structure of the Jewish people itself. 

German Zionists* by the way, had been preaching for a nsm&oat 
generation the ’'reehuf fling of classes" (’'Umschichtung den 
Schiehten" ) as the main ideal of Zionism, meaning under that 
forvaila the formation of a Jewish social organism subdivided 
in a way parallel to that of the Aryan envirornieraent. In 
Germany, for instance, it would mean 20 per cent, of all the 
Jews engaged in agriculture, 35 per cent, in industry and 
agriculture, less than 10 per cent, in trade, and still less 
in the professions. It is argued that this is absolutely the 

E&1Q6 as proportional representation In the country's economy $ 
alias, nimerue clausua* 
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tfa are not here concerned with deciding Aether this 
argument be right or wrong* what Blatter a is that it is sure to 
prove •catching** The example of that Uew England University 
and of that Go Id era Green school (hardly unique} sufficiently 
show that the west is also not at all deaf to the advantages of 
nmaerus cl ensue from the viewpoint of social congenial! ty, a 
term much more pleasant than racial purity. When th© western 
promoters of this devise, will, as they are hound to, get hold 
of that * proportional representation 11 or l *lfcrtBcMchtung fl 
argument, they may he expected to venture into the open and 
proclaim it as a dogma claimed to he perfectly literal and 
equally fair to Jew and Gentile* The English-speaking reader 


must not pretend to he shocked. hy this forecast. The Anglo- 

Saxon mind Is very pragmatic, not so easily scared away by 

Ideological fetishes, and in particular never afraid to 

a 

discriminate between races whenever there is ^reasonable 
justification for doing so* Smart hotels in some American 
health-resorts have long been known to refuse Jewish guests % 
not because of any antisemitism of the management, but simply - 
it is argued - because their Gentile guests do not seem to 
enjoy the amalgamation* In Britain there are Insurance 
companies which do not insure motorcars owned by Jews*, no 
anti -Jewish feeling - it la argued - but merely the statisti- 
cal fact that Jews are more negligent and reckless in driving. 
All this Indicates that the western world, too, may not proye 

Imrans fron the contagion of that "proportional equality" rule- 
on a larger soale. v r i ® 
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This to ole* however, is not concerned with the 
vest era world: the digression just "briefly mad? is only here 

i 

to throw into better relief the chances for a triumphant 
progress of the numarus clan bub policy in East-Central Europe. 
Ite harm will he in Its insiduous plausibility: It lends 

itself so fittingly to "be disguised as a system in full 
accordance with liberal treaties and democratic const 1 tut ions. 
At the same time* In the case of the Jewish minorities at any 
rate* a real Introduction of "proportional representation** 
in the State's economy " is absolutely impossible^ should a 
even all the Jews beg for It and all the go verm ants order it. 
To be real) such a redistribution ought to begin at the base 
of the State's economy, which la agriculture* In Hungary, 
where one half of the population work in cornfields and pas- 
tures, aim per cent, of all available land would have to be 
cleared of the present occopfeers (about £ 50.000 souls) to 
make roots for the Jewish settlers? or some other way of 
general squeezing out would have to be devised so that one 
half of the Jewish population could be duly normalised >as 
plough- boye and shepherds. A similar operation would be 
needed in mining and Industry to force in the 125.000 Jewish 
factory hands implied in the scheme. Only after that could 
the nureerus clausus in the professions and the aommerce be 
Justified as a step towards social normalcy. All this is 
so obviously and preposterously impossible that nobody thinks 



p. 

of proposing it. Tot all talk of eliminating the Jewish 
tra&edy by *re-i notating 1 ' civic equality in East -Central 
Europe can only imply this? unless it implies nothing "but 
lip-service and twaddle. 

^fliich is what the author respectfully affirms: 
any assertion that the cancer of anti serai t ism in its principal 
breeding zone, “Turope, E.C+, can be cured by the ointment called 
equal rights ie empty, thoughtless and harmful twaddle* Heal 
civic equality for the Jews in those noun tries cannot be en- 
forced, no matter what is said in charters and covenants. 

The Jews, if they are worth their ancestry, must gight to the 
last ditch for having that equality principle, though unreal* 
solemnly proclaimed on every country’s statute book: this is - 

a question of human dignity, something without which life would 
b© morally despicable, something the refusal of which would 
Justify, to my mind, any form of retaliation - none excluded - 
against the offending state* But one thing is to fight for 

j JC3CH3C 

your dignity, quite another to pretend that dignity will feed 
you. It is utterly dishonest to pretend that legal equality, 
re- proclaimed under the impact of Allied victories, can stop 
or slow down in thaf immense distressed area the progress of 
objective realities tending to push the Jew off every economic 
foothold* 




To say that all the Allies ala to win us is 
& guarantee of civic equality, would rtesn that to us the 
cause of the Allies Is cot worth fighting for* S« greater 
servioe can he rendered the Allies than by insisting that 
, their alia go much farther than that. 
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At title stage of our enquiry & question will 
probably arise in readers* minds: In bow far can this 
aspect of the solution here proposed he regarded as a 
•war aim of the Allies * ? The war is against Germany. 

Wherever the area for a Jewish State may be reserved , in 
Palestine or elsewhere* it certainly will not he on any soil 
now held by Germany. What has this whole matter to do with 
a peace conference where demands canbe presented only 
to Germany? 

But the forecast contained in this last sentence 
is an error. The Versailles treaty (the author* hy the 
way* refuses to join in the great choir of that document *s 
detractor®* It was, with all its defects, quite a fine 
piece of statesmanship for its time) - even the Versailles 
treaty covered much more than just settling accounts with 
the beaten feet for instance, it established, the League of 
Nations. What had that to do with that war? Everjty thing 
to do. It was universally realised that some hind of 
permanent association between sovereign peoples might help 
to prevent further wars. It has failed* this time, therefore 
all the world is even more acutely aware that the only 
justification of the present conflict is to find some better 
safeguards against eruptions of the spirit of violence* 
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Every thing which has value as such a safeguard ij a propefc 
war alia, Kardly anybody will maintain that the uprooting oT 
antisemitism, at least of its acute form, in East^Central 
Europe would he an essential safeguard against the further 
hoom of erst ola trio movement a* 
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CHAPTER \fcll . 


In 1936 the writer , assisted b 7 two friend s » publi- 
shed iti a 'S'arrsaw daily a pronouncement to the effect that 
the only reasonable thing for the Polish Jews to do would ho 
to evacuate all those economic positions which could evidently 
not be maintained* As it was even by then a natter of common 
conviction that no less than one third of Inland's 3 * 300*000 
Jews had already lost their "no si ti erne 11 beyond any heps of 
Recovery (flliile another million, paupers hereditary, never had 
possessed shy before.**.*), the solution was mass exodus* 

The term * evacuation" hurt many sueeeptibilitiee, 
seemed offensive and humiliating. X cannot see what is 
wrong with it* In September and October 1 ^ 39 * both in 3 £ngland 
and Prance, children were "evacuated * from the areas of dangers 
apart from wax, when a dam threatens to burst or a house to 
fall in, the inhabitants are invited to H evacuate * the spot; 
the same happens whan a plague breaks out in a act of premises* 
This was exactly what the Jewish situation was in 1936 1 
crumbling walls, bursting dams, all forme of * pi ague* at every 
comer, not one single hand to defend the victims and no plan 
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for adequate self-defence ©Ten aioons the victims themselves. 
At a conservative estimate > t’tfo thirds of them at least ought 
to have teen, if not ©vacua tea* at least effectively marked 
down for evacuation "before any sensible scheme of salvaging 
the "balance could "have been only conceived, But that was in 
1935* halycon days compared Jtfith the present* 

The great advantage of the wo rdg "evacuation™ is 
its Implied suggestion of organised orderliness* Ho other 
word conveys that important quality: "emigration" has always 

meant a haphazard tumble (except when stopped)* "exodus" 
inevitably recalls the pttrstiiug enemy host* and a rieby for- 
ding entreprise where, but for a miracle, not only the wrong 
T uns but some of the right people too might get drowned* 
"^aquation*, in modern times and under decent governments , 
has always been associated with forethought, careful planning 
and decent, accomodation at the end of the Journey prepared 
beforehand. 


Mass evacuation is the only remedy for the cancer of 
Jewish distress- However superhumanly difficult, however 
attroeioualy costly* - as it is the only way to save Kurcpe 
from being soon poisoned into another catastrophe, obstacles 
and expenBe|wlll have to be faced: whereupon it will, of 

course, be discovered that the operation* at its maximum* is 
infinitely easier and cheaper than & modern war, besides being 
a profitable investment which a war Is not claimed to be. 
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How many will have t& To© evacuated ? The question 
ie important 'but cannot he answered. To begin wi th, Heavens 
only knows how many Jews in the Zone will survive, nor* for 
that matter, how far south, north, east and perhaps even 
westwards that zone may expand before the crisis ends. 

Secondly; there probably exists* even in the countries of 
acute antisemitism objective or subjective or both, a ceratin 
floor-level, or low ebb line* where peaceful sycibioae becomes 
normally possible between the Sent lie majority and a Jewish 
minority reduced to a proportion small enough not to irk. 

To foretell exactly how deep on the scale -that happy level 
lies is impossible. It will depend upon a myriad of condi- 
tions; the character of the majority people, the natural 
resources of the soil, the tip-* or downward trend of its trade, 
arc only the most obvious ones* not necessarily the most 
essential. The truth will only become apparent in the process 
of the migration* and it will probably conform to a kind of 
relativity rule; or, in other words, the area to be evacuated, 
and the reception area will act as two CGiramni eating vessels* 
each one with it a own amount of atmospheric pressure. The 
outflow will not only depend on the anti -Jewish faotors in 
Europe but also on the attractiveness of the new homestead. 
Theoretically* the outflow will stop when a at ate of equili- 
brium has been reached* e«g # when the Polish or the Hungarian 
or the Roumanian state and society begin to feel that the 
Jewish evacuation has reached its "useful" Limit and its 


for adequate self-defence even among the victims themselves. 
At a conservative estimate, two thirds of them at least ought 
to have been, if not evacuated, at least effectively marked 
down for evacuation "before any sensible scheme of salvaging 
the balance could "hove been only conceived. But that was in 
1336 , halyoon days compared 7/ith the present* 

The great advantage of the word*. “evacuation* is 
its implied suggestion of organised orderliness* So other 
word conveys that important quality: * emigration" has always 

meant & haphazard tumble (except when stopped), “exodus" 
inevitably recalls the pursuing enemy host* and a risky for-* 
ding entreprise where, but for a miracle* not only the wrong 
T uns but some of the right people too might get drowned. 
"iJVacuat ton", in modern times and under decent governmental 
has always been associated with forethought* careful planning 
and decent accomodation at the end of the journey prepared 
beforehand. 


Hass evacuation la the only remedy for the cancer of 
Jewish distress. However superhumanly difficult, however 
attroclouely costly, - as It is the only way to save Europe 
from being soon poisoned into another catastrophe, obstacles 
and expense|^ill have to be faced: whereupon it will, of 

course, be discovered that the operation, at its maximum, is 
infinitely easier and cheaper than a modern war, besides "being 
a profitable investment which a war is not daisied to be* 
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Hoi? many will have tfr be evacuated? The question 
ie important but cannot be answered* To begin with# Heavens 
only Jogows how many Jews in the Zone will survive; nor# for 
that matter# how far south# north# east and perhaps even 
westwards that sons may expand before the crisis ends* 

Secondly: there probably exists# even in the countries of 

acute anti semi ti sm objective or subjective or both# a ceTatin 
floor* lev el# or low ebb line# where peaceful sytnbiose becomes 
normally possible between the Gentile majority and a Jewish 
minority reduced to a proportion small enough not to irlc. 

To foretell exactly how deep on the scale that happy level 
lies Is impossible. It will depend upon a myriad of condi- 
tions; the character of the majority people# the natural 
resources of the soil# the up- or downward trend of its trade# 
are only the most obvious ones# not necessarily the most 
essential. The truth will only become apparent in the process 
of the migration# and it will probably conform to a hind of 
relativity rule: or# in other words# the area to be evacuated# 
and the roc option area will act as two communicating vessels# 
each one with its own amount of atmospheric pres sure. The 
outflow will not only depend on the anti- Jewish factors la 
Europe but also an the attractiveness of the new homestead. 
Theoretically# the outflow will atop when a state of equili- 
brium h&e been reached# e*g, when the Polish or the Hungarian 
or the Roumanian state and society begin to feel that the 
Jewish evacuation has reached its "useful " limit and its 


continuation would be what they call In Amt rica a total Ices; 
whereupon they presumably night begin to offer the not yet 
evacuated Jews florae kind of enticement or premium for staying 
on (history remembers* even more incredible cases * when Jews 
had been offered premiums for coning in) * On the other hand* 
it is also theoretically possible that* in spite of such 
commendable change of hearts* the evacuation would still 
continue on account of the greater appeal* material or ideo- 
logical, of the reception area* The only positive thing that 
can be said with certainty ie that calculations, to be sober* 
should be made for the maximum. I hope to get somewhat. 
Clearer to figures in the Chapter on the "Hax Kordau Plan"* 
here it will be enough to say that a solid evacuation policy 
should reckon with an eventual "ceiling® of some five million 
Jewish evacuees during the decade following the war* and 
that the first Mill on, taken from all the countries of the 
Zone, will have to be evacuated at once, at what the Germans 
rcould call lightning speed, applying the same methods and same 
tempo as a modern army dees to transport fifty divisions to a 
remote theatre of war* 

Twaddle again will it be, on the part of oponent or 
critic, to raise an outcry that the suggested evacuation 
would have to be "compulsory". It will, on the contrary, be 
extremely difficult to enforce the proper order in the queues 
lining up for places on the waiting list, eorae of them forget- 
ting even to ask what is the name of the "reception area" 
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Son* critics of evacuation fear that it would have 
to he *computeory * . This la hardly likely* It will* on the 
contrary* prove extremely difficult to keep proper order la 
the queues lining up for places on the uniting list. ■*■ ethers* 
more sophisticated* only demand that the mass- emigration of 
Jeers should be treated as something concerning the Jews alone* 
no business of s^y government Polish or Roumanian or Hungarian* 
JTot only Should there be no hint of compulsory evacuation* but 
even not of mere pressure In any form; and if a country 1 * 
government openly cooperated In organising emigration that 
would be practically tent amount to pressure* The correct 
attitude for suoh a government would therefore he to pretend 
to Ignore the fact that Jewish emigration exists* especially 
that it is necessary* etc* etc* 

All this is foolish* Therels no reason why citizenry 
government and parliament* in a state where emigration Is a 
necessity* should feel bashful about it* On the contrary* it 
Is the stale 1 s duty to help the emigrant by every means at its 
power* Italy before the Great war was an excellent example 
of such sound* sober and perfectly patriotic treatment of Its 
emigration problem, Italy had no ethnical minorities to get 
rid of* all her emgl rants were of pure Italian breed ± but 
her government was always busy devising shipping facilities. 
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credit facilities, training facilities for the emigrants* 
afid negotiating ’frith the Argentine and. other overseas ocunt~ 
rise for their admi seioti. Whenever it was felt that an 
Italian cabinet was not exerting its efforts in these direc- 
tions properly and to the full, the Radical and the Socialist 
opposition tfLwyps criticised it asost a evenly for such dere- 
liction of true democratic duty* They were qpiite right t it 
is a decent government’s duty to look after all the needs of 
all its citizens* and if among such neese there la also that 
of moving an masse somewhere else in search of conditions 
which cannot he provided at home, a decent government must 
help, no matter whether those migrants he Gentile or Jewish* 

As xAa x . a matter of fact, Gentiles will probably also have to 
migrate from Sast- Central Europe after the way, and in no 
dmall numbers, though it is of course to be expected that 
paramount phenomenon in the field of mass migration will have 
to be the Jewish exodus* But the touchy inferiority complex 
of the non- Zionist Jew should really not be pushed so exces- 
sively far as to take offence at his government 1 s solicitude 
in acknowledging the existence of a social probelm just because 
the problem happens to be predominantly Jewish* 

Relther success nor order can he ensured in the exodus 
unless It 1 8 an international ent reprise assisted by every 
government concerned. The bashful Jewish poll tioi sue* just 
mentioned* probably know it themselves# for one cannot imagine 
them Imagining that, for instance, arrangements about the 

" frftsyuxd* nor to Xtjcid* 
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transfer of capital or liquidation of property caa be made 
privately while ministers are requested not to loo 3c* The 
exodus sill hare to he a most solemnly official performance 
with ’banners flying; It will require not only administration 
measures but also special legislation and* shore all* great 
international treaties? all this cannot be helped and need 
not be shrunk from* 

One understands* however* the reasons of that bashful 
shrinking, A and 3 hare been room-mates for centuries? there 
hare been quarrels; now it is finally agreed that peace 
should be restored* but 3 has decided to move to other quarters; 
a voluntary decision* absolutely voluntary and all that* but 
there is nevertheless something in the very fact that it is 
3 and not A who has decided to move away* Under these con- 
ditions B may prefer that A should leave Mm alone to do his 
house-hunting and packing? should A prove solicitous to help* 
it night look like eugerasea for the good riddance 

The brittle delicacy of the dainty little drama la 
obvious* nor do me underrate its sine if multiplied by the 
difference between two room-mates and two races? but it still 
remains too slender to count where issues of world-danger are 
involved,. Yet the main thing about that awkward feeling of 
being too anxiously assisted to pack is that It only applies 
Jta if Mr. B* is moving to smother ©et of hired rooms* Imagine 
for a moment (always in the framework of the little domestic 
drama) that Mr. B. has inherited a house* real freehold 
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property* and one losg^dfsaGtsd oft the whole psychological 
atmosphere would change, all complexes and awkwardneBB 
disappear ,»« 

This parable la no idle literary aside * but a vital 
part of the argument* 'Sben people who admit the inevitable 
necessity of “evacuating loot positions* still feel the urge 
to a pend so much heat on insisting that the process must be 
absolutely voluntary without a shadow of pressure * etc* - 
which is true - they only beat about the bush* The most 
absolutely voluntary emigration may contain some aspects of 
compulsion; it depends on where the emigrant goes to* Imagine 
any Italian emigrant of fifty ears ago leaving Genova for 
Bus an os Ayres; was he moving of his free will or under 
pressure? If he felt he was going into gloomy exile he was 
an exile; if he felt he was going to meet friends and get-rioh- 
quick, he was a free sportsman climbing glorious summits' 

An exodus of Jews towards a new Dispersion m>uld be the same 
thing as forcible mass expulsion* no matter how scrupulously 
the "voluntary* principle be heeded and safeguarded* Sxodus 
to a Jewidh State will be spontaneous in the purest sense of 
the word under all conditions* Hot only will those queues be 
difficult to keep from tumbling* but their eagerness will 
hardly be in any measure affected by the new constitutions 
promising civic equality* 

X 
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provided there is one set aside Tor them; and their eager- 
ness will hardly "be noticeably affected by the new constitu- 
tions promising civic equality. 

It is, on the contrary , the prospect of civic equa- 
lity which will be affected by the fact of evacuation, and 
very noticeably and very favourably affected. The man in 
the street, except a few, is never altogether beastly. The 
importance attributed In this book to the objective “anti- 
semitism of Things'' should help us not to overestimate the 
malignancy of rt fnen r, i men may vote for anti- Jewish measures, 
men may boy cot Jewish shops* and still be decent kind-hearted 
people otherwise* It would doj^some Jewish leaders an enorm- 
ous amount of good if they realised thi3 truth onoe for all, 
and tried not to forget it next minute, and draw some con- 
clusions from it. The average biped in the Zone does not 
enjoy downing and harming the Jew; he is only quite willing 
to do It again and again if he fears that the Jew may crowd 
him out eecnoml cally, socially or politically* Give that 
average a concrete and tangible proof that an earnest 
endeavour has actually started to thin out the ranks of 
Jewish competition, and many among theta will relax their 
belligerency. This is not optimism, just as refutes! to 
beleive in the efficiency of equal rights under the climate 
of the Zone ie not pessimism it is just impartial realism, 
scornful but benevolent, taking Jew and Gentile at their 
value terre-l- terra , both amounting to no more than they 
should, nor to less* 



Ib Wan essentially good or essentially bad? Hare 
is a parable that settles the foolish and idle question. 

There was a to*n of 50d houses, and 0Qe da y the m iten sent 
them fifty orphans and appealed to the citizens’ *erey Xx 
to give these unfortunates a home, Co the town carefully 
selected fifty of the most affluent and virtuous families, 
and placed one orphan in each, a month later the whole town 
was aflame with irritation? mothers complained that the 
orphans were lousy, bad -mannered and generally horrid* Thea 
the town councillors got together again and decided to raise 
a eubs&ption from every one to build an orphanage? and the 
people eubscr ibe<5 twice the amount, and built a wonderful home 
for the orphans, and lived happily ever after* - 

*S&sb evacuation applied to the Jewish problem is 
not alternative to civic equality: it is co^llaxy to equality# 

the indispensable condition and the only way to make of the 
latter something of a durable reality for those, no matter 
how few or how many* who will stay* 

But this is a side-issue. The essential role and 
value of the evacuation principle is that it U the only cure 
for an evil which, if not removed, will go on perverting 
humanity to more outrages; a cure final# thorough and clean. 
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Ala©* a popular cure, nn idea which the overwheliaing majority 
of men of all creeds like and respect* an idea sanctified by 
tlie Bible and ennobled by the tradition of Zionism* an idea 
whose consultation would be greeted universally* by all countries^ 
inside the zoae of distress and outside of it* and by **t.i Jaws ^ 
those who want to £0 and those who v.'&nt to stay, jj 

That is lacking is the "reception area"* to fix and I 
reserve it* is the demand which the Allies will have to include} 
in their war aims, ‘1 



This chapter, dealing with the Soviet portion of 
Europe's Bast- Central ghetto, will he short and deliberately 
inconclusive* I dislike Communism and do not beleive either 
in its value as a solution of the social problem, nor in its 
efficiency, nor in its durability ; on the other hand, as all 
people outside the USSR, I have no exact inf onset ion on whet 
is happening there, Dislike plus lack of information are 
not a suf f i ei ent equipment for drawing conclusions, I should 
prefer to leave this chapter out altogether, but there is of 
course one aspect in the situation which, has a direct bearing* 
and may yet have a decisive influence, on the Jews 1 final 
orientation with regard to the war scene* 

There is a tacit, agreement between all those inter- 
ested in the outcome of this wars not to speak of Russia, 
not at all or as little as possible* Some probably prefer 
it so because they do not beleive that the "giant* can be 
forced to give bach what he has snatched; others may think 
that to a large portion of what he has snatched, for instance 
Volhyjiia and Iblessia, the "giant* may possess a better title 
than the former owner si others again may* perhaps, harbour 
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the hope that the toot will he recaptured in due course* hut 
it would he undiplomatic to declare it aloud Just now# 
however that may he, the tacit agreement seems to cover this® 
Jews of Eastern Boland, he tween 1*500*000 and S. 000. 000* who 
have now become Soviet cl ti sens* Their geographical future 
is very seldom discussed. It seems everybody takes it for 
granted that for them there is no way out of the Soviet father- 
land; some take it for granted that they have no need for any 
"way out"* being quite happy where .they are. 


Such ti thickness of fog surrounds the U*S*£*R. that 
nothing about its inner life Is clear and certain; there are 
rumours, but it Is safe to discount them, no natter whether 
favourable to the Soviet regime or not. v^hat cannot and must 
not bo 'Miscounted" is when there is na rumours eveh to register* 
for the last ten years we have heard no report whatever of any 
symptoms of antisemitism in any Soviet territory, and we assume 
this to msan that there arc no uuch symptoms there* Ten years 
ie too short a period for any final conclusions to be formed* v 

I 

the cancer may only be dormant. But no Jew can underestimate 
the fact that it is dormant in Russia while everywhere else* 

Just during this last decade, the evil has been prominent in 
varying but always very noticeable degrees. 
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This of course is by far not enough to "be happy. 
Though there is a cheap and -widespread assumption among our 
wellvi shore that Jews, being only Jews, ought to be and proba- 
bly are ashing for no more than not to be persecuted, and if 
that bis granted they feel perfectly contented whatever the 
other conditions of their existence, - in reality It is not so. 
A totalitarian regime must be more unbearable to Jews than to 
any other human species, for nfi other race has eo far disputed 
the Jews’ title to priority. in individualism and rebellious- 
ness {in the civic, not in the religious sphere). Of all 
totalitarian systems, Communism to them must be the most 
hateful because it fetters not only Intel Lee tu&l or political 
initiative but also, and especially, economic initiative - 
the Jews', favourite pony in life 1 ** polo-play. There must 
be some reason why Jewish names are so conspicuous among the 
victims of all, recent ‘'purges " i at Xamenef’a trial, out of the 
sixteen accused ten were Jsvsi surely this is far in excess 
of tte proportion of Jews among the upper 400 of Bolshevism? 

The author has also been told on good authority, though he 
ha® not seen any relevant statistics himself, that in the 
total of ordinary, non- Apolitical* population of Soviet 
prisons the percentage of Jews is 5 times higher than what 
would be a fair "proportional representation"! not unexpec- 
tedly, too, as in Russia one often gets jailed for a crime 
they call "speculation" and all other peoples call “trade". 



Ae the Be symptoms of a kind of permanent, above-the-awerage I 
conflict between the Jews and the Soviet regime cannot be j 

i. 

explained by the antisemitism of the (Ju&peou (iVS.P.U*) or [ 

the courts - of tf Ei£;n fl , in short - there is evidently something j 

i 

of incompatibility between the nature of u Things** and Soviet j 
Russia and the nature of the Jews in Soviet Russia. i 

I 

I 

Where the conflict te open without any disguise is • 
in the Soviet regime^ treatment of Zionism and the Hebrew 
language. In the early twenties there were numerous mass- 
trials and Siberia sentences against young Jews accused of 
Zionist affiliation* which was considered a crime both on 
account of that creed f B own demerits and on account of the 
pro-British orientation it implied. What was wrong with the 
Hebrew tongue is not quite clear , but the fact is that* while 
the study of Yiddish was encouraged, teaching children in 
Hebrew was forbidden. J.ately nothing more has been heard 
of this curious form of ethnical oppression (for that is what 
it certainly was) * which appeasement is being officially 
explained aa a proof that the Soviet Jews have lost all 
interest both in the land and in the tongue of their obsolete 
Bible* One wonders if the sarte inner transformation will so 
easily be produced also in the new Soviet Jews, annexed since 
October 1^39. ‘These have haA. £2 years of intensive Zionist 
training under the Balfour declaration, have given Palestine 
at least a hundred thousand Halusira, while as many or more 



of their children hare had all their school curriculum taught 
them in Hebrew, This nut will “be much tougher^th&n the 
generation of 191St one expects soon to hear of a new* and & 
heavier, offensive against Jewish “ imperial! an * 


Yet all this is only a surmise, made an passant , 
and the reader has been warned at the beginning of this 
chapter that the author does not claim to speak of Ea solan 
conditions with any competence whatever* "JThat is certain is 
that ao far the Soviet regime has proved a very efficient 
preservative against all the >co nucleus form of ant is emit ism* 
Jews under Soviet rule fear neither "ousting" nor pogroms* - 
and the principle of equali rights and equal opportunity seems 
there to be applied without any trace of racial discrimination* 
At the same tine, west of the Soviet frontier antisemitism 
rules supreme, and just know* and for Sod knows how long* 
in forms of aa* exquisite bestiality. 

This places every Jew on earth - every Jew without 
exception, Polish or British or Chilean - before a difieult 
moral problejru and the problem has a most unpleasant direct 
bearing on his "orientation" with regard to this war. To 
put it bluntly: ISueeian conquest means the actual end to 

concrete anti semi tisnj where the Soviet rule is established* 
pegroms ar* impossible and all forms of Jew-baiting disappear. 
This is an undeniable empirical fact* In such cases of 


divided loyalty it is best to experiment w4th oneself $ % 
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I hair*; been do ins it uninterruptedly daring tile Neeles when 

It was still a riddle how far Russia '.routd advance into 

conquered Poland, ifr? basic attitude to Soviet Runsia ia 

both rationally and emotionally negative; exalting one clans 

over another ia to we anathema# a crime against equality which 

ia the base and the oTotm of all social decency; a regime 

without freedom of the press# to mo who aw by God's grace a 

scribe and nothing else# means starvation; I like the State 

to have as little to say as passible# I admit compulsion only 

as one admits quinine - when absolutely inevitable - I detest 

abed lance and think friendly anarchy tVie ideal regime for all 

nations in the luminous future, k land where everything is 

organised just the way l hate is to me a nightmare. In 

addition, the Soviets are enemies of Zionism# whereas to toe 

the restoration of a Jewish Palestine is the only theodicy 

+ 

and cosraorticy there is; they want to stifle the rebirth of 
Hebrew whereas 1, who know half Pushkin /by heart# am willing 
any day to trade the whole of Russian poetry for seven letters 
of the square alphabet; which ia very narwaw-minded but 
incurably true, To top it all# the Soviets* action in making 
friends with Bazisn and in stabbing Poland In the back placed 
them# in nty judgement# beyond the pale of biped zoology, I 
could add another page of invective# all genuinely felt and 
meant, - ’Jith this attitude in my heart# daring those weeks 
I opened ray paper with eager hands hoping to read that the 
Soviets had annexed more and more and more territory; for In 
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each one of* those border towns I have friend® to 'whom that 
Red Plead ’s advance meant escape from torture. 

The Implications of this story of one puzzled euiti- 
Corrcrruni Bt go much farther th?.n choosing between Russia and » 
Germany, a rather obvious choice not likely to hurt anyone’s 
susceptibilities. That dilemma still stands, not between 
Russia and Germany but between sooty- faced Russia and their 
holy Cleanliness the western democracies. On a broad, sweeping 
issue, the present conflict looks almost as much a contest 
between tile latter and the Soviets as between them and the 
K&zis* Should Russia profit, should her world-power Increase* 
the influence of the western Allies will be eclipsed; a triumph 
of the Allies will mean a tremendous setback for Russia, 
tfhat should I pray for *? An Allied viatory, fur the Jews of 
Eastern ».nd Central Europe, means what we have seen in a pro- 
ceeding chapter - u as you were") with a supervision which 
Sir Archibald Sinclair honestly advisee us not to overrate. 

But a new province snatched by the Soviets means, at least, 
no torture. Thom should I help, rebus sic stantibus ? 

The author has taken Jta; as object for his observation 
himself, but this was only a manoeuvre* Sixteen million Jews 
are watching, two thirds of them not as victims but as member 9 
of the Allied and neutral universe* l*bst of them, one or 
two generations ago, came from the Zone: everybody has a 

cousin in the eastern ghetto between the devil and the deep 


sea. 
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"threatening” iiurope that unless thie or that is 
done at once 9 A. or S, -will turn pro-!Soacow ia uii old device 
of political pressure; it is especially popular when A* and 
S. are Jews* It lius "been used ac often that it no longer 
frightens anyone* Yet there is a fund of bitter and 
dangerous truth in it all the same; and vice men know that 
many a menace * even if it never mat or tall see » turns to venom 
and mi erne. It is foolish to allo'o it to fester and mature 


in war time 
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CHAPTER ^ ^ 


The official Allied attitude to the Jewish evacua- 

# 

tion problem (la so far aa the official Allied view admit a 
the existence of such aching, under' the euphemist name of the 
"refugee" problem) is In contradiction with all our essential 
and vital interests* 

I 

The essential and vital interests of the Jewish 
masses In the Zone of distress, even considered apart front 
spiritual aspects such as the appeal of religion or Zionism, 
demand the recognition of two principles: 

a) That there is no probability whatever that the need 
for mass emigration will cease after an Allied victoryi that, 
on the contrary, the balance of probability points to an 
increased evacuation urge after the war; and that all inter- 
national policy plans with regard to the future of the 
"Jewish refugee 41 problem must, therefore, discard the cheap 
optimism justifying neglect and adopt, the "greater need" 
forecast as their only base. 

This "greater need" forecast has been dealt with 
in several of the pred ceding chapters and need not be dwelt 
• upon again* 






8a* 

b) The second principle let territorial concentration 
of Jewish immigrant s, and especially, no encouragement for 
their futher dispersion as minorities among other peoples* 

Probably no * plain man* with an ordinary brain needs 
any explanation with regard to this second principle* It ie 
ty hoy/ clear to all that the formation of new Jewish minorit- 
ies in countries or districts or towns where there are as yet 
no Jewish coamunitiee is hound to spread the microbes of the 
cancer for the future* perhaps for a very near future* To 
any sound mind* whether friendly or indifferent or even 
unsympathetic to Jews* the only sound policy is to Ieoh for 
some way of letting those emigrants, form a homeland of their 
own* Theoretically bp easing, it might he one homeland for 
all of them, or several homeland e; though the author does 
not bsleive in the possibility of the latter alternative, 
this is not the .place to analyse It - the main point is the 

homeland principle* A homeland for Jews means a land where 

/ - 

they would dwell only among Jews, or at least form there a 
majority sufficiently superior in numbers net to fear either 
pogroms, economic ousting, or even the uneasy feeling of the 
undesirable lodger* This does Hsdfc perhaps not necessarily 
imply full political independence; it certainly implies a 
very considerable extent of Internal sovereignty; it implies 
above all a sufficiently vast area tor several vast areas, if 
we speak theoretically) reserved for the purpose* That the 
task of finding such areas is not an easy one is obvious; 
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but to look for “easy" ways out of a problem of each magnitude 
would be childish. '-Then the plain «n» hears that Inter- 
government conferences are being called and committees set 
up to devise schemes for settling “refugees* T mainly if not 
wholely Jews t he expects the statesmen thus engaged to apply 
their efforte, first of all p in the direction not of scattered 
but of concentrated settlement' 

The official Allied attitude, so far as can be 
ascertained! favours the scattering of the ‘'refugees" » and the 
view that after the Allied victory there will be no need even 
for that* 


a a 

I; h 
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The Bvian Conference ( 


1938 ) t convened to 


was the outcome of President Roosvelt's Initiative, His 
original intention was a sweeping and far-reaching one* he 
wanted the civilised governments to provide on adequate solu- 
tion for the plight of all refugees} by “all" he explicitly 
meant both those who geographically were already out of the 
trouble and those who might reasonably be expected to get 
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out of it In the immediate future. Also g he did not intend 
to limit the scope of help to German and Austrian refugees 
only; he meant that the claims of those who were "being 
daily squeezed out of Ibland should also he weighed* There 
are some indications that lir. Roosvelt* s initial plan went 
even further than thati relief should he provided not only 
for those actually expelled or fled hut also for those left 
"behind to their agony; in other words * not only refugee 
relief hot also preventive evacuation. It is of course 
unlikely that Hr. Roosvelt expected a first conference to 
solve these problems in their immense entirety; what he 
intended was probably a full-sized "beginning plus a complete 
and courageous outline of the tasks ahead* 

When his envoy* Mr. Taylor* begah to go round the 
^European capitals sounding their attitudes to the ^resident's 
initiative* it became at once evident that he met heavy 
obstacles on hie way - that there were powerful influences 
alarmed and displeased by the sweep of Roosvelt's plan and 
hent u non narrowing It to as little as possible. xhe main 
centre of that obstruction was official London. 

The spring of 1959* when Mr. Taylor was travelling 
on hie expiratory spade-work mission* was the time when 
Foreign Office and Colonial Of five circles were busy looking 
for some way to reduce Great Britain's Zionist obligations* 



Xt ms the same resolve which a year later found its expres- 
sion in Hr. MacDonald's ’Jhite Paper on Palestine* The 
resolve could not possibly have reached full precision so 
early in 1938, hut the trend was perfectly clears England* e 
pledge to the Jews must he so interpreted as to leave her 
free to "buy Arab goodwill by stopping immigration to Pales- 
tine* K r. Kocavelt*e project was a most inopportune check 

to that tendency * An international body summoned to solve 
the refugee problem would inevitably begin by a quest for 
a suitable territory or territories » and the first object of 
their investigation would be naturally Palestine. This 
danger was to be averted at all costa* How? It would 
of course not do to offend Mr. Rooevelt by anything like an 
abrupt refusal to hold such a conference. Mr, Roosvelt sue 
to be let down softly and gently. The scope of the problem 
was first to be drastically cuti not all the refugees from 
all the countries, both already escaped or likely to escape 
in the future, but only those actual fugitives from Germany 
and Austria who are already out and already such a burden 
for Germany's hospitable neighbours. In other words* a 
problem of acme souls and not of Cod knows how many eventual 
myriads. Secondly, the problem thus limited would have to 
be treated as a question of international charity, not of 
international politics; no Jewish state proposals and such- 
like were to be put on the agendas and to drag in Palestine 
In this connection would mean embarrassing Great Britain and 
even making it impossible to take part in the gathering. 



Thirdly, there was obviously no need to invite to the asaem- 
bly countries, like Boland and Roumsnia, which could obviously 
offer no assistance by agreeing to absorb refugees! the 
only contributions these countries were likely to safes offer 
the conference would, obviously be a demand of an outlet for 
their own prospective emigrants* Before T4r* Taylor finished 
hie visiting round, the conference was already doomed to 
become a mockery and a failure. 

Symbolically, the man chosen as chief British dele- 
gate to the conference was Lord J/ inter ton, then Xinieter for 
in the Cabinet. The Jewish comment mas 
"Eerw There is only one convinced anti samite in this govern- 
ment, and it is he who has been selected to represent England 
at a conference dealing’ mainly with Jews." This la probably 
an overstatements Lord v? inter ton hardly deserves to be des- 
cribed as enemy of the Jews, Ify brethren in Israel are 
notoriously too touchy on this subject* There are Jewish, 
peculiarities which the;/ themselves? dislike, but a Gentile 
who would that he ton dislikes them would risk being 

branded an anti semi j^te* He may occasionally swear at the 

French, he may even express a doubt whether France really 
needs holding Djibouti, without being called TT&ncophobei 
but to swear at Jews* or to doubt that in any quarrel between 
them and, say, the Poles, it Is the Jews who arc wrong and 
and the Poles right, classes a Gentile with Hainan, All 
this is vary foolish on the part of ay brethren in Israel* 
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But not half eo foolish as it would be to appoint that critic 
of the stench people and of their Djibouti rights to represent 
you at an international conference which is to deal with the 
situation in the £ed Sea - tmlees you mean harm to the Prench* 
lord 7interton T s antecedents with regard to Jewish interests 
were weXl-kncwn and very significant; on many occasions, in 
the House of Commons and outside of it, he apoke as a con- 
vinced oponent of Zionism and a convinced supporter of the 
most virulent section of Arab nationalism ( whose propaganda 
committee in London he joined); and the way he treated the 
problem always showed, with irreproachable sincerety, that 
lord ■rinterton did not feel at all impressed with the alleged 
tragedy of Jewish existence and^ did not think that It was 
anyhow the Gentile world f s business to bother about it* 

All of which is not enough to condemn him to the Soo by 
stamping hira an anti Semite; 1 ara prepar ed*^£i? 'jsame things, 
mutatis mut a n dis! of the Portugeses and yet anyone calling me 
their enemy would be a liar. But lord winter ton had no 
business to go to such a conference, nor the Sritish govern- 
ment to send Mm there* It was a deliberate manifestation 
of a deliberate intention to sabotage a ggod thing. 

Is 

The topedoing of the Bvfcan conference, morally, 
the ugliest action one can remember on the scene of Inter- 
national contacts for a generation at least* The full 
depth of its ethical level was only revealed quite recently. 
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whan a Blue Book on Nasi atrocities in concentration oempe 
was published in London* The Blue Book la immensely effective 
in proving that the iTaaltj ore scoundrels^ the atrocities are 
horrid, and ± nine tenths of them - according to the official 
reports of British diplomatic and consular observers collect ad 
in that publication - were perpetrated on Jaws, But moot of 
them were made before the Evian conference, some at dates very 
close to that conference. The foreign Office knew what eas 
happening to the Jews in Germany and Austria, when they dis- 
patched Lord v/interton to Evian* He wan not instructed to 
tell the conference what British consuls had reported, or to 
warn It that the fugitives already fled were obviously only a 
fringe of the hordes of misery earmarked, to perish or to 
eacape to-morrow* He was instructed, on the contrary, to 
mini raise the tragedy and, above &U, to prevent the conference 
from looking ahead. 


Sc far as known, the same tactics were adopted at 
the second "refugee” conference - at 'Washington in October 
1939. Here again Hr, Hoc aval t was initiator, and Lord 
Winter ton British delegate. Here again Mr. Boo evel t is 
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reported to have expressed the apprehension that after the 
war there will he many more refugees than before* according 
to some of the reports the American delegation went ec far 
as to forecast a hunan flood amounting perhaps to twenty 
million homeless people of all races* Yet here again 

’’some European delegatee* firmly disagreed i and assured the 
gathering that* on the contrary* no refugee problem would be 
left in Tfarope after the Allied victory. Another report 
states* besides* t'n&t it was decided to start a (systematic 
enquiry into the absorbilve possibilities of & number of 
countries* but r^hle stine (at the demand of "some European 
delegatee") was excluded from the scope of aueh enquiry* 

All this is no ©mall matter. This is a deliberate 
policy of scuttling the chances of Jewish salvation; of 
discouraging our well-wishers and paralysing their attempts 
to help us* T mot to choose my words’ very carefully* but 
this is a line of action more than Just unfriendly - this is 
an action of wrecks*®. Moreover, even a wrecker does not 
always act sc wantonly as to rob a neighbour of a pound in 
order to save for himself a penny. Half a century of 
Jewish endeavour* aince Theodore Kersl*e day and before* had 
been devoted to the one supreme purpose; to make the civi- 
lised governments realise that the Jewish migration hunger 
is a world- nr obi ear and agree on an international effort to 
solve it in all its magnitude. At long last* a powerful 
initiative has begun to move in this direction, at a period 
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when the sympathy of all nations with the Jews* agony of 
homelessness nan (bo we thought) be considered unanimous. 

All the future of the race depends ofl the success of this 
step* and it is not only the Jews 1 chance of salvation - it 
is also iftirope^ chance to get cured. All these are pros- 
pects of profound and durable, perhaps of eternal, inter- 
national and humanitarian value, „ As against this* there Is 
the petty apprehension that a British Cabinet nay be put in 
an a wlcward position if the Palestine question is reopenedi 
a policy which British leaders dislike* and which nine tenths 
even of its reluctant supporters accept only as provisional* 
There is something repellent in this disproportion between 
the enormity of the - harm and the puny cheapness of the 
advantages stories of the middle ages, read in early boy- 
hood, return to memory - "ycse, the village is burning, but ' 
do not sound the alarm leet you wake hie Lordship **,,*", 



CHAPTER XI 


The Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees, 
eat up by the Svien Conference, has so far (Pehruary 1940) 
published no results of its investigation* This is not a 
reproach* a geo-political enquiry spread over half the globe 
muet he slow work under the beet of conditions, and this 
particular worfc has been lately handicapped by the war* 

The result is that no proper review can be offered of the 
settlement possibilities discovered by the Committee, for 
the refugees generally and the Jewish refugees in particular* 
In the mean tine the press, general and Jewish, has every 
week to report some rumour about some new outlet* Collected 
and printed, these rumours would present a maddening Jumble 
of names and figures. The following countries have been 
mentioned as fit and willing (or sdbes vice versa) to absorb 
a certain number of refugees* Abyssinia, Alaska, Australia, 
Bolivia, Brasil, British Guiana, British Honduras, the 
Dominican Republic, Guatemala, Sanya, Madagascar, Mindanao 
of the Thilippine Islands, Mew Caledonia, Northern Rhodesia, 
Tanganyika * Hsxx. 

Jeannette, Nine, 

Alice, Aline, 

Delias, 2iilie - 

St J 'en oublie 

* 

The numbers of refugees which can, according to 
these press reports, be accepted by each of these countries 
are another Jumble, The figures vary from "100,000 and mor?* 
to * a few qualified specialists*, both some times with 
reference to the earns land, the larger figure looming on 
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Two distinct lines of thought are traceable 
chaos* infiltration of individuals and group settlement* 
Sometimes* instead of Tjroup settlement”, the term "colo- 
Eisation 1 * is used* The difference is double* Infiltration 
is what overseas migration (except in Palestine} has been 
throughout the last 50 3 ? ears* *lmmi grants* have no ambition 
to create a new social organism, they find one ready-made 
and look for some unoccupied spots within it where they could 
find or build a foothold for themselves* On the contrary t 
"colon! aers n in this terminology are people going in bunches 
to large empty areas in order to erect a new body social 
where tfc re was none before, - The second difference* more 
to the point in our case* la this* infiltration means new 
ghettos* colonisation or group settlement is? a conception 
more or less (only more or less) related to the "territo- 
r ialist u idea of a Jewish state* or a Jewish province* or 
several Jewish provinces* 

It is not clear whether the Intergovernmental 
Committee is prepared to support this Herritorialist" idea, 
but any public spirit there is behind such schemes as Alaska* 
British Guiana* especially Australia, is definitely 
"territorialiet*, 

x 

The one item that never varies is* of course* finance* 
Whenever that is mentioned, all reports frankly state that 
very Mg sums willbe necessary if more than the "imfiltra- 


L- — 



tion* of those few qualified spool el lets Is require**. 

To “colonise" {outside of Palestine) one million people 
woul d probably cost ’between 300 end 400 million pounds* 

This If just to give the reader an ideal nobody really 
means to ash for such amounts* All the schemes mors or less 
reliably rumoured so far seem to be on a far less ambiisiouB 
scale* This, however, only Increases the impression of 
fantastic unreality. 40 0 million may be a monstrous lot 
of money, but in connection Mth so grandiose a vision as 
a Milton colonists it somehow sounds, at least adequate. 

Cuite a different matter is to realise that settling on the 
land 500 families would, at the same rate, cost one million 
pounds. A million pounds is what the Zionist movement, with 
a driving power not easily to be equalled, collects in about 
two years: a sum very, very hard to achieve. 500 refugee^ 
families, or about 2000 souls, are a pebble out or an ava- 
lanche. Kr* Roosevelt, at the wfashington Conference in 
October 1939, was reported to anticipate some 20 million 
homeless people after the war. If sc# b million among them 
will be Jews. Both figures are only estimates, but the second 
is incomparably more certain than the first* The bullc of 
these 5 million willhave to go; the process will involve 
astronomical figures of expenditure - for an accomplishment 
of equal grandeur* The figures mentioned in connection 
with the innumerable schemes for scattering the “refugees* 
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through all the latitudes of the earth also run Into 
astronomical totals in coots* but as to quantities of 
Peopi® to be saved, the results they peroral se are frankly 
microscopic. 


x 

The *1 nf iltration” schemes need not he dLscussed> 
they .are all&bove board, In the souse that their fundamen- 
tal rottenness is obvious to all and by no one disputed. 

The following string of news- items has been leisurely 
gleamed from the london H Jewish Chronicle" files of 1938 
and 1939s 

According to a statement issued by the Government 
cf If or them Rhodesia the elected members of the 
Legislative Council have unanimously opposed any 
immigration of Jewish refugees. The acting Governor* 
therefore, felt unable to advise the Secretary of 
State that the matter would be proceeded with, further 
at the present time# (August 19, 1338) 

It is stated that mas immigration Into the Portuguese 
colonies is strictly forbidden#. (August 19, 1938) 

President Vargas of Brasil has issued a decree 
prohibiting the establishment of communities of 
one nationality, fixing the annual ouota of 
immigration at t too per cent of tie total number 
of immigrants of the same nationality during the 
last fifty years and establishing aa immigration 
couneil, (September E, 1938) 

A memorandum urging the prohibition of foreign 
immigrants into}" Cyprus has been submitted to the 
Hitnicipal Council by local professional 
corporations (September 16, 1938} 

Refugees f*om European countries willnot be 
encouraged to emigrate to Kern Zealand, according 
to a statement mode last meek by Ur* Nash, the 
Uini eter of Finance (September 16, 1938) 
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It i s understood that the Gov eminent of 

South Africa is unwilling to contemplate 

any mod Mention in the stringent y ax ia d Eft Kg 

provisions of the Aliens Act* which makes 

Jewish Immigration virtually impossible, (Dec* 2, 1933) 

It la reported that the Uruguay Etoverment has 
Instructed its consuls to refuse visas to Jews 
who arc emigrating for racial or political 
reasons (December 23* 1933) 

The Foreign Office of Ecuador adviced consuls 
and agents in foreign countries not to issue 
permanent visas to aliens (July Id* 1939) 

Twenty more geographical names could he added to this list* 
The JewiBh refugee is not wanted, When he is admitted# it 1c 
by marcy, cajolery* or fiuLUft'fcy friendly pressure* precarious 
visas all of them* Here again, the author means no reproach 
either to hospitable Governments or to humanitarian inter- 
mediaries; they deserve endless gratitude- Also, from the 
point of view of shipwrecked individuals anything is better 
than drowning- Dut as & considered intergovernmental policy 
infiltration, in this cstse, is an all-round waste of mission 
and opportunity, sowing inevitable harm for to-morrow, harm 
to the refugees, ttt the hospitable countries, to the wo rig 
at larg#+ Its only redeeming feature le its narrow range - 
it cannot overspread as the peoples are ever more unwilling 
to grant hospitality which they willbe unable decently to 
su stain, 

x. 

The only proper task for an Intergovernmental Committee 
of this hind, so far as the Jewish "refugee v phenomenon 1b 
concerned, would be to discard infiltration {delegating it 
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to private institutions) and concentrate upon inquiry 
into the possibilities of the * territorial solution. 

There are bo far no indications whether the Committee is 
thinking in that direction* At Brian, where it was formed , 
it certainly received no such commission* it may have got 
it from the Washington Conference whose resolutions have 
not been published, or were perhaps so insignificant as to 
get lost in the noise of the war T or the Committee may have 
set out along this high read, the only road, on its own 
initiative and responsibility. It is to be hoped it has. 

If not, it will have to; or some other body will be formed 
for the purpose, inevitably. 

Nothing can be more deplorable than the strange 
passivity of Jewish public opinion in this regard. Since 
Leo Hnsker wrote "Auto- emancipation" 60 years ago, since 
Theodor Herzl founded political 2ionsim, it has been all 
Jefre* hope that some day the civilised world would realise 
the international character of the problem of our migrations, 
and an intergovernmental organ would be established to 



ungenerous 
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wilful Shortsightedness o T one bureaucracy that Is 
supposed to Mndez 1 them. A few months of concerted 
counter-attack by pdbllc o pin ton* overwhelmingly hacked 
by the tragedy going on before the world* s eye in the 
East* would sweep away that obstruction and force the 
In tergovenusent&l Committee, to the Committee’s own 
rejoicing and pride* to concentrate on the Jewish State 
quest! on, 

To avoid misunderstandings, it is useful here to 
state that the Intergovernmental Committee as at present 
constituted is by far not adequately manned for the great 
purpose. It includes excellent brains but has no real 
contact with the main forces of organised Jewish 
democracy. The defect is largely due to a Jewish 
weakness which Is partly their misfortune and partly their 
own fault t there is no united organ claiming the title 
of an Exilarchate, a "government* of the Jewish people 
in dispersion. This gap willbe discussed in cur conclud- 
ing chapter? here it is only fcentionod to explain that 
a committee of eminent Gentile well-wishers is not the 
competent authority for solving Jipeblems of Jewish history 
Then Pi neker and Hersl spoke of "international* efforts 
to solve these problems what they meant was: the Gentile 

nations together with the Jewish nation. This* however, 
is also bound to come. As soon as the present “Ewian* 



Comrat ttee will force Its 'bounds and start on its high 
road, it will itself realise the inadequacy of its compo- 
sition and demand to "be enlarged. Perhaps even then it 
will only be a forerunner, not the final assembly to 
pronounce the final decision? nor does the author forget 
that the reallyjf "final" decision An a peoples fate can 
only be pronounced, in deeds not in formulas, by the 
people itself. - But with all that the "Brian* Committee 
to -day is an important factor * a lever that can open 
many Impasses* and it is deplorable that Jewish public 
opinion neglects the lever. 

at 

Such Jewish bodies as seem already to enjoy the^ 
Intergovernmental Committee T a recognition prefer to follow 
the Rvisn lead and concentrate on palliatives* The 
biggest t at least the most conspicuous* departure on 
this path of smaller mercies which leads hardly anywhere 
has been* up to date* the solemn signature of a contract 
between the Dominican Government and an American Jewish 
corporation known as the Agro— Joint* The newspapers 1 re- 
port mentioned that the agreement was concluded *with 
the blessing of the Intergovernmental Committee on - 
Refugees*. Very little is toiown about its contents at 
the moment of writing* but it certainly promises relief 
to several tbou sands German- Jewish ref*g see who will be 
selected for agricultural settlement* mainly* it appears* 



on a vast area of land generously donated for this 
purpose by Senor Trujillo, a former Praeident of Santo 
Domingo, It would "be churlish. not to acknowledge all 
this with respect end gratitude, or to look for defects 
where the chief thing is the achievement itself, doubt- 
lessly valuable and handsome. The Dominican republic is 
reported to have agreed to admit up to 100,000 Jewish 
refugees, so that these 5 thousand settlers on Senor 
Trujillo's land (another report speaks of ^00 families" ) 
are only a beginning! the Agro- Joint is a colonising body 
of great efficiency! with a first rate record of similar 
work done in Soviet Russia; both parties to the' agreement 
axe to be sincerely congratulated, admired, and wished 
the t beat of success, 

Rut when that success willbe attained, and not only 
the first 500 5r 5000 but all the 100,000 settled In Santo 
Domingo, the problem of the exodus of several million souls 

y 

will stand before us just as big as if the whole Dominican 
episode were an illusion: as eom ungracious sceptics think 
it is and will prove* 
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CHAPTER XII 

Apart from Palestine* few Bahamas of a “territo- 
rial! at* nature - she ernes intended to produce a Jewish 
State or province - have emerged intopri eminence recently. 
Such an one seems to be the British Guiana project, ltr. 
Heville Chamberlain said In the House of Commons , on 
Sbveraber 21st, I938i “1 turn now to British Guiana, It le 
not possible at this stage togiva exact figures cf the 
total area which could be made available to he leased for 
this purpose, but it would certainly not he less than 
10,000 square miles, and probably more*. Sir Samuel Hoare, 
on the same day, “admitted that the territory envisaged 
Included that which had proved unsuitable for the settle* 
meet of 5000 Assyrians a few years ago*. (Sir John Hope 
Simpson, in his monumental “Refugee Problem* report to the 
Royal Institute of International Affairs, In a chapter 
dealing with the Assyrian tragedy, devotes only two lines 
to that little disappointment* "Search was made in many 

quarters of the globe, among others in Brasil and la 
Guiana 

British £k±ev, but no suitable site for settlement could 
be found*). 

The Advisory Committee on Political Refugees appointed 
by President Roosevelt dispatched a commission of experts 
to investigate British Guiana. They spent a few weeks in 
touring various sections of the country and produced a 
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report. The British Colonial Office hastened to publish 

it as a Iftiite Paper in Kay 1939, obviously to offset or 

oof tea the blow to the Jews dealt by the other IShite Paper, 

tie felestlne one* which appeared in the same month. One 

home-land la closed, hut here is another on the horizon, 

The Commie sion 's conclusions are moderately optimistic 

hut cautious. The territory "is not an Ideal place for 

refugees from middle European countries* and '■could not he 

scale 

considered for ^Immediate" large mum settlement", hut it 
is worth "a trial settlement". The trial should involve 
5000 pioneers , three million dollar costs (only that?) and 
two years time (only?). The points to he clarified during 
the trial are - all points: everything Is under a question 

marft at present - whether the actual aTea of fertile soils 
is as extensive as assumed, whether forests and savannahs 
(which undoubtedly are extensive) can he untllised, whether 
there is room for industries heavy and light, whether a road, 
he it only a rou$i one, could he huilt at 
reasonable costs to males the settlement accessible, and whether 
Europeans can stand the taelt despite the fact that ether 
Europeans tried and failed* The quesy number last hut one 
can perhaps be illustrated by a story told of another South 
American country: "you can reach our interior from our sea 
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el tiler "by ? piano or on mule backx the second way 
le of course more expensive, Drat faster** A reply to 
query number last seems to be indirectly suggested by the 
comtal scion in another connection - in explaining why the 
fact that the same colony was found unsuitable for Assyrians 
need not imply its uneul tabili ty for middle European refu- 
gees. The reason is that the refugee problem presents "a 
number of special features", of which the first is "the 
extreme urgency and necessity with which the refugees are 
being forced to find new homes", Must needs where devil 
drives. A useful additional query', - omitted by the good 
commissioners, would be whether the devil can be persuaded 
to wait till all the other queries will be answered by 
experiment, in an equatorial country of hills and primaeval 
forests with no roads to speak of. The sum of the queries 
as seen above, represents a total survey which it will take 
not two years but a generation to perform* 

This should not be taken as criticism of British 
Guiana's fitness for close settlement* The Colonial 
Secretary said in September last year that some "voluntary 
organisations in Great Britain had been on the point of 
establishing a corporation to cany out the {British Guiana) 
a&heme* but owing to the outbreak of the war action had 
been suspended for the time being" • 


"Action", we assume. 
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meanfl both the small experimental settlement to begin 
^th and investigation of vaster po edibilities ahead; some 
^ay action* in this sense tray he resumed* and may produce* 
after all* quite favourable cons tat at lone* even if not 
Jesra hut other colonisers will ultimately make uee of them* 
Speaking generally and theoretically, it is unlikely that 
any spot on God’s earth Is destined to remain unused in 
eternity* tfith the progress of technique, in a hundred 
years or less, perhaps even the Sahara desert will he colo- 
nised, with the help of water brought from the Eiger in 
pipelines fivehnndred mile long, or from underground sources 
five thousand feet deep. Countries like the Guian&a, where 
the obstacle is rather superabundance of nature's vitality 
than the opposite, will probably all have found their masters 
even before that* Humanltiy Is too crowded, apace too 
valuable; it will not long yet be allowed to lie waste. 
Aeroplanes will annihilate distance, radio and television 
will permit a dweller of Central Africa to attend first 
nights of the Hew York Metropolitan opera* some other Inven- 
tion will perhaps enable a worker, lounging before a screen 
and a switchboard at Ms cottage a hundred miles away from 
his factory* to do hie work the same as if he stood two 
steps from the big wheel. All reasons for herding together 
will disappear? hereditary townsmen will long for the luxury 
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of that Boer wmxXrxkkxx troortraklrer who felt crowded when 
he saw hio neighbour's smoke; people will migrate overseas 
not because of hunger and persecution hut Just for the fun 
of apace , which is perhaps as vital In all of us as the fun 
of speed* The all the waste places around the glob a will be 

*i Jj-r- 

planted, including the Guisnas, including even Biro-Bid Jan. 

The only link with the huddled past will he the jealousy of 
nationality: men still will insist, then and for ever In 

eternity, that the next door fellow, no matter how far the 
next door, -should be hi sown kith and kin* 

All this is said to prove that the author does not 
disparage either British Guiana or any other place any 
sensible people may suggest for mass-settlement by Jews* Some 
day all these places v will be happily settled by some people 
or other. But mass- settlement by Jews is not a vision of the 
radiant future when water, soil and climate will obey man's 
order ^ and a magic ward weighing two ounces will replace 
not only spades and axes hut even tractors. The Jewish exodus 
is a need of tomorrow, litteral tomorrow; it has its inherent 
conditions and limitations, due partly to the nature of the 
Jew such as he is to-day, partly to the nature of other 
peoples such as they are to-day, and partly on the technique 
of mass settlement such as It la to-day - still an extremely 
hard up-hill entreprise. 


x 
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Th« most interesting of all "territorial 1 * projects is 
not British Guiana but Western Australia* One of its most 
remarkable features Is that its ad van cement Is due to the 
lone effort of one single man* and the mane is neither young 
nor rich* Ho? does he excel In the Kind of nuisance they 
call propaganda* Hie "trick" or secret seems to be just 
that calm obstinacy which always wants to -day what It wanted 
yesterday* His name is Ur, 1* Steinberg. In Russia , long 
ago 9 he was a prominent member of a party with a thundering 
name - Socialist-Revolutionary* S*E. for short* It was the 
non-KarjSci st wing of Russian Socialism* The Bolsheviks wiped 
them cut* Before that happened* Ur* Steinberg managed to 
hold a ministerial post in one of the transition governments* 
How he lives In London. At some time in the course of the last 
decade he formed* or perhaps only joined* a group called the 
"yreeland League" for Jewish Territorial Colonisation** Last 
year he went to Australia and actually converted a State of 
the Commonwealth entirely to his views. The story is a 
striking lesson that very big political actions can be 
accomplished single-handed by one person, perfectly unoffi- 
cial* with hardly much even in the way of popular backing 
or other credentials* without any of that medicine -witch 
stuff known ae personal magnetism or "appeal"* simply hy 
talking timely sense* 
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That Dr. Stei^^erg has converted practically the 
whole of tfest-Auetr&lia ie undeniable. There U a ?ast 
waste territory along the northernmost half of* the conti- 
nent's north-western sea shore, known as “the Kisiberleye “ . 

The districts the Preeland League has under consideration 
are Ivanhoe and Argyle in the Grd River region whi ch belongs 
to '.Vest Australia, and Uewry and Auvergne in the Worth 
Australian Territory, hut this is probably not the final 
limit of the scheme. The whole area which could be claimed 
for eo lonisat ion is probably larger than England and Wales. 

It is practically uninhabited. The Australian' , Perth* a 

leading daily, voiced what eee^e to he general opinion in 
admitting, in a lengthy editorial, that neither Australians 
nor British itnmi grants - Judging by all experience of the 
last decades - could be expected to make a success of 
opening up that part of the continent j and as Australia, for 
various reasons including that of safety, ought not to 
tolerate any longer an unpopulated ITortb, Jews were prefe- 
rable by far to any other non-British stock. This view was 
supported by representative men and women of all classes, a 
resolution was passed In the State *s Legislative Assembly 
endorsing the schema and asking the Commonwealth authorities 
to consider it favourably. 
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She full range of the scheme was not stated in 
precise figures* either of square miles which would he 
needed ultimately nor of immigrants untimately to he brought 
in. Before the Berth Chamber of Commerce Dr, Steinberg said 
that “if six to seven million acres could he obtained on Ord 
River* it would be possible there to establish a Jewish 
settlement baelced with pastoral and agricultural activities". 
As to numbers of Immigrants* he was always careful to undere 
line that at first only some five to six hundred young 
pioneers* men and women* would be sent to teat possibilities 
and try out the methods. Later on he envisaged a settlement 
of about ten thousand. In another address* he mentioned 
75*000 and 100*000 as a more remote aim* but did not say that 
was the final limit. In an interview "he visual! Bed a new 
British province well established In ter to fifteen years". 

The goal of the Praeland League is* of course* a Jewish 
State roomy enough to absorb a real exodus. The Australian 
sympathisers* intelligent people and descendants of colonisers 
themselves* obviously understand all this; moreover* as one 
of the grounds for their sympathy is their fear of a Japanese 
Invasion* it is clear that in considering colonisation achefcss 
they thinfc not in terms of thousands but rather - at least - 
of hundreds of thousands,* 
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What in not so clear as that ware of symapthy la the 
question whether the area Is suitable for European pioneers. 

The "West Australian* a" friendly editorial Just mentioned* 

In enumerating the causes tf previous failures* refers to 
"Isolation) transport difficulties* stock pleats and dis- 
eases* and an An friendly climate 11 . But in the same article 
that half of the Kimberley division of the State is described 
as a "well- watered area of large rivers and fertile valleys* 
almost unknown and completely unpopulated except by natives*. 

On the other hand* Dr, Steinberg himself admitted in & speech 
to the £erth Labour Women Organisation that "the site picked 
was not exactly a pleasant place* and he was sure that 
Australians would never go there in affective number to work... 
Regarding whether the new settlers could stand the climate, it 
was explained that there are 5 winter months which are quite 
pleasant; two are extremely hot and dry, and five months are 
hot and humid", (The area is situated, roughly* between 12° 
end 20° south}. In an interview with the Kelboume “Age 11 * Dr* 
Steinberg, referring to water supply, somewhat qualified the 
"West Australian 1 *■- " optimism stating that "in the wet season 
there were good streams and lakes in evidence* and water 
conservation would not be a difficult project*. l£r* J£,C. 

Angelo, of Cameron, an enthusiastic supporter of the ebhema, 

■ ■■ 

speaks also guardedly of that aspect of the sit 0*8 nature! 
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•there are wiles of good water in the Ord River above 
the tidal limit, and thousands of acres fertile and easy 
to irrigate 1 ** 

All this would, of course* be taken fully into 
account if the scheme ever came to be finally entertained 
as officially practicable and accepted* There is no doubt 
that it would be found bristling with enormous difficulties 
and demanding an •astronomical' 1 an outlay as any other 
similar project; but such obstacles cannot be helped as 
long as the suitable territory is being looked. for outside 
of Palestine; and all such obstacles to colonisation* as 
said before* are sure to be conquered by some people some 

I 

day in the future. 

The real obstacle to the ^Pre eland leagues* 
Australian scheme lj.es elsewhere* It was mentioned* 
without except ion* in every favourable comment printed or 
spoken throughout Dr, Steinberg’s campaign not as an 
un surmountable hindrance JtK but simply as s secondary 
reservation; ami the SYeeland League’s delegate* in his 
replies, also treated it as such - as an apprehension 
which can easily be removed* In this. It is to be feared* 
both sides were mistaken* The obstacle will most probably 
prove not secondary but of dominating and overwhelming----*” 
importance; and of the only two means by which it can be 
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removed, Jews are not likely to accept the first and the 
Australian Coimonwealt'h the second* 

The nature of that obstacle had better be illus- 
trated by a few quotations* 

The "I'est Australian's* editorial asks "whether 
the Jewish sana; colonists* once admitted* will be content 
to stay on the settlement; whether there would be a serious 
risk of their migrating South in large numbers and 
attacking Australian industrial standards from the sheer 
necessity of earning a livelihood". 

S£r. A. Thompson, member of the Legislative Council, 
an expert on the Kimberleys, and a sympathiser of the scheme: 
*1 1 may be argu ed that the Jews might tend to drift south- 
ward s after experiencing the hard work of development. I 
think thi t could he regulated easily by agreement and the 
issue of penal ts from the State or Commonwealth authorities*. 

3£r. Latham, also a sympathiser, leader of the 
opposition in the State's Legislative E33SSS* Assembly, 
during the Addle es-in-Se ply debate: "The Government must 
be careful, however, that those people did not come South 
end provide additional labour for a market which did not 
want them. Some agreement should be entered into with 
these people, by which - If they left the settlement - they 
would have to go overseas". 
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Anti bq on without one single exception* 

Dr. Steinberg seems to have fully realised the para- 
mount Importance of this apprehension* and tie necessity to 
allay it* Whether the solution he proposed was a happy one 
remains to he seen* In addressing those labour tfomen at Perth* 
he *£polee of the suggested possibility that these new settlers 
might compete in the Southern areas for work**. He said that# 
first of all# this settlement would not be a separate section 
but would he incorporated in the Australian Commonwealth* and 
guarantees would be given to the Government that they would 
remain there for at least five years 8 * 

The solution, is anything but a happy one* The promise 
that the settlement area will be "incorporated in the Common- 
wealth* can only intensify the feari that can only make it easier 
for disappointed settlers to rwve to Perth or Melbourne or 
Sydney* Dr, Steinberg* s corrective Is# if we put it plainly# 
to prohibit those settlers from travelling outside of their 
reservation, at least during the first five years* They would 
have to be issued special passports for the purpose; the 
reservation^ boundary would have to be watched; and police 
in the Southern cities would have the right to track offenders 
and send then; bach to the reservation* or * as Mr* Latftera 
suggested - sake them "go overseas* 1 * There is nothing new In 
such an arrangement t essentially# it is the same as that 
applied toHegroe# in the Union of South Africa# or - sut&t.lfi 
mutandis - to Jews in Csarlst Russia where they had to stay in 
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tlie Pale of Settlement and were forbidden entering the central 
provinces of the empire. 

Theira la no doubt that Dr* Steinberg and all hie 
colleagues on the Preeland League* a executive t when they 
realise all the implications of such a "guarantee** will them* 
selves reject such a solution. Bor is any Australian govern* 
meat, in view of the country's fine Liberal traditions* likely 
to agree to an experiment of so shady's kind* 

The only other solution would be to promote the settle* 
merit area from the start to the dignity of an independent state* 
properly out off from the Gomroon wealth by an international 
frontier with a proper visa control on both si dee- In this way 
there would he for the settlers no stigma of civio inferiority! 
but the other drawbacks would be so serious that no dreamer 
could be sc drsaay as to lay this solution before an Australian 
government , 

This i 0 no doubt the main reason why* last January* an 
official answer to an M.S.'s question was given in the Common- 
wealth Parliament to the effect that the Government rejected 
the Kimberley schenje, 

x 

Headers should not be surprised at so much attention 
given to thfe particular project. It deserves attention not 
only because of the honest great devotion behind it* but also 
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and especially on account 


to lie read ae referring not only 


of its Wesson wM dh ought 
to Australia hut to all 


"terri tor lull at 1 ' schemes outside of Palestine 
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Qbapter XIII 
The Fate Morgana Land 

The title is meant to cover all the projects* 
present and future, of finding a "suitable territory* - but 
not Ifelestlne ** where a Jewish State or province could be estab- 
lished, This chapter willnot talre us out of our way lu 
dealing with war aims. At the end of the war the Jewish state 
oust be established by International decision; the 'state 
itself* not a commission for geographical research. Ke search 
must precede the end of the war; one may add, with grim satis- 
faction, that there seems to be plenty of time for it ahead 
of us* The "E^ian" Committee ie tout Indicufe to carry out 
such a preliminary geographical quest, and it could do worse 
than justify its exist enee by preparing the solution of the 
only "refugee* problem that historically matters. 

The anther, of course, doss net believe in the reality 
of any UiiyilBtirtim t t "terri tor last* projects outside of 
^lestine; in this sense he considers all search for other 
suitable areas hopeless* But the quest should nevertheless 
be treated with fullest respect; even by the meet zealous and 
Jelous of uncompromising Zionists. Logically, it is in 
their interest to encourage the closest scrutiny of all non- 
Palestinian schemes. 

There! s the well-hnown Anglo-Saxon prejudice against 
logic in politics, but that Is an error.. Life ie always 
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Infallibly logical* logic * however , is a. complicated 
concept, as tortuous as the concept "arithmetic", There 
is a etory about the Russian peasant who once propounded 
this mathematical theory: "Pour and four make eight, with 
this I can agree? soma say that five and three alec make 
eight ~ tut that's a Jewish trick”* He would be astounded 
to learn that 613 minus 1000 plus the square rant of 625 
plus 64 minus 50 times nine also Tgakes eight* 

Still more involved are the he thods of political 
logic, la this problem of a "suitable territory 11 , in 
particular, one should he warned against lapses into 
simplified bucolic arithmetics* The chain of ideas with 
which life's logic is bound in this case to operate is 
composed of thre main links: 

aj Inevi tabili ty of exodus 

b) Do exodus possible except to a Jewish State 

c) Ho suitable site for the Jewish State 

but one. 

In this chain every link is of eqial importance? should 
one of them break, it is the end of the chain* This ib why it 
would not be wise to imagine that point "c" can be smothered 
in silence? it will have to be threshed out very thoroughly* 
Sven Herzi and JTordsu, found era of mod era Zionism, h ad to pass 
inwardly through the phase of looking for the Pata Korgana 
before they realised the objective inevitability of the one 
and only •site’ 1 * To-day many Christian minds are going through 
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tlio oatoe procees, and it would "be a great si stake to betray 
irritation or Impatience because they have not yet reached 
tie final stage* Let them learn our alphabet letter by 
let ter t not only "let them* <* help theta lesru* help them con* 
ceatrate f one after another* on the Fata Morgana s. 3very 
mbhoolboy, after his third lesson of geometry* imowe hoe a 
theorem can be proved by the tastbod called contrarie s assume 
that black is vhite and see to shat impasse it will lead ydu. 

In the realm of etatemanehip this is perhaps the paramount 
method of reasonings what the English call "learning by trial 
ani error " , only their great mietalce is in insisting that every 
trial should be performed empirically, aliaf "muddled through** 
at the cost of sometimes terrific near and tear* whereas 
Continental minds prefer to do their Middling by means of 
dialectic argument. Thou believeat there is a F&ta Morgana 
Land? Very well, here is thy globe; search one; we may even 
light a lamp for three to see better; only, for everything's and 
everybody's eake, see that the quest is finished, before the 
Peace conference* 

As to the outcome of the search* provided it be con- 
ducted in good faith, there is no need to fret? the outcome 
is preordained* 

Has It ever occurred to the reader* now that he hears fehat 
so many territories are being mentioned sb suitable, why is it 
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that no single government ever thought of proposing one of the® 
through all the years since the Great war? 

Jews as country -builders weremost prominently "In the 
market" throughout the period* and not a bad "proposi tion rt 
either* Jill the governments* and all the newspaper readers in 
their countries* could not h&lp being aware at least of two facts : 
about Palestine* first - that Jewish colonisation was bringing 
that country an unheard-of rain of gold, every year in and out 
of season? second - that all the time these very Jews were having 
there trouble with the Arabs and friction with the British admi- 
nistration. In homely parlance, it was a case of a bride with 
quite an appetising dot who, judging by all one heard, could 
safely be assumed to feel disappointed in her fiance. This is a 
situation which invariably stirs up attention in the "market* 
and produces other tentative offers* Why has nothing of the kind 
ever occurred in our case? 

The first fact - the golden rain - was widely known 
throughout the world, especially to governments. Between 1922 
and 1936, especially since 1925, consuls, bankers, reporters, 
travellers emphasised and exaggerated it In every language of 
the printing press* The second fact - trouble - was even better 
known the world throughout, having been everywhere lavishly 
headlined, with sensational embellishments, in 1920, 1921, 1929 
and almost daily since April 1936* flhy was there never a compe- 
ting offers here is another territory, every hit as good or 
better (certainly not worse) - change over and bring your gold 
and have no trouble? 



I 
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The only explanation* purely deductive hut difficult 
to evade* ie that there are no each "eai table* territories 
in the markets no territory combining in itself all those 
characteristics which are necessary to make it "suitable’'. 

This brings us to the question* what are those characteristics? 

x 

A territory (outside of Palestine) suitable for the 
establishment of fb# Jewish State met satisfy* at least 
from the Gen til* a point of view* three essential requirements* 
jjfrom the point of view of the Jew there may be more; but here* 
in this chapter* the problem is examined in pragmatic sobriety* 
under strictest ellninati tm of sentimental idiosyncrasies* 

The three requirements* short and sharp* are tfceue: 

a) the territory must be empty; 

b) it must be good 

c) it must be of no value to its present owners* 
The first condition must not be taken literally - no 

land is absolutely "empty"* but the population on the spot 
mis t be less than insignificant, otherwise there would be no 
change* TOaere there is a noticeable established population* 
the same trouble ie bound to arise as with ties Arabs in 
Ihleatine. It would not matter who those native* might be* ; j 1 

even if they were Ikussao or Berreros, trouble would coma all ; i 

! ! 

the same* If they were themselves m* le to write in news- j ■ 
papers* they would find shite-skinned protectors (English, most ; 
probab ly ) who would take up the cudgels on their behalf and - j 
quite justly - poe« to the government a difficult ethical | 
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questions *If it Is unfair to give the Jews e country 
underpopulated by Arabs* why ie it right to give them a 
country underpopulated by Negroes?’*. 

The second requisite* translated into moderate term! no* 
logy* means that the territory should he colonl sable by 
average Europeans. Greenland is empty# hut so far# than God* 
it has not been offered* An honest Christian aoul* Ifes* 
Urahklin Roosevelt* recently said: *Xf a land is to he found 
for the Jess* it must he a land fit for white men to live in*, 
Where other shite pioneers have failed utterly (ami that* 
gera rations ago when rasjsx man was much less of a tenderfoot 
than now}* Jewish colonisation would obviously stand little 
chance* even from that sober and pragmatic point of view 
which desc&rds all sentimental nonsense.* There may be quite 
a flood of preliminary twaddle about equatorial valleys and 
aretic ridges* but after a serious scrutiny no goverraaertit and 
no commission will sponsor such an offer simply because 
serious people hate making fools of themselves. Their belief 
in. the Jews* genius for f sally rough pioneering should not 
be overrated* and one may be sure that neither in Labrador 

h 

nor in the forests between the Orinoco and the Amazon will 
they look for the suitable territory. They will look for 
something really “good”* 
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Bs»t the third condition * a territory of no value to 
lto present owners - can be taken literally* The Australian 
example is conclusive. The same apprehension is hound to 
arise wherever there is a common frontier between the owners * 
country and the Jewish province! This is probably why the 
Guiana proposal is so pop&lar* the colony is entirely isolated 
so the danger of the settlers leading any British territory 
would be nil* But in every other case the state that offers 
the Jews a * territory" must begin by renouncing it cowpfe$6ly - 
must make it an independent country from the start* not just 
virtually but formally. The AuutrslianA* fear of * failures 
coming South* is hard sound experience* The surest of pros- 
pects in modern agricultural colonisation is the inevitably X 
large proportion of failures* and these must inevitably float 
awa towards the big to 'flu©. In Australia this has been ’toe case 
over and again* her cities are full of such deserters from 
* stations* in the "bush*. One of the latest disappointments 
was the sett lenient of Theodore on the Dawson River. It was 
started by the government in 1327. It had raany advantages over 
the Kimberley project* out of the tropics, total rainfall of 
28 inches, water from the Dawson provided for nine irrigations 
a year; and the expenditure wae £8000 (eight thousand pounds) 
per settler, which is a lavish lot, but must have been very 
helpful to the settlers. Yet more than a half of them proved 
quick failures* out of 264 farms occupied in 1927, only 124 
settlers still lived there in 1935 ("many of theta in a' state 
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of poverty and discontent", aays Rrt>f. Hriffith Taylor 
in Ur. Isaiah Bowman’ s report on "limits of Land 
Settlement", published by the American Council on Sbreign 
Relations), The quit t era are, of course, in Brisbane, 
Newcastle, Adelaide if not in Sydney and Melbourne. So 
long, however, as they were Anglo ■'Saxons it was not 
terribly serious. Earing their towns flooded by laws would 
be quite a different prospect* for Asutrelians and for 
any other nation ifCT the Jei&'S, too, if Tej. Aviv were 

similarly threatened by an Aryan wave). 

With the best will in the ; so rid, no friendly 

L 1 

government is lifcely to grant the Jews a territory unless 
it cun be cut off from that nation's mainland * cut off so 
sharply and clearly that the boundary should be actually 
impenetrable exepet with a special passport, in special 
cases, and for a limited period. As the Hue si an method 
is evidently out of question, there remains only the other 
■way, cession of sovereignty. The Jewish territory muet 
become, at least formally, a separate independent state 
from the outset of the colonisation. Hot an "autonomous 1 ' 
province* not a B canton" in a federated commonwealth! for 
between the provinces of the same state, between the 
cantons of the 3araa federation, the free intercuigratlon 
of citizens cannot be prohibited without establishing a 
pariah class, introducing internal pass ports, suid poisoning 



P. 39 


(Ch, XIII) 

and degrading the whole civic atmosphere* Entry can. be 
forbidden, In a decent modern community, only to “aliens", 
people who come from "abroad" • The Jewish territory oust 
be full-pledgedly “abroad"* 

There la nothing impossible la such a cuttlng^off 
operation - provided the territory has no value in the eyes 
of the nation that owns it* But that would be ve^r strange 
In the cane of a piece of land fulfilling the first two 
requirements, "Uninhabited" plus "habitable" i£ a value, 
and rather an enviable one. To look for a land combining 
such three mutually incompatible attributes as "uninhabited - 
"habitable*, and “valueless" is not a hopeful quest* In 
the author's opinion there is only one answer to lt» the 
I?ata Morgans Land, 
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"But does Palestine answer any of those three criteria.?* f 
ie what ane expects to hear ashed at this stage. "Why should 
Bale stine he pref erred?" 

The "choice* of Palestine has nothing to do with any 
criteria at all. It ie the flame difference an between one* a 
fiancee and one's mother: in one*» attitude to the latter the 

question of eritcrias simply does not aries, nor is it a matter 
•f "eh aloe*. Zionists freely joke about Pales tine* a natural 
drawbacks as a country Ss$ for pioneers: they readily confess 

that it iaby far not a "good pro pa sit ion* for colonsing,, that 
there are lands much more suitable far the purpose - and that 

I 

alljthis dees not matter in the least end has no bearing on the 
question. Still more readily de they admit that the local 
Arabs' unwillingness to welcome the transformation i« a very 
regrettable fact and that It would be much better if it did not 
grtmnx exist; but since It exists it will hare to be taken into 
account, and. overcome however costly that may prove. This is 
an attitude essentially different from anything that may be called 
search or question or choice t to *find* er * select *,** one compares 
values, advantages, obstacles, end concludes without any part pris 
by preferring the greatest attraction and the least resistance: 
and it ie perhaps inevitable that the thing that meet attracts 
and does not resist cannot be but - a mirage. Palestine is a 
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J A ^^v^rla vhioh does not eren protend to compete 

any other country 1 * possible attract Iona t or ease of 

access* or cheapness of oonqueet, The author fully shares 

his generation^ dislike of totalitarian patriot lsia* hut 

there are desperate situations where no "choice* is left 

and the only attitude for a decent jean to take is, right 

greater 

or wrong - any country* tfith tfuch jptsxi juatif 1 cation, a 
people foundering a chaos is entitled to say* good or hud* 
easy or hard, cheap or eostly - May country. 

Incidentally* it will prove not 30 costly* not ®o 
hard and even not so bad* 


xxx 
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It would "be empty hypocrisy to pretend that there 
is a trace in the debate on tbs proper interpretation of 
the Palestine mandate* There ought to he one till the 
common danger is over; there ought to he a firm attitude 
of respect for the legal statue quo* had as it is* without 
attempts to steal a march on one another! there ought to 
hut there la not. 

At the outbreak of the war, a moment wheai even 
experienced people cannot help getting sentimentally 
trustful* the writer and his friends frankly expected a truce 
to begin at once. True* they spoke of Palestine as the Jewish 
State in that appeal to world Jewry quoted ftt the beginning 
of this book*© foreword t but that wap different - that was 
a war-call; it is usual* it is the tradition that one 
recites one* 3 utmost ideal in calling out for the utmost 
effort and sacrifice, We expected that that call would be* 
so to speak* the last exercise in verbal warfare for the 
duration; that soon the real business of effort and 
sacrifice would begin for the Jews as one of the Allied 
nattone; above all* that Jewish troops would bs raised on the 
precedent of th£ Great war* That * so we thought - would make 
all verbal claims superfluous; a much stronger claim to a 
place *on the map* would be staked out in the actual firing 
lines, A nation with soldiers at the front can afford- to 
leave argument alone till settlement negotiations begin; in 
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the mean time, the lees her spice emeu say the clearer her 
soldiers speak up for her* In September we were quire 
reedy to plunge into war work and switch off the political 
battering machines assuming* of course* that the battering 
would al so be ewi tched off on the other side* and that our 
war work was wanted. 

In both these assumptions we were mistaken. The 
Jews* war effort Is not wanted* there is no desire to treat 
them as an Allied nation* or Just a nation* or as any kind 
of entity at all: and the tattering at the status quo in 
Bales line from the opposite side goes on crescendo, j'or, 
wren if there is quibbling over what a * status quo" does or 
does not Include under cirumstances complicated by three years* 
rioting, one thing Is beyond doubt: legal status quo ante in 
Palestine can no t include active encroachments by a Vhite 
Paper which has never been ratified* never even discussed 
by the Council of the league of Ivations. 

This primary condition of true© has been authori- 
tatively discarded from the very outsetX* The writer and his 
friends* ae early as one week after the outbreak of the war* 
put the question to highest authority and received a clear 
answer* 

The question* dated September the 10th* 1333* was 
addressed to the ^ar Cabinet. This was its substance; 
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This Presidency*^ have the honour of calling 
the attention of K.3I* Government to the. fact that, 
the September session of the League of Nations EJcun- 
oil having been postponed fli ng ; die * no legal validity 
can no* even provisionally be attached to last hay’s , 
iShite Paper on Palestine. 

This view has already been submitted to the 
Colonial Secretary! but this matter, especially 
under w time conditions, obviously transcends 
the competence of one single department and should 
be brought to the notice of the Government as a 
whole* 

... The Permanent Mandates Commission was 
ananimous in recognising that that policy was not 
in accordance with the interpretation of the Palestine 
Hand ate hitherto adopted by the Council of the league 
of Stations* Sven that minority of three, who felt 
that the Council might perhaps not refuse, at its 
impending session, to change its former view and 
adopt the White Paper’s interpretation 1 * - also agreed 
that that would mean a change * 


x) Of the Hew S£*oniet Organisation 
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It Is obvious, now that the Council** meeting 
hae ocen postponed* that the Xfondatory Government 
has no authority whatever to make changes of such a 
sweep in the interpretation of a Mandate whose only 
authoritative interpreter (and the British Government 
admits It) is the Council. 

... ^The only correct way is to treat the White 
^per as in TSnglieh law one would treat a hill 
approved by Xliiii store hut not yet granted assent 
hy King in Parliament* and* in the mean time* it is 
obviously the former interpretation which should 

.form the basis of legal ity.™t- 

The 'i?hiteha.ll view on this question cane in a coBarai- 
aaticn dated September 21st and written on behalf of the 
Sfcime Minister i to the effect 

"that the policy of the tfhite Paper still holds 
the field". 

This brief correspondence is worth the reader* s 
attention quits apart from -the Pale e tine Issue i such a 
strange little dissonance in the great solemn oratorio 
about all the eighty ones* duty to respect the Covenant 
and the supreme authority of the league* always to await 
Geneva's verdict and never to use the fait accompli triofc 
by Kitinff unilateral action, least of all against the weak 
The dissonance could not be noticed in the noise of great 
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events excepting the email corner' where the weak dwell* 

Yet it ie like one of those tin? squeaks Which prove that 
some thing i© wrong somewhere in the tig machinery* 

x 

It ie no secret that great efforts are being made 
to translate this policy, which "holds the field"* though 
It has no passport even to enter "the field"* into decisive 
legislative acts* It has taken a serious intervention 
of opposition leaders with the Prime Minister to avert 
the issue of a Palestine ordinance prohibiting the sale 
of land to Jews in certain districts* For how long this 
breach of the Mandate has been averted no one can foretell, 
Strong influences are et work In Julies tine, and in London 
at the Colonial Office, to ere.?. is the f ai t ac conmli , the 
legal precedent proving that the iVhite Sappr ie valid and 
has superseded the original Mandate. 

In administrative practice there are many disquie- 
ting signs that the Palestine bureaucracy already feel© 
inspired, even without waiting for the legal precedent, to 
treat the "Shite Paper as its only guide book. This trand 
ie especially prominent in directions, The first is 
that of irarngT-ition, In all negotiations about the number e 
to be admitted or refused, officala in Jerusalem and London 
openly quote the ?Jhite Paper as their authority; the White 
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Baper has established that 25*000 refugees can be allowed . 
to enter provided this and that? the TSThite Paper definitely 
prohibits increasing auch and euch quota,*. The moral 
result of this conscious, deliberate, calmly 
assertive disregard of legality in exalted quarters will 
be what it always cniss be - lawlessness underneath and all ■ 
round, at the first opportunity. Some other practical 
results can already be seen, results which, despite the 
reticence of the British press, have become known and produ- 
ced a painful impression: but the experience itself has 

been unfortunately thousandfold more painful. Between 
October 1339 end February 1940* over 2000 Jewish refugees 
were kept on the Danube "marooned* on four old bargee, Koae 
of the four was fit t choir? even 50 human passengers: they 
hsd to hold five to six htendreds each, with, women and 
Children, Before those people boarded the bargee, probably 
at Bratislava, stcK-WRrs had. been chartered to take them on 
board at the estuary and convey them "illegally * to Bales- 
tines so the barge trip ’.tas only meant to last a few days, 
downstream along the Danube from Bratislava to the Black 
Sea shore? in the Ktiid automn weather of the Balkan plains. 
But 'bfficlal influences", ijrajEaaaorast the source of which 
is moBBr than easy to identify, intervened at Ankara and 
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Athens - and the chartered steamers* owned by Turkish and 
Hellenic subjects were forced to denounce the contracts 
and withdraw. To replace them proved impossible* for - In 
addition to the same official pressure from the same easily 
iudetifiable source- freights were mounting day by day to 
fabulous heights owing to the privileged position of the 
Mediterranean in the war. ^fhat especially drives the 
freight charges upward in the “illegal* immigration business 
la its own peculiar "war risk"* if such a ship is caught in 
Palestine's territorial waters# the captain and crew will 
go to jail and the vessel vdll be confiscated. So those 
two thousand got stuck at the Danube estuary# permitted 
neither to land. nor to sail on* nor to sail back. In the 
meantime winter came and the river froze. The author# 
being & Dante fan. may be forgiven for recollecting that in 
that poets hiearachy of tortures Ice* landscape of Hell'e 
ninth circle# la classed the most effective of all. People 
who were allowed to bring food to the barges earnestly and. 
soberly report that some features of that plight were 
decidedly worse than anything experienced in Xazi concen- 
tration careps* no exercise* no room properly to stretch* 
for weeks and weeks in that horrible cold of this memorable 


winter* One at least of the brages was a disused oil tanker* 
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with impanelled iron walls inside sweating cold moisture 
until the moisture froze, Two h&biea were barn on that 
tanker, , . 

A significant feature Is the action of some ladles 

■r ■■■ 

of the Buearest British colony, headed by Hies Boyd (bead* 
mistress of the English high school), Hiss Cadge and 3£rs« 
Wallis; they collected donations from among members of the 
colony and cent 100 beds for -the babies and the a id -pec pie* 
beside warm clothing and 75,000 lei, A stream of donations 
came from Balkan ic Jewish communities, from Jews of America 
and Peris and South Africa, At the time of writing this 
chapter, early In February, the marooned refugees have 
been enabled to leave: by how many steamers, of what tonnage 
how many heads per ton, at vfaat cost * all these details, 
probably as Dantesque in their way as the Panubian stags 
of their adventure, will only be told when it is over. 

The closed door policy- which is the cause of all 
this misery has no justification either in moral conscience 
or in law, 

Prom the moral point of view, Shlcstine should be 
the last country to reject war fugitives. So far she has 
been spared by the ’war. In comparison net only with the 
countries from which those refugees fled but even with many 
a neutral / land, She would only "do her bit* if she served 
ae a refugee camp: apart from all National Home quibble, it 


(CH # XI V) 


would bo a great service to the Allies and to Europe* 

Lithuania, with not one tenth of the financial t® sources 
Palatine can summon for the purpose from all the world over* 
opens her gates almost daily to runaways crowding at her so- 
called "green bound ay" near Vilna. : 'fhy is Palestine exempted? 

Pt*om the Tie*? point of law - if the Mandate is the law - 
that Mandate prescribes that immigration of Jews be encouraged 
"under suitable conditions** What conditions can ever be more 
*%ui table* that the as: people driven by disaster, all humanity 
eyropathi sing with their agony, half the world's governments 
on the search for lianas where refugees could be absorbed, half 
a mil Lion Jevrs in 300 settlements promising toloofc after the 
newcomers, all the funds of Jewish charity ready to help? - 
Put the Hand ate has been superseded * by an illegal document. 

x 

The o+her d^ recti on in which the new trend, seems to 
point is even more diatwrbingi it is the tendency to suppress 
the Jewish self-defence organisation, There is unfortunately 
no other explanation for two recent events: 4P Jews were 
sentenced to long terms of imprisonment for anted drilling in 
Koveraber, 38 more in January, There is bo precedent for this 
action in the history of Palestine under British rule since 1920. 
In that year, twenty one Jews were sentenced to penal servi- 
tude by a military court on a charge of preparing for armed 
self-defence; but the proceedings of that court were subsequently 
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and mercilessly quashed by the Array Council. Since then 
never an attempt was made, either by civil or by military 
author! ties in J&le stine , to hamper tie development of the 
force. Its existence was known to the authorities; during 
fcbe anti -Jewish riots of 1921 and 1929 British police and 
military actually collaborated with what Tommies called "Jewish 
patrols"; during the 1936-1939 trouble this Jewish militia 
rendered invaluable service to the government and the troops, 
both by providing trained men for the official auxiliary 
police and by autonomous action. Cases can be ipOK&& quoted 
when Jewish leaders were cordially thanked for it by British 
military chiefs, 'Sh&t happened since to cause a hunt after 
"Jewish illegal drilling - ? 

The only new thing that happened since the outbreak 
of the war ought to have produced quite the opposite result, 
an increase of mutual confidence between the government and 
the Jewish self-defence. Qns section of the latter, the "Irgua* 
(ite full title is "the National T/vilitary Organisation"), had 
been responsible for active mass reprisals against the Arab 
terror in 1937-1939; It was the only part of the Jewish self- 
defence forces which could really be called "clandestine", 
not just unofficial as the remainder; and it possessed a 
secret broadcasting station in the country which was used for 
warnings, announcements and propaganda, A few days after the 
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outbreak of the war, the "Irguu rt broadcasted a declare 
tion of loyalty to the Allies, of willingness to 
cooperate with the government for the defence of Pales- 
time and on any other front, aid of resolve to *cease 
fire** and call & truce with the Arabs* In official 
circles thir? change of heart was acknowledged* one might 
even say that in some re epee t a it -was handsomely acknow- 
ledged, What happened since that* a few wefedcs later, it 
should be rewarded -by what looks like a minor crusade? 

The thing ie without precedent even in a wider 
sense. The only other country where Jewish self -defines 
has ever functioned as a perjaanent institution* beside 
Palestine, was Czarist Russia* In 1105, in Odessa, the 
author was present when the Oxford-blue un/L formed 
gendarmerie, the Czar's equivalent of the present Ogpu, 
invaded a Jewish family's flat at night in search of 
revolutionary literature* Of that they found none, but 
they found a parcel of freshly-printed manifesto* bearing 
the name of a Jewish self»defence organisation - a 
perfectly ill ego 1 body - and urging the Jews to am and drill 
and resist pogroms* "This it* none of my business’ 1 , said 

i. 

the officer in charge waving the parcel away, "this has 
nothing to do with subversive political activity 0 * 
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This seated to he the rule throughout the period, 
till the fall of the Romanoffs, One doe* not recollect one 
single instance of seriate police attack on Jewish self- 
defence hod lee or their modest arms stores. There was some 
queer strata of brig&n ds fair play In the psychological 
make up of that police systems they neve stopped a pogrom, 
they were often eu spec ted of staging pogroms, hat at least 
they felt the ^evs ought to be given a chance to fight 
pogroms* 

After the Czar'd downfall, Odessa - the largest Jewish 
community in the Ukraine - for two years of the civil war 
(1918-19) was garrisoned by a volunteer body called the 
Jewish Fighting Company, It was uniformed, barrakced, and 
rather well armed* It was of course entirely fellegal; hut the 
thirteen governments that followed one another in occupying 
the city (the French, the Greeke, the White Russians, the 
Bolsheviks, the Ukrainians, et j*en oublie) all respected 
the illegal Jewish self-defence. - Its organiser, S.Y. Jacobi, 
then a boy of twenty, settled subsequently in England dreaming, 
some day, to repeat the experience on a much larger scale, under 
the British aegist hut he died last November, and the British 
aegis does not seem to be available for tie purpose anyhow. 
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ffelther tile author nor anyone else suggest 
that the regimes can he compared. But the fact remiss 
that in Palestine anti- Jewish terror had been allowed to 
drag on for years? there is no doubt that the government 
genuinely wanted to stop it, some may even admit that 
they "did all they could* to atop it* * hut apparently 
what they "could* was not enough. Why, then* should a 
decent admiifetrat ion fall to oheerre an unwiitten law 
which even Czarina, even chaos, respected 1 ? 

The question was recently jut, in formal writing, 
to the proper authority in London* The official reply, 
dated ITovemher 29th, was that the Colonial Secretary 
"is unable to admit that any due tification 
exists for the illegal arming and military 
training of Jews in Palestine"* 

■Ifo justification*; written auljcxinifttt in the 

winter of 1939, so aeon after three years 1 experience of 

how little official protection can actually be given to 

Jewish settlements even in peace time? a fortiori new, 

perhaps on the threshold of unforeeeeahle complication©. 

protection 

More than ever, preparedness for self~#im I nfl I f ■■ aihould be 
*ju© tigied* now. There is no logic, no justice, no 
elementary care for the safety of on exposed minority in 
this attitude? but there is method - It is the White 
Paper policy, resentful of all that ©made© of the *>ewiah 
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Statehood dream# that tries to “hold the field 11 # 

It vould he ridiculous Don $ii»otry for the Jew# 
lesser partner to the truce *had there heen a truce* to 
play the silly game of nohless oblige where It just 
oVrioualy does not* War or no war* the sejor partner has 
decided that the dehate on Palestine's future shall go oft# 
and we follow suit* 
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"Stealing a march on the Jews" nay not be a 
complimentary formula, but this la the inpreaeion shared 
bu all observers In Rales tine watching the Inroads of 
the White Eaper policy on the dwindling status quo * Yet 
the most alarming aspect of this system of encroachment 
ie Its inert table futility, futility even from the point 
of view of its authors and abettors* They produced the 
1939 White Paper to placate the Palestinian Arabs; they 
are showing such hasty eagerness to "implement" it without 
Avert a show of legitimacy for the same purpose - that the 
Arab nationalist party may feel sail sf ied t those authors 
and abettors of the anti -Maud, ate policy try to silence 
the comjfeihts by the same argument ~ that this method is 
sure to calm the Arabs and lteep them from insisting cn 
further concessions* 

The optimistic outlook Is an Illusion. The Jews 
have been deeply hurt and Injured by the White Paper of 
Hay 1939, but that is not enough to say that the Arabs have 
been "bought" by its charm and promise* Sot one single 
Arab nationalist In Palestine * no matter whether a Hus as ini 
man or a Kashaehibl man, has ever for a moment been decleved 
into regarding the Shite Paper ad in any way satisfactory, 
except as a blow to the Zionists - never as containing one 


P* 43 
(Ch* XT ) 


single item of real positive c&lue to Aral) aspirations - 
never anything "but a stepping stone for tomorrow's 
renewed offensive. And in this negative appreciation, 
moreover, these Arabs from thdr point of view are perfectly 
rlghtt a blow to Jewish hopes - It Is on equally nasty 
blow to Arab aspirations. 

It may be useful here to reproduce a short analysis 
of this "Shite Paper as seen through the eyes of a group 
of intelligent ffelestinlan Arabs, It has teen conveyed to 
the writer. Immediately after the publication of that 
document, by reliable friends in close touch with those 
circles! but Its main reliability is the inner evidence 
of its very sound logic which cannot but commend itself 
to the reader, 

x 

Prom the Arab point of view, the only good thing 
in the '#Mte Paper is that it explicit ely rejects the 
Jewish State idea and promises to atop further immigration 
(or to make it dependant on the Arabs, consent, which 
amounts to the same) after 75,000 more Jews have been 
admitted in five years. Also the decision to prohibit land 
sales to Jews, outisde of districts which already are pre- 
dominantly Jewish, is a good thing - although in this 
respect any law can easily be evaded. 330 immigration/ is , 
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& much more solid thing* it 1 b actually the main point , 
even more essential than the rejection of the Jewish State 
principle* Taking all the three Items together , this 
aspect of the White Book is excellent - provided it proves 
durable. 

As to the durability of British White Papers on 
Palestine the Arabs* Jading by precedent, have no especial 
confidence. The official attitude towards tee* Jewish State* 
claim, for instance, has been illuminated in quite a long ado* 
chain of authoritative documents - in each one different 
from the other. In 1922 the Cimf'chlll "Shite Paper formu- 
lated it in five pages of pposa ao xx eloquent and so 
involved tha t no one could properly make out whether the 
government did or did not want to reclude the transforma- 
tion of Palestine into a Jewish State; hut later Hr. Church- 
ill himself confessed to the Royal Commission that there 
was nothing in that text to preclude such a development* 

Then the Royal Consul dd ion found that the only way really 
to fulfil the Ifandate^ obligation to the Jews gaj to give 
them a Jewish State somewhere in Palestine; ani a 1937 White 
Paper, the Partition paper, was issued accordingly, A 
year later, the partition plan was discarded; and now. In 
1339, there is a White Raper stating that the government is 
unequivocally against a Jewish State* Very good; bat one 
cannot help feeling uneasy as to whether this Raper is the 
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laet In wtmt seems to lie a world of shifting papers* 

For such it seems to he, TaVe the Legislative 
Sound 1 Issue. The 1922 White Paper "established* in 
Palestine & Legislative Council with an Arab Majority; but 
another White Paper* published also in 1922* cancelled it* 

In 1930 the Fas of leld White %per "established* It again* 

A Legislative Council with an Arab majority* and it never 
cane into existence. In 1935* the Wane hope White Paper 
promised it finally and definitely ** *w a L.C* with an Arab 
majority; and again nothing came of it| and then the Royal 
Commissi on* $ Report stated that the scheme was impracticable* 
and caw even this new White Raper contains no elective 
legislature* Three White Papers vested.' 

Or take Jewish immigration. The 1922 White Paper 
promised to tone it down* at that time there were less than 

100.000 Jews 111 Palestine. A few years later the number was 
doubled. Then, in 1930, the Simpson Report showed that no 
further immigration was economically perwiMable* and the 
Pacefield White Riper was published and we hoped that the 
flood would Atop. At that time there were already 200,000 
Jews. A few years later the number was again doubled* 

400.000 in 1936, and nearly half a million now* One must 
really not be surprised if tte Arabs sometimes think that 
White Paper and waste paper are synonyms* In any ease, a 
White Paper gives no doubt a precise and genuine indication 
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of what & government wanted when It was published; but 
that is no indication of what the government may want a 
year later* 

So, grateful as the Arabs were for all thee e good 
intentions, they would appreciate them much more If 
there was in the White Paper a real guarantee that those 
intentions would not be dropped at the next turning of the 
road* What const! tutu e a a reql guarantee? There to only 
one answers an Arab government! and immediately* Before 
the road has had time to turn* 

This is only one reason why the Arabs wanted "an 
Arab government Immediately " * 'even to "implement* the 
purely negative aspect of the White Paper, -the removal 
of the (Jewish danger - it was* to them, indispensable* 

But the negative aspect is, of course, to them only a 
secondary matter. They are above all patriots, and the 
paramount matter to than is their positive ideal, the 
Arab State. This is shat they had fought for during 
those difficult three years. They even did not put it 
so bluntly - "Arab government"; their official formula 
sounded more moderate; "a government of I&lest inland on 
which the Tews also be Invited to share While the Arabs t 
of course, hold the majority 1 '*. But the main point was; 
at once* The life of a White Sapor Is very short) having 
to deal with legislators so moody, hard cash is the thing; 
for pledges are music of the future with more music than 
future. 
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In this they were disappointed. The White Paper 
promisee to grant Palestine * independence* » what it calls 
•independence" - only in ton ye are time* and that only if 

the Mandatory government (of 1949) will find it advisable. 

+■ 

Listen to this i “ SJf * at the end of ten years* it appears to 
B.Ji. Government that , contrary to their hope* circumstances 
require the postponement of tie establishment of the inde- 
pendent State" - they will postpone it "with a view to 
achieving the desired objective at the earliest possible date" 
Which means* in practice* that if the Jews about that time 
start crying that the Arabs oppress them* and pro volte riots 
in a couple of towns with a couple of do sen casualties 6n 
both/ sides* and their friends In the House of Commons make 
the usual kind of speeches* there will be no •independence". 
3roa the Arab point of view* all this is a Jewish victory* 
the Jews always insisted that Palestine should only become 
independent whan they agree to lti and this is what the 
Vbite Saper has promised them* in veiled but transparent terms 
Still worse* from the Arab point of view* is the 
picture of that independence itself* if they ever live to see* 
as defined in the White Paper. Great Britain "will require 
to be satisfied that adequate 99 s provision has been made" 
for the following matt erst 
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a) “The security of* and freedom of access to, 

the Holy Places, and the protection of the 

■\ 

interests and property of the various religious 
"bodies** Every Palestinian knows <diat it 
means j administration of the Tailed City of 
Jerusalem and parte of Hazareth, Bethlehem 
and Hebron; control of the railways leading 
to these places? control of all arrangements 
regulating the relations between the various 
churches including Moslems and Jews. In 
particular, the Tailing Tall business will 
r eras in outside of Arabs 9 jurisdiction, 

b) “The protection of the different cenraa&i'- 
tiee in Palestine In accordance with the 
obligations of H. 3U Government to both Arabs 
and Jews and for the special position of the 
Jewish National Horae "* This means all the 
legislative and administrative activity regard- 
ing education* representation on muni cl pal i ties* 
Jib tic® in all cases where both peoples are 
affected* the rigata of the two languages in 
public life* treasure grants to hospitals 

and Innumerable other items covering practically 
the whole field of public life in a country like 
this. 


* 
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"3uob requireawnto to meet the 
strategic situation as may be regarded as 
necessary ,*/♦ In other words, military 
garri eons. 

d) "'The interest® of certain foreign 
countries In other words* finger in 

Palestine's •independent" foreign Offiee- 

?or all this, the future constitution of 
Palestine willhaTe to contain •adequate*' safeguards* 
The Arabs think they know What it means* The Bri ti ah 
will say that, just as strategic responsibilities 
cannot be safeguarded by paragraphs but only by 
British sold sirs* so all the other responsibilities 
can only be safeguarded by British officials* They 
will be probably called •advesere* j and every Arab 
knows what that means* They know that an adviser 
is a British official attached to a native minister) 
in B fex apEn gi’wiwtWK and without that adviser* s signature 
no order of that minister is valid; so that the 
adviser Is really the minister* and the minister net 
even an adviser*. Judging by the number of matters 
which will have to be safeguarded i» this way* the 
Arab view is that. In comparison with this kind of 
independence, what any provincial burgomaster enjoys 
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would aeem unfattared autocracy, 

The truth about the 1339 White Paper i from the 
Arab point of view, is this: It Is an attempt virtually 

to annex Palestine to the British Empire for ever and 
ever* using the Jewish STationa* Home as a justification, 
A, It osn slwayc he claimed that the Jew, ere afraid of 
the Arab* (the Jewe will <fel« it with pleasure, as Ions 
as they are in a minority}. Great Britain’s supervision 
ehail merer cease. Caterer glorified name may he glre» 


that relationship - alliance * for instance - Palestine 
is to remain a British colony. This is the sense of the 
White Paper* Pale a tine shallnever he able to Join an 
Arab federation - undelss that Federation* too becomes 
•federated* into the Uaeitl eh Empire, 

It is obvious, from the Arab point of view* that 
this situation is entirely unacceptable. There has never 
fewen been a question of accepting it. Its only value 
which the Arabs rccogniso is its formal repudiation of 
the Jewish State idea. As to the rest of the White Paper* 
the next step will be a concerted Arab effort to wipe cut 
®very line of it* 


X 


The writer's interest la diametrically opposed to 
that of the Palestine Arab nationalists* and it is not 
bis business to oahe out a case for them; moreover* as 
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against the Jews he thinks they have no case at all* 
not against a government finely set on carrying 
out the Jewish national Home policy up to the end* 

But against a policy aiming to "bribe the Arabs by 
harming the Jews* the Arab case jast quoted la un- 
answerable* the bribe is not even illusory - it 
simply doe® not exist* The ^hite Ihper las not* and 
could not have, satisfied the Palestinian Arabs. 

'?mich mean a that at the first opportunity 
they can be expected to push their claims farther. 

This does not mean that the writer accuses them of dis- 
loyalty to the Allies* he does not deal in this hind 
of merchandise* he prefers to assume that all the 
peoples in contact with Britain and Prance are 
united in one purpose* delenda ,eat Carthago , So is 
India; but India presses her demands right now during 
the war; and the HOslems cf India* being in minor i^r * 
are alarmed* Poubly so the Jews In Palestine* on the 
one hand, the ’Jhite Paper policy, illegitimate as it 
is* ia being pushed forward day by day* and one of like 
symptoms is a tendency to render the Jews defenceless; 
at the same time* the evolution of the war is more than 
lihely to produce a situation where every Arab hothead 
will feel In duty bound to exclaim "now or never", and 
proceed to transf orm Palestine into another Zone of 
Jewish distress* 
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Se the controversy has Keen left open on the Ax.h side, 
too, and there has never Keen nay indication that the Palestinian 
Arete are prepared to call a truce on the subject. On the 
Mandatory Government's side, as we have seen, there le a 
delihereate net! re policy in a direction ehloh i. the opposite 

Of fl pOli tlCBil tfWCC* 

It re-mins far the lews, then, to tale* up their »tde 
of the uninterrupted controversy. The future of Palestine ie 
on the war day's agenda, hy the will of factors over which w. 
have no control, and no time should he lost in pressing 
for the elate that Palestine, on both sides of the Jordan, 
is the only "suitable" site for that Jewish State which, 
being the only remedy .against Europe's cancer, is the 
mat! a '* urgent 
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Chapter XXI 1. 

SJXPSJCCSE 
THE MAX HORDAD £LO 

The late Max STordau, Herzl's collaborator in founding 
political Zionism, was probably the moat revolutionary thinker 
of the fin de g ift ole generation. In 1919 he was old and ailing, 
far on the sunset way of what had once been a bitterly 
contested yet wo rid™ wide literary fame, but sill a great Intellec- 
tual force equipped by a rare wealth of erudition* That was the 
honeymoon period of the Balfour Declaration, and Max Uardan 
offered a plan how to BiaJce the beet use of it <mce and for all. 

It was the immediate and simultaneous transportation to Palestine 
of the first half million i^mi^rants from the East Suropeau 
ghetto ea. 

The leading Jewish circles of the period did not respond, 
and the plan was forgotten, how the time has arrived to revive 
it as the only practical and reasonable way to cope with a 
situation incomparably more urgent than that of 1919, Kax 
Kordau*s projects were concerned vlth Titles title only; so are, 
in tfrir ttv true intention, the suggestions of the present writer; 
but for the sake of fomal plausibility, the following outline 
can be .expressed in terms applicable to any ^suitable area®, 
provided the area is to become the Jewish State and to absorb 
the great exodus. 

' x x x 

Adapted to present conditions, the Max Uordau Plan can 
be summarised as fellows:- 






^ ■' IT** 





■ - 1 . . 



2 

(Ch, XXI) 

1* All the exodus to take about 10 years, 

2. The first mdfiBfcfcfc million settlers 'to be transferred 
within the first year or less. 

3. All planning to be done during the war, so that 
-work can start on the morrow of the peace conference. 

Expressed in a fora leas abrupt* it would mean: 

1# The transfer to the Settlement Country of all the 

Jews of East Central Europe who may voluntarily register for 

the purpose, shallbe effected within a period not surpassing 

* 

ten years. 

2. The filet million settlers, roughtly selected as to 

simultaneously 

age and health, shallbe, transferred/at the very start ef the 
migration within the minimum time indispensible for the 
technical operation of transport not surpassing one year. 

3. All preliminary planning as to the methods of 
settlement, financial arrangements and any other relevant 
matters, should be accomplished as fa r as possible during the 
war* by the Intergovernmental Committee on Refugees reinforced 
by the addition of Jewish representatives, or by another 
suitable body to be establl shed for the purpose. 

The actual transportation of the l?irst Million to the 
Country of Settlement shall begin within the shortest possible 
interval after the close of hostilities, as soon as the 
necessary international loan has been raised and a rough 
selection of settlers completed. 
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XXX 

It la not the author*® intention here to. attempt 
a eysteisatie presentation of the Max Sorday Plan. A geo* 
comprehensive outline, with almost moot figures than text, 
„„ published by Dr. S. Klinger - -The ten Year Plan for 
Palestine". Hew Zionist Press, London 1938. In the 
following paragraphs only some of ths loss speoHlieed 
aspects of the eehene will he pointed out. They are. 
the tempo; 

manufacture* not agrioulture, ae the bas of 
»ae^iToi'3i^ a ti° J1 economy; 
the Method of planning; 
the financial schemes 


X x 



X J X 

21 years ago, criticism of Max Kordau f s idea w*e 
tossed on the assumption that mass co Ionisation "must 1 * be 
a very slow process* Thlp assumption was then considered i 
a "scientific" truth admitting no exception. It is [ 

hradly so considered now, &fter a number of expert eneeu j 

i 

in quiet die placement of human masses since the Great j 

War* The Greek exodus of 700,000, so often quoted, was 
not the only example: between 1919 and 1924, 2*450,000 

i 

people 1*600,000 Greeks, 758,000 Moslems, and others) i 

changed places between the Balkans and Asia Uinor, with j 

results which even neutral observers hold to be much more 
aati flf&cbry than the position obtained before the migration j 

'i 

Those masses not only travelled fast - they proved also I 

very fast in getting absorbed in the new countries* 
economy. 

Yet, should we even accept the alleged ^rule" that 
the economic absorption of Immigrants is & slow process, 
their actual transfer to the Country of Settlement can 
obviously ba accelerated at will: and thle is the ; 

essence of the llax fford&u Plan, 

Its advantage a, outside of the Settlement Country, 
will be many and far-reaching. The tension in East i 

Central Europe will immediate ly be reduced* Roughly, 500 ,aoO | 
Jews will be at once assisted to emigrate from Germany 
and Austria, 500,000 from Poland, 100,000 each fro* Hung*>^ | 

Still more efficient will be the assuran^ 


and ftoumanla 
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inherent in the very essence of a Jewish State, that the 
process will continue* an assurance which *rill go a long 
way to paralysing racial strife* Veighed against this, all 
the hard ships of an overcrowded Jfewland are a trifling 
natter* especially to people who, just recently, have seen 


worse* 


thie effect of the exodus on the inter-racial at- 


mosphere in the Zone roust he further strengthened and per- 
petuated by the rule that the boat ago for the First mil ion 
pioneers is the age of intense child-bearing fertility. 

Among Jews in Eastern Europe it is, approximately, from £5 
to 40 for men* from 23 to 3? for women. The Zionist pre- 
judice In favour of sweet seventeen will have to be discarded: 
at least two thirds of the First Million will have to bo 
young maturity rather than early youth* People of young 
maturity are quite adaptrable for pioneer tasks in a not too 
exotic climate* and, as they are chiefly responsible for the 
nation's birth rate, it is roost important that they should 
not be left behind to refill the gap but should do their 


best in the new country. 
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In dealing with mas c -»!. gr a t i on of tMe character* 

*ne traditional premise of political economy must bo die- 
regarded t it is the axiom that the "baa of society la agrl- 
culttire. That nay he so * hut has no bearing on our niosios. 
Here a different axiom dominates* the sinew's of mase-mlgratit 
economy, in our day, is industry. It Is obvious that in a 
colonising entreprl&e of such magnitude, especially when speed 
is imperative, agriculture as an absorber of large immigrant 
masses is less than secondary. For numbers, mane immigration 
emouony leans, above all, on manufactures and house building; 
far behind these, on trade and transport; ver far behind these , 
on farming. 

This has nothing to do with the future of the colony * 
even if it is desired that the Settlement Country should In 
the end become a predominantly bucolic community, precedence 
in the beginning will have tobe given to industry* letting 
agriculture come last and grow slowly until it conquers - 
If it can. 

This rule is of dominating importance to every aspect 
of our colonisation* 

It overrides the traditional attitude to soil and 
water. A fieri shlng industrial city, feeding thousands of 
people, can be built on stony soil where no farmer could 
thrive. Water of the poors et quality, unfit for the irri- 
gation of fields, can be used in boilers to drive steam 
engines. In agriculture it may not pay to carry the water 
pipelines over a long distance or to sinh reservoirs for 




rain-water deep enough to reduce evaporations tut what 
i« toe expensive for the alow conservative profits of corn 
growing, might prove worth while If It help® to produce 
footgear and earthenware* 

Geographical planning - i. e, sapping out the sites 
where the future dwelling centres shall he established - 
also becomes much easier* It need no longdr, in a country 
with few perennial rivers, he subordinated to the results 
of slew and uncertaifc “borings for underground water: the 

suitable sites can be chosen for reasons lamed lately visible 
because near to the sea shore* or because convenient as a 
Marketing centre for a number of existing villages* or 
because it Is a cross-roads, or because there is a quarry 
nearby, States planning, when approached under this angle, 
becomes almost akin to town-planning: future cities can 

be rationally marked all ever the empty map of the State- 
area in the sane way as future green squares over the empty 
isap of a projected town, and highroads he traced with the 
same logical forethought as main streets. 
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Basing our calculations on the supremacy of 
Industry has also another advantage! modern society 
spends incomparably more on the eon sumption of manu- 
factured goods than on the consumption of agricultural 
produce. Irani grants concentrating on Industry can 
supply a much larger proportion of the new Settlement's 
needs than if they devoted themselves chiefly to agri- 
culture. 

The ealeulatiohs, expressed schematically, is 
very simple. One million people will need a very large 
mass of non -agricultural and non-pastoral goods. A 
certain part of that mass will have to be imported* 
because the Settlement Country cannot supply them»{e.g. 
raw materials or the heavier kinds of machinery}. But 
the balance can be provided locally, and the largest 
possible part of that must be provided by the First 
Settlement forces themselves. In other words, the 
shheoe willbe to 'let the First Kill! on feed and clothe 
and house the First Million in the maximum measure of 
possibility. 

This method of computing the First Settlement's 
econoajy will always largely retain the nature of an 
abstract mkfcEKKtfte schematic framework, and will 
have to be readjusted to realities, nevertheless, the 
framework will prove, most useful In helping solve the 
fundamental question of all new communities - "how will 
they manage to live by taking each other's washing". 
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All humanity lives by taking each other* s washing* with* 
out any outside financial help as there is no other 
planet able to supply it. The Jewish settlement will 
have the advantage of eon elder able outside assistance* 
represented by the International Loan and* subsequently* 
by the yrrty yearly income of national funds raised 
among the tfeotern eomraunitiee. But the basis of its 
initial economy must bo an attempt to approach a pro- 
visional "autarky* as notch as possible. 

This indicates the character of the entrepri see 
which should be started at once. In a land of large 
agricultural possibilities* the main effort should of 
course be directed to agriculture* In a land where land 
and water are, for the moment* scarce* the chief lines 
of activity will have to be house building* road build- 
ing* transportation, and all kinds of light industry to 
provide elementary consumers * goods - rough clothing* 
rough furniture, rough corekery and every other primary 
need that can be satisfied "roughly" by local effort. 

A short period will in practice elapse between the 
conclusion of the peace concerenoc and actual start of. the 
transports.’: iont probably not leas than a year* This period 
could be utilised to give the first Settlement candidates 
opporunitiea for rough training ia the rudiments of these 
branches of labour (mainly intiu ©trial and building) which 
they are likely to ,}oin after arrival on the spot* Their 
output will be very poor at first* and therefore unecono- 
mical * which, weighed in the prop**/ balance* does not 
matter in the least. . 




A very large international loan will have to "bo 
raised* It is beyond the writer’s very Halted erudi- 
tion to guess how large it will have to he* In I>r* 
Klinger’s outline > the total of money required for the 
settlement of the initial million Is set at £47*500.000* 
including 18*000.000 of private Investment by individual 
capitalists: hut he wrote It in January 1338 and had In 

raind conditions very different from those that nay he 
expected to exist at the end of the war* Secondly , his 
figures cover only the actual colonising operations in 
the ^Settlement Country % leaving out the other side ef 
the migration process* the financing of the departure 
from Europe. The amount which will be needed to finance 
all the aspects of the Max Wordau Plan will probably be 
much bigger than Dr* Klinger’s estimate* How large a 
proportion of it willbowe from private investments will 

r 

depend on whatever may be left of the resaources of the 
Jewish capitalist class taken as a whols throughout the 
non- ruined parts of the Dispersion, 

The international loan will have to finance tb© 
following operations* 

a) Liquidlation and export of the emigrants ’ property 
In assuming that any of that property be left at the 
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end of the war, Saet Central Europe willbe so impoverished 
that its r enteral can only be envisaged as a gradual process* 
so slow so not to disarrange local economy* Special organs 
willhave to be established* probably banka, for granting 
the emigrant advances against any hind of property lie may 
leave in their hands for liquidation, 

b) Transportation, - The only reasonable way to cepe 
-with the transportation of such utaases will be for the Jeers 
to found one or several big shipping companies of their own* 
The Settlement Country *111 need a coBraercial fixA ix iuU 
wai 1 itwi«nw y yar mnra wfcwg xthaxafcfcoaxBxg fleet both, during 

and after the rush; and a new field of employment -* manning 




t 


* 


the ships - will be opened before thousands of young Jews, 

c) The actual settlement i - house building for the 
lnttt al camping and the new sites; highroad, aqueducts* 
rainwater storages; all public works in general, 

d) Establi shwent of factories not provided for by 
private capital (but probably - unless Western Europe and 
America are also ruined) the bulk of that development will 
be financed by private capital alone), 

e) Health, schools, public secirity. 

f) Administrative expenditure, 

xxx 
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The repayment of this interna. ti onal loan# principal 
and interest*, sill probably be regarded even by the 
hard-bo iledest of business men as reasonably safe. The 
shares will, of course, be borne entirely by Jews, mainly 
by the new Settlement itself. Various col liberal securities 
can be foreseen: the one most obviously apt to guarantee 

the regular service of this Sbblie Debt will be the Custom 
House income of the Settlement Country (or the increase of 
that income due to the new imrrigr.it ion, so as not to encroaeli 
upon the interest 0 of the pre-Horday Plan population). 

Another source may be discovered if the enemy count* 
rise, under the future peace treaty, iTilljhave to pay 
indenuiiti es. The indemnity clauses of Versailles have left 
a bad taste, and there is at present a strong prejudice 
against the usual catchword “Let the esieray pay"* But this 
attitude mustnot necessarily be pushed too far. Sir, 

Uorman Angcll has no doubt most convincingly proved that 
Baking the enemy pay for his belligerent conquerors * 
damages is a transection ruinous to those conquer otd them* 
selves. But damage done to private citizens in Poland, 
as well as in Germany and Austria itself, is quite a 
different question. It will hardly be found unfair that 
the perpetrator of that .damage should, at least, have to 
accept a share of the Public Debt ai&de to save his victims* 
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Yat another possible sourve of Income for its 
payment would be the introduction of a special tax by 
the 'Festern Jewish comrauni ties * The idea need not be 
taken as " terrible*. The right of XHsq&n eompulsoty 
self-taxation by religious communities was recognised in 
Germany and Austria when they were still perfectly res- 
pectable. It is a much more dignified way of raising 
income than its alternative which must unfortunately be 
applied in countries where no community tax can be 
imposed: thiB alternative consists in waiting till the 
non-contributing member is recalled to his Creator , and 
than asking an exorbitant price for Ms burial* Secondly 
¥eet- European and American Jews have always raised con- 
siderable funds for relief in the Bast and for Palestine, 
and will no doubt go on doing ©o; but whan it has to be 
done by propaganda, a large proportion of the collected 
sums gets unavoidably swallowed by expenses of the cam- 
paign. It willbe to everyone T » advantage if all these 
noisy and not vSosMaf. always elegant methods are replaced 
by honest clean taxation* At the same time, if a part of 
that taxation c'uld be earmarked for the service of the 
Jewish Settlement Debt, it would Increase the Impression 
of its stability and would very favourably influence the 
conditions of the loan. 
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The technique of. 'building a new country under ouch 
conditions In, of eoum« not a. subject matter for a guessing 
layman’s page. it will ±k take uuusy months of planning by 
special 1st si but all the framework of the plpjn ought to be 
completed, so far as possible, during the war. Only the 
finishing touches of the technical scheme, the actual launching 
of the loan, and the appointment of the people in charge 
of the work, should be left over till after the peace 
conference. 

What can be foretold about the technical plan Is an 
obvious things it will probably deal with the Pirst Million 
only (subsequent repatriations, being slower, will be more 
like ordinary migration, needing perhaps no special planning 
at all) | and there will be three stages to consider - the 
initial draping of the newcomer si the construct ion of the m4w 
centres - mostly industrial centres - on the appointed spa tel 
and the start of goed’ejfi production. . #■■■ ^ 

The first stage would be a formidable Yby the rough 


Jt**X 

o^^j'WofV. and ready method of billeting. In our case, however, 

billeting improbably be an exceptions an the flea of new- 
comers is to be a permanent feature, it will be worth while 

F i.<Vh T0VJV^ f 

^ ^Uxa/t££^ to build. They willbe a fluctuating population, batch 

tw 4 ^ . 

too after batch going off to ether places \ during the First 

Million f s repatriation, probably over cue third of that num- 
fy <x will need seme kind of hutment accommodation. This 

y ^tW-Ve^K ly 

gives as an outline of the first item of the acheues to 
build, in the neighbourhood of the existing Jewish colonies, 
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‘ttr rack-room* tor seme 300 to 400 thouoand pioneer*. 

7b© second step to 'begin on the Borrow of the 

firet arrivals, wil Icon si eta in building that country- wide 
chessboard of workshops which la to play a double role; to 
supply as ouch as possible of the iMrstmilion^ needs * 
and to employ all the J?irat Hill! on* a breadwinners p probably 
sene 600,000 in all* &»ms will be dispatched to build the 
highroads, leading as yet fro* nowhere to nowhere but to- 
morrow dilef arteries; sene will be told off to lay water- 
pipes* dig cisterns, sink well a before there Is anyone near 
then to drink; sane will have to pat up corrugated iron 
shanties where later on Machinery willbe installed ; nstfx 
soma, not nurse roue* will be sent to plough and sow. There 
willbe a chapter in the technical plans a Billion people 
will need a million chairs to ait on; that means sc and s# 
as any H,P r and so and so sunny hands; that must be sc dis- 
tributed as to fans twelve factories, one here* one there, 
one tight across; the shanty you are building now is one 
of then* number five. There will be another chapter of the 
same kind for butchers* another for dentists* another* for 
lorry-drivers* precise and complete with all the lumbers 
and places as an army mobilisation plan, - One of the most 
fascinating, the most providentially clever features of 
human planning is that it never comes off as It was laid 
down; but if the plane are good* what comes off differently 
will always, in the end* turn out to be still better. 
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The third stage will be the actual start of the goods 
product ion* their delivery* their storage and sale# and the 
myriads of individual gestures which all this entails and 
vhich together constitutes a ration's economy z in other 
word*. the Mrth of the nation. 

All this is how & layman Imagines a performance which 
experts will know how to f emulate much better: but In the 

end it will amount to the same. a splendid reality. 

xxx 

Sow the pseudonym can be dropped . and we came back te 
Baleetine as the only *&rea* where that performance is destined 
te be enacted* 

Palestine is a country enjoying a bearable climate and 
presenting a not by any means exceptional mixture of great 
natural advantages and still greater natural drawbacks* The 
absorptive capacity of such a country depends abebe all. not 
on those natural features but on the kind of men that inhabit 
or desire to Inhabit it* on their intelligence, skill* 
endurance, will power* resseureefulness. financial means, and 
world-connect ton a making for assistance and trade. 

One dees not wish to sound disrespectful to hectors of 
Colon! eat ion. but It is a fact that the many experts who have 
in recent years made pronouncements on the settlement prospects 
of Palestine have all contrsdicated each other. The pronounce 
stents somehow lac)* solidity, do not sound * scientific”, do not 
look te be final* Sir John Jfepe Simpson, in 1930, found - in 
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substance - that the only really cultivable lead in 
Eastern Jfclesttne was the land actually then vsfo&x under 
cult lTat ion - 3 Million dunam out or a total area ef 56 
Billion* The Royal Oenwi salon * 9 Report [1937 ) 
dismissed that verdict by admitting frankly that nobody 
really knew anything aa to whether the wasted area be 
cultivable or not, add that the first thing to start with 
ought to be a geophysical and hydrographical survey, which 
should also extend to Transjordan, As to Transjordan, the 
1935 Report of the Mandatory to the Mandates Commission es- 
timated that only about 5 % of its area could be considered 
cultivable^. $% of Transjordan's area Is 1,150,000 


acres, or 4,600,000 ■dunams*. 
August 1937, Mr. Ormcby (fare - 








Harlech still w&e called itfhen he wae Colonial Secretary «* 
went even farther and in addressing {August 1937} the 
Mandates Commission in Geneva grew recklessly optimistic 
about Transjordan* also quoting experts. "One of our moat 
experienced agricultural officers* > he stated, "says 
he is confident 100,000 families could be settled In 
Transjordan alone" {Minutes of the 32nd Session* p. 22). 

Ac he spoke of settling there Arabs* sot Jews# and as the 
Government's idea of an average lot viable for an Arab 
family is 140 dunams? ^ that expert obviously implied that 
there are in Transjordan about 14 willioj* cultivable 
dunams over and above any areas already exploited by the 
Inhabitants on the spot. Yet the WoedJtemd Commission 
which studied the question in 1938 did not confirm that 
expert's finding* etc. etc. 

The chief question ("chief" only from the point 
of view of agriculture* which is by no means the chief 
avenue for mass colonisation) is water for irrigation. The 
?codhead Commission's Report devotes a painstaking 
chapter to this matter* only to show that nothing is 


really known on the subject, and next to nothing has been 

dene to learn anything about it* The report says that 

x J Toodheadt“The ISl e -tine Parti tlon Commission 'a* } Report 
1938, p. 29i "The average for taxable crop land, 140 
dumans*. 


ZJ3 

“th« Beersheba drub-di strict h&e an awa nearly equal to 
that of the whole of Palestine, end quotes Sir John Hope 
Simpson to the effect that * given the possibility of 
irrigation, there ta practically an inexhaustible supply 
of cultivable land In the Beer sheba area - . Yet, to in- 
vestigate ao vital a natter, sixteen borings for water all 
told have been made in that area, at the coat of <£60*090, 
The results have been "neatly disappointing - . Perhaps* 
but that was no survey to speak of, A government really 
bent en constructive Issues, especially when for years its 
treasury accounts show comfortable surplus see of 

revenue over expenditure, should spend a million pounds 
and make hundreds of borings In an area so vast and so 
important for settlement. 

The question of Palestine's agricultural possibili- 
ties awaits a really serious survey: so far there has not 

been a single step made in that direction solid enough to 
Justify any conclusion. 

But it ie a naive error to treat agriculture as the 
main basis of immigration economy, Por a century and more, 
when countries grow it is no longer on account of their 
agriculture, Countfcfccs with the greatest density of popu- 
lation have the smallest percentage of people living by the 
plough and the pasture, Germany (density 360 per square 
mile), has 24JS; Holland (613 per sq,m*) 20 %% Belgium (702 
per aq, m, ) IfijS* England and Wales (703 per aq,m») S$, 
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Western Ifeleatine 1 B total rural population to-day is about 
650,0001 at SotfB&ny'e model that alone, without any increase 
In the number of farmers, could farm a sufficient agricultural 
"basis" for a total population of over 2,500*000? at the 
Dutch model, for a total of 3.250* 000; at the English model, 
f&r a population of over 8. 000.000 souls. These latter fancy 
figures lay, of course, no claim to any serious value, but 
they certainly are a reminder that the absorptive capacity of 
a country as a tftiole has very little to 1c with the absorptive 
capacity of Its farmland, 

F 

T ' The future density of Palestine, as th^t^of any 
ether country, depends on manufacture apd^ trade. Fr®» this 
point of view, water problems,x^eu“ie a different character* 
not the quantity sva^able pff irrigating acres but that 
zssfcah available for jdtfThJdng and ste^s- producing Is the 
decisive faetar^T Imigration^giiitKaM policies; and that 
water need^tf$t be on the spot but may^be anywhere within 
reattopsfble aqueduct distance. 

Par more Important than soil and irrigation water, 
from the viewpoint of immigration policy, is tba other 
"natural^ advantage" - the geographical position of a country, 
nearly allthe main sea routes between 3b st and East cross 
the Suez Canal; so do the main air lines; so will the main 

£+♦£. -*r , v i ■■■■-'■ ' ' ■ v 

land routes of the future, linking Capetown to Damascus and 
Peking, sticks: All that corner of the Mediterranean where 
Egypt and Palestine wait for their chance is the most important 
cross-roads of tD-ncrrew'a world. Its real hinterland is not 
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1 it io the whole of that South-Eastern comer 
Of Asia where one half of alLhn»*nity dwell - India* p&oc 
China, Inde shins, Halaya, the Dutch Indian Islands, the 
Billlpplneg * nearly one hi 111 on *aen and women* Their 
foreign trade* Impart* and exports together, averages to- 

A 

day about -£3 penhead annually. In Denmark it is ,£4# per 
head. Those countries advance, their requirements grow; 
some dsy their overseas trade will double* some remoter day 
it will reach the Danish level* Imagination fails to 
realise the monstrous avalanche of goods which will then 
he driven by «ea, air and land to and fro* between the two 
halves of humanity: practically half of it passing over 
that corner of the world where JSaleetine and Egypt await 
their future* Crossroad districts are populous district** 

f 

Ealestine will seme day be among the mostdensely populated 


countries on earth* That is a remote future, but every 
decade brings it tangibly nearer* 

x x , x 

, \ 

The Max 

iaclud^s^inevjfta.bly Tran^^dan; Let^s di^os^ of a 
curious wid^fsP^nd- n & pr-^ezm. ta think 

that in Arfab ey^a th^t part of Pajfestioe is/infini >ly mere 
sacred than the Western strip 
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Palest lit© <m hith sides of the Jordan has an are* 
of about 40 >000 sqaure Biles, Its total population to-day* 
West and East of the river, is 1.600*000, Jaws and Arab* 
together. It the density of France it could hold over & 
Billion Inhabitants* and Ifranca'a density ia one of the 
lowest among the industrialised countrfefee of Europe* 

XXX 

H 

But even high densities only produce big nu»ber* 
if the land is Mg enough. To absorb the Jewish exodus 
Bsleattne smeV inevi tstbly include the colonisation of 
Transjordan* Western Jfele stine contains only 10.000 
^square miles, Transjordan 30.000, Papulation west of the 
Jordan* 1,300*000; population east of the river, only 
300.000. 

We are diecu Being business in this beoic, eminently 
grave business, business of Europe's and alltfce worlds 
health and sanity: thus* and in no other way, will the 

question of Jblestine be discussed at the peace conference, 

' too. The area wanted to save Europe's otepohildre* wist 
be i rge enough to house theft. This is not a question cf 
a spiritual centre, of a slightly enlarged art glorified 
varsity iyg« quadrangle where the Jews could parade their 
cultural excellence: this is a grift natter of numbers, 

of hunger and need, of square inches to stand upon and cubic 
feet of air .to breathe* A reception area covering 
40.000 square mile* 1 , with an average n± density ef 40, 
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can be reasonably considered for the quick reception 
of several rail lions: but not an area a quarter that 

also* and with 130 inhabitants per square wile already 
on the spot. 

All this Isvery palpably obvious, and all reticence 
can only lead to autual declot. Per is there really any 
need for reticence. A curious at no sphere of tabs* has 
been created around the none •Transjordan*: a sort of 

Tsyth or superstition* to the effect that just Transjordan* 
in Arab eyes* is an especially sacred portion of 
Palestine's soil# infinitely were valuable and wore 
intangible than the Western strip; that If those Arabs 
so stubbornly begrudge us the acres of Sharon and Galilee* 
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those Arabs grudge us Sharon and Galilee* their reaction 
would he infinitely wore violent if we touched £» Gilead! - 
This is a fallacy* It is only Western Palestine that 
contains Moslem shrines at Jerusalem and Hebron? Trans- 
jordan has hardly any place at all on the front pages of 
Islam* s tradition. Her* In the history of the Arabs as yrwFt* 
a nation* can Amman or 3s-Salt claim the sane interest as 
Jaffa and Acre. 'Shat is equally important is the fact 
that there are 900,000 Arabg (Moslem and Christian) Vest 
of Jordan as against only 320,000 or* the Saltern Shore; 
the great feudal families, the intelligentsia* the 
industrial and commercial bourgeoisie of the Palestinian 
Arabs* whatever their number and value* dwell almost 
exclusively Jest of the river, and regard the handful of 
Bedouin across the street as primitives* Should any Arab 
Nationalist* not only at Jerusalem, be forced by some 
compelling po^er to choose which he would prefer to keep 
if the other must be given to the Jews, ha would certainly 
rather give the Jews Transjordan. 

It is most important to disabuse public opinion* 

Jewish and Christian* of this delusion as to the compa- 
rative degree of our neighbours* and cousins 1 jealcu^r 
with regard to the two parts of Saleetine, This delusion 
has always affected our energy in pressing for the opening 
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up of Transjordan* many a Zionist who already claims the 
sole ownership of Dan and Beer sheba shrinks even from 
stating Ms case shout Rabbat- Ammon as though fearing lest 
he tread on too delicate ground. But the ground is much 
less delicate here than In the first instance. Arab 
opposition to Jewish claims on Transjordan *- once we really 
start pressing that claim - will he incomparably weaker than 
what w® hare egnc experienced in the long-drawri battle for 
Western Ifclestine, 

| - | " |W i 1 ’iwi'ra- a mpre precise , 

analyst s\pf legal facts may show that the obstacles are 
much lees formidable than people imagine, /The essential 
legal facts d^out Transjordan are theses, 

The xte,lB\tine Mandate was formally adopted by the 
League of UationsN^n July 24th» 192#* the term "Pales tins* 

In its jtax text embraced also Trwisj ordan* Art, 33 of the 
Hand ate provided that the territories lying between 
the Jordan and the £*s tern 'Ityund ary of Palestine as ulti- 
mately determined * the Ma*w&t<3iw shall be entitled* with 
the consent of the Council of theNLeague of Kationa* to 
postpone or withhold /pplicftticm or^uch provisions of 
this Mandate as he y consider inapplicable to the existing 
local conditions"' 

Two month/ later* on September 23rd* tiitet Council 
of the League ft n pursuance of the provisions of this 
Article", passed a "resolution" stating that certala^or- 
tlone of the rales tine Mandate tallfh* portions referring 
to Zionists interests) ■are not applicable to the territory 
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Jfor £s the legal petition under the Mandate do 
formidable as seme people imagine, Thane are times when 

hardly anyone carta about the legel aspects of international 
issues, least of all about a Mandate which the Mandatory 
Government itself treated as "unworkable" in 1937 and worse 
than that in 1*939* The author* however, is old-fashioned 
enough to retain sene interest in the legality of treaties; 
and be thinks* besides* that a moment will sstXx soon cone 
when this old fashion wi Hagai n become the only reliable 
thing left on earth. It is therefore worth while to 
remember that in the rales tine Mandate the term "Palestine* 
embraces alee Transjordan* and that this has never been 
changed. One of the Mandate's arttcesl (article 35) only 
provided tb*t "in the territories lying between the Jordan 
and the Eastern boundary of Pales tine" the ifiuidatory "shall 
be entitled to postpone or withheld application of such 
provisions of this Hand Ate as he nay consider inapplicable 
to the existing local conditions". Two months later* the 
Council of the League of Rational passed a "resolution* 
stating that the Sioniot portions of the Palestine Mandate 
"are not applicable to the territory known as Transjordan** 
There is no word in that £xkbs£*b&3k£ "resolution* to 
specify whether this means "withholding" their application 
or only "postponing";' and such emission in such cases always 
indicate -that the legislator foresaw, and prepared 'S t xtx for 
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the contingency that the aeasure could seme day "be recalled. 

The very title "re so lotion*, in coiaparieoa with the title 
"Mandate** clearly eraphasizes a lesser degree of durablity. 

In ether words* It is perfectly reasonable and lawful to assume 
that the Intent *f the resolution was just to "postpone" the 
application of the Mandate's Zionist clause# to Transjordan 
in view of * existing local conditions'* i what has been past- 
pened can now be enacted without any breach of the Mandate* 3 ^ 

X X X 

The real difficulty* of course* is not the "resolution" 

J. 

but the existence of a certain dynastic fact. One would feel 
rather awkward in the ’oid^le of this 20th century haring to 
dieu3s dynastic facte of such abYtausly articial origin as if 
they were decisive factors in a situation involving the fate of 
peoples. It is perhaps aere’Oractical to leave it undiscussed* 
as* far different reasons* we have left aside the question of 
how a Max Herdau Plan could he fitted into the framework of an 
existing Mandate* MhSre there is good will, everything can be 
fitted Into everything* IThat is perfectly clear to all 
concerned ie that where serious world's business Is to be 
done* titles cannot stand / in the way. 
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Chapter XVII 




The transformation of Ible stlne can be carried out 
to the full ^rlthout dislodging £hd Palestinian Arabs, All 
current affirmations to the contrary are utterly wrong, 

A* territory of over 100*000 square kilometers , settled at 
the ar exage density of France [87 inhabitants per aq* k*) 
would hold over 8 million inhabitants? at the density of 
Switzerland (104), orer 10 million; at the density of 
Germany or Italy (140), about 14 million* It now holds, 
counting Arabs and Jews and Trans Jordan Ians and all, Just 
over one million and a half* There is margin enough left for 
Saleptine to absorb in addition, the better part of East 
Central Europe’s ghetto - the better part of fire million 
souls **■ without coming anywhere near even the moderate 
density of Prance, Unless the Arabs choose to go away them- 
selves, there is no need for them to emigrate. 

Another fallacy is the assertion that for the Arabs 
to be a minority it) a state predominantly Jewish would mean 
to be persecuted and oppressed. The last people to repeat 
this fallacy ought 44 be the authors of the 1939 White Eaper. 
Since they assure that the Jews, condemned to remain a one-to- 
tm> minority in Palestine, would not only be oppressed but can 
even enjoy the delights of a Jew! eh Nation*! Home, what ground 
have they to suggest that it would be a di saster for the 
Arabs if the positions beoama reversed? It would be much 
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more logical for the authors of the White Paper to offer 
thaArab minority the same safeguards they consider sufficient 
for the happiness of & Jev?i eh minority. 

Xt Is absurd to assume that on ethnical minority is 
always and veryshere an oppressed minority. It Is not true. 
Sootts outside' of Scattland and Welshmen outside of Wiles lire 
scattered a l X over England.* yet it is not suggested that their 
rights are being curtailed. So is the position of the Catholic 
Brench-apeahing minority in the mixed province of Ontario the 
opposite of Ojsreaelon. Soviet Russia las wwjr sins, Hut no one 
«an deny tbat her ethnical nlaorltlee enjoy a very reasonable 

equality of status - in so far as anything can be 

"enjoyed® in that political climate* Czechoslovakia was a 
model state in this respect * so is Finland* where the Swedish 
minority holds a position better even* in some respects* than 
that of , Scots in Great Britain, nothing is of course perfect 
on this earth* and there is no doubt that it is much more 
pleasant to be a majority than a minority even under the best 
imaginable conditions; but that does not Kean that the status 
of a minority is everywhere and always a tragedy. It is not* 
Every great nation has fragments which form minorities in some* 
one else* a l&ndi the English In South Africa* the French In 
Canada, Belgium and Switzerland* the Germans all over the world* 
Their position depends on the regime* Under a decent regime a 
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minority own live in reasonable contentment. The 
world baa no right to assure that Jewish statesman- 
ship is unable to create as decent a regime as that 
oreated by Canadian or Swiss statesmanship* After 
all* it is from Jewish sources that the world has learned 
the wisdom about the proper treatment of the "stranger 
within the gates 11 . 

There! 3 only one case where to be a minority 
is a tragedy and a oursei it is the case of a nation 
which i 8 only a minority* everywhere a minority 
scattered among strange races, with no corner of the 
earth to call her own mid no home to go to. - But 
the Arabs have all Arabia* Irak and Syria on the East 
aide of the Suez Canal; T?est df Sues* there in Sgypt, 
Libya* Tunis* Algiers ad iJorocco, S<me of these 
countries ere already independent* others not yet; but ' 
in each one of them there is no question of axy but 
Arabian majority* such one of them is an Arab national 
homeland. 

x 

It would be an idle pastime* at this stage* 
seriously to offer drafts of future constitutions. But 
some people may be genuinely worried about what would 
happen to the rights of the Palestinian Arabs if the 
country became a Jewish State* The author can at Id&st 
give them an idea of what Jews themselves intend to do 
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In tMs respect when they arc in a majority and 

^le etine a self-governing state. It may ha 

especially significant for these readers to learn 

how the "extremis t" wing of Zionism visualises the 

constitution of the Rhleatine of the future* The 

following extracts are quoted from a draft worked 

out 'by the Revisionist Executive In 1934 , so lee 

rogur&i & s g _ ton g ue e may say that this ia "the worst 

that can happen" to the Palestinian Arabs, The 

draft is not sn official progremiae, ana the writer 
* 

ie not prepared to hank it in all its aspects, 3till 
it was the result of much careful labour! a wide 
range of precedents had been studied, documents and 
volumes renowned and respected once upon a time when * 
all the intelligentsia of East— Central Europe - which 
then included Russia - was infatuated with the 
Austrian Socialists* Sat i o nal ltaeten-Sta&t theories! 
Kudo If Springer's hooks, the Minutes of the Bruenn con* 
gross of Austria's So si aid emokr attache Tfexteip the 

d 

excellent Hungarian lav of 1868 on the use of minority 
language in civil service communications, down to the 
old- Turkish legislation, truly remarkable, on the 
autonomy of the T&rious ethno-religious communities 
whose official title was killet - w natlone* - Millet-i- 
Bourt, Millet-i-Bnneni, Killet-i-Houes&vie (Greek, 
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Ament an, ltaaaic). It will be impossible hereto display 
all that emditi on t only a few section® are worth quoting, 
dealing with civic equality, languages* so -called * cul- 
tural autonomy** the Holy Places, and land laws* Only the 
“broad issues, no details. It will perhaps he sufficient 
to hear out the statement made by this writer “before the 
Palestine Royal Commission: that the Jaws are ready to 

guarantee to the Arabs in a Jewish T&legtine the maximum 
of the rights they claimed, “but lever got for themselves 
in other countries. 

In reading this draft it Should be remembered that 
according to the principle whidh la the alpha and omega 
of RoTisioniem, Palestine can he promoted to independent 
statehood only after the formation of the Jewish majority* 

I* Civic Equality 

1, Provided nothing be done to hinder any Diaspora 
Jew from repatriating to Palestine and* “by doing 
so, automatically becoming a Palestinian citizen* - 
the principle of equal rights for all citizens of 
any race* creed, language, or class shall he enacted 
without limitation throughout all sectors of the 
country's public life. 

In every Cabinet n shore the prime minister is a 
Jew, vice- premier ship shall be offered to an Arab, 
and Trice- versa* 


-- - “ " -r-^r — ■ 
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Proportional sharing by Jaws and Arab® both in 
the chargee and in the benefits of the State shall 
be the rule with regard to iferliament a lee t ions# 
ell'll and military service# and budgetary endowments* 
The' same rule shall apply to mixed samicipalitiee 
or county councils, 

2. Lgaatusaea 

1* The Hebrew and the Arabic languages shall 
enjoy equal rights and equal legal validity* 

2. 3To State law, proclamation* or ordinance; 
no coin* banknote# or stamp of the State; no public 
cation or Inscription produced at the State's expense 
shall be valid unless executed identically in both 
Hebrew and Arabic. 

3* Both Hebrew and Arabic shall be used with 
equal legal effect in Parliament* in the Courts# 
or before any other office or organ of the State* 

4, All offices of tie State shall answer any 
applicant* orally and in mating* In the language 
of his application# Aether Hebrew or Arsbio* 

3. Cultural Autonom y 

x) 

1, The Jewish and the Arab ethno-comswnitiee 


eha.ll be recognised as autonomous public bodies of 
equal status before the law. 


x) The "wor doused in original is the Hebrew equivalent 
of "national! ty“« As in English the term denotes state 
allegiance rather than ethnical allegiance# this trans- 
lation had to be invented* 
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Should the Christian Arabs# or any other group 
ot citizens reasonably justified in claiming autonomy, 
also demand a measure of independent recognition, 
Parliament shall be entitled to grant the request. 

2. The following natters shall be delegated by 
the State to each ethnc-coimwiiity with regard to its 
members! 

a) religion and pergonal status; 

Ta) education in all its branches and grades# 
especially In the compulsory elementary 
stages, 

e) charity including all forme of social 
assistance, 

d) settlement of mir.or law oasas arising 
out of the above mentioned matters. 

Z w Each e tlmo -oorawmii ty shil elect Its national 
Diet with the right to issue ordinances , and levy 
tajMB within the Units ^ «“ ahtonoi^ and to 
appoint a national SxeoutiTe xesponal hie before 

the Diet, 

4, A permanent Minister of cabinet rank# 
independent of all parties# shall represent each 
ethno-eemmunity in the country's Government, 
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IV* The Holy Plages 

1* The relevant area© within the Old City of . 
Jerusalem* to he delimited under the authority 
of the League of Hationa* shall enjoy the settle measure 
of exterritoriality as that universally recognised in 
the ease of Embassies# 

2* Each of these areas shall constitute a 
municipality under a Council appointed by agreement 
between the ecclesiastic authorities concerned# 

3* A similar regime shall apply* jroctacfeJcBX mujatls 
mutandis , to other HOly sites Trithiu the country- 
4* Except in war, pilgrim permits of sufficient 
duration shallbe freely granted to nationals of any 
State* subject only to genuine requirements af hygiene* 
traffic, and public safety, and provided any paupers 
among the pilgrims shall be maintained and repatriated 
at the expense of the respective ecclesiastic authority* 
5* A delegate of the League of Bfations* with the 
status of Ambassador, shall be appointed to represent 
the Interests concerned* 

V* Land 

1* A Palestine Land Court shall be formed including 
among other members, also Judges and agricultural 
experts belonging to both ethno-ccHEHunitlse# 
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3, All the waste lands, as well as all lands 
inadequately cultivated in the Court’s opinion, 
oballbe requisitioned (under fair compensation 
ia the caee of the latter) to form the State’s 
Lend Be serve* 

3, After improveroentmat the expense of the 
State, reclaimed areas of the Land Be serve divided 
Into allotments shall be granted, at fair prices 
and easy terras of credit, to individual applicants 
and groups* 

4 < Allotments shS.1 he distributed under the 

Land Court’s supervision to Jewish and Aran 
applicants and groups indiscriminately. 

5. Each applicant shall have to satisfy the 
Land Court: 

a) that he owns no other land 
h) that he possesses a reasonable 
minimum of capital or equipment for worleiug 
the land, no matter whether his own or 
supplied by supporters: 

. c) that he will wort it personally . 
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"Shether the Arabs would like all this enough 
to stay on in a Jewish country, is another question. 

If not, the author would again refuse to see a tragedy 
or a disaster in their willingness to emigrate . The 
Pal ea tine Royal Commission was the first, not only 
among the English hut practically also among the Jews, 
not to shrink from the suggestion. Courage is infec- 
tious. Since we have thie great moral authority for 
calmly envisaging the exodus of 330.000 Arabs from 

one comer of Palestine, /( doubling the number makes 

/ 

no difference. The writer, es he said above, does mt 
nee any necessity for it, nor does he think it desirable 
from many points of view; but if the hypotheses be 
true that this would be the Arabs* own preference, the 
prospect can be discussed without any pretence of shock. 
Since 1933, when Greeks, within 

months wer amoved to Macedonia and Turks to 

Anatolia, the idea became very Aailisr familiar and 
even a little po pular. Herr Hitler, detested as he is, 
has also recently been adding to its popularity. Of 

■V 

course, his critics strongly disapprove his policy in 
removing Germans from the Trentino and the Haiti cum 
and planting them in fields and houses robbed from the 
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Pole at but It la mainl$ the robbing _ot the Poles, not 
the moving of the Germans, which really cause a the 
censure* One cannot help feeling that in so far as 
only Germans on one hand and Italians and 3ilts on the 
other are concerned, the operation night prove not so 
had for their common health in the end* Tfhen Kr, 
Roosevelt foresee s up to SO million potential refugees 
after the war, what he no doubt has in mind is that 
the po Bit ion of all "minor i ties 1 * may become untenable 
all over the place, and some radical solution may have to 
be found* Rurlt&nla, which as we know Is situated just 
between And! via and HedLulia and populated ty a pot-pourrj. 
of both races, has a majority of the former, so in 
1918 it was adjudged to Andivia* Result? Andtvia has now 
300*000 Heduliana who cause trouble* So perhaps we had 
better annex the province to He dull a? But then Hedulla 
will: have 500*000 Andivians, with the same effect* 

Maj ority rule is perhaps not such a sweet panacea even 
where parties are concerned, but when it is nationalities 
the medicine simply does not work except as an irritants 
and the alternative, minority rule, would be still worse. 
One really radical medicine would be the Oreco-Turkish. 
precedent of 19S3* The writer frankly doubts if that is 
feasible, and perhaps other solutions could first be 
tried, which it is not here the place to outline. But 



(Ch* 


theoreti eally, the idea or redistributing minorities 
eu masse is getting ever more popular among what is 
called the best people, and there Is no longer any taboo 
.about it* 

One thing seems certains any Arab country tfh.ich 
would find the courage and the acreage for such an 
operation would reap fabulous material advantages* It 
would probably have unlimited suns and the world s best 
expert© at its disposal for the most ambitions schemes 
of land reclamation and irrigation. The Arab trefckers, 
on the other hand, would probably also treb with donkey* 
loads of pelf. AH the problems connected with the 
evacuation of the European "Zone* *»« *■— lM » 

par ably easier. Who knows? 

But this 1*3 an aside, nothing to do with war 

alma, Ible stine astride the Jordan haH room enough for 
that million Arabs, for another million of the eventual 
progeny, for several million Jews, and for peace; for 
so much peace that It will then be peace also in Europe, 
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Chapter XIX 

Status xtopuluaqtte Israel 
In cold justice, the first of all Jewish war 
demand s ought to "be addressed to the Jews themselves* 
a united front* They ought to have formed it* or at least 
Ijave set about forming it* long ago; but now* since the 
war* the eleventh hour has really struck* 

A united fron means* above all* one agreed single 
formula of demands to be presented to the future peace 
conference* this is even more essential than one single 
national authority* In theory it might even be more 
impressive if a dozen different Jewish delegations* appear- 
ing one after another before the peace conference, would 
repeat exactly the same demands; or again it might prove* 
on the contrary, much Icbs impressive* only irritant. 

That does not really matter as the theory is unreal: an 
agreed progranm* provided the people be not quite insane* 
would mean a united representation before the peace Con* 
ference* 

Tet even this - a single Jewish delegation before 

the conference table - is by far not what vo need. The 

historical hour demands a Jewish delegation at the table 

of the peace conference. In the next chapter, the last 
of this book* this need willbe emphasised as the crucial 

point of all the Jewish, war aims* Our~claiw is for the 

full status of an Allied nation* with a recognised national 
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headquarters (if' tha 'word “goveirniDent (> premature ) a 

«eat esaonp those who will haw® to decide on our demand®. 

But that cannot even he misses ted unless there is, or will 
"be formed in time for action, a single organ whose title 
as headquarters no one could reasonably dispute. 

Without that Jews can only be heard as petitioners, 
not consul ted &3 partners* and as the petitioners are many 
we risk a replica of what happened at Jovian. Saving learned 
that there were some eighteen Jewish delegations at Geneva 
waiting to be heard, the Brian Conference entrusted one of 
■ it8 committees to invite all the sixteen, Bach one of 
those delegations claljued , some probably with right, a “world" 
-wide range of influence, beside the main claim to attention 
which was a point of view quite unlike that of the next 
embassy. Bach one was impartially given five minutes to 
state that point of view. This is the dangerous precedent 
which may have to be repeated at the peace conference, unless 
- which would surprise no one - the conference simply refuses 
to hear any of the competitors. 

Another thing may happen, perhaps the worst at all: 
(yet there is a danger that some important Jewish bodies 
will themselves try and make influence in that harmful 
direction). That would be if the peace conference chose' to 
hear only a few more authoritative, or at least store sub- 
stantial looking bode si in that case the choice would be 
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likely to favour the American Joint Distribution 
Commutes (the biggest of our relief associations) , the 
Joint foreign ComnUtee ( a London body with a long and 
not unworthy record of political Intervention*} * the 
Alliance Israelite Tfeivereell©, the Jewish Colonisation 
Association; perhaps also the Jewish Agency* This would 
be, frankly, the worst thing that can happen to us. A 
mix-up of eighteen points if view is at least harmless In 
that it cannot prejudice anything. But the selection of 
a few privileged admissible would be in itself a ptre* 
Judgment, an indication that the peace conference h a w 
already before listening to the Jews, made up its mind as 
to what it wants to hear* 

x 

The greatest of all would then be the threat to 
Zionism. Sven if a Jewish Agency were invited or allowed 
to present its view in this selected company, that would 
place it into the position of a competitor - with rather 
inferior chances, . If a peace conference after a war like 
this decides to grant the floor to several Jewish bodies 
go e elected as to represent several well defined attitudes - 
reliance on "equal rights*, relief by charity, relief by 
scattered infiltration, group settlement in places outside 
of Palestine, and also Zionism among others - it means that 
the mot .d'ordre is to be .relief by patchwork and Palestine 
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is to be examined simply as one of the many possible and par- 
tial palliatives, 

Unfortunately there are clear signs that the present 
spokesman of the Jewish Agency not only do not intend to 
resist such diminution of canftt . but deliberately invite it# 
Hr, Wei Emann f b recent speech at Ifew York* obwi ously an agreed 
pro gramme speech for its essence is being echoed by other 
spokesmen, ale where, is indicative. Hie Drain point was: “Con- 
servative estimates of the number of Jews that can ha absorbed 
annually would confine these elves to the existing opportu- 
nities'. they would not take into account larger territories 
like the Hegeb and ath&r regions where tens of thou sand e 
will no doubt some day live and proeper* or or the new 
horizons that may be opened up by soil research and new dis- 
ooteriee of water# But even within the limits of such a 
purely pro^mtic point of view* Palestine has the ■fff***y ***■■ 
capacity to take to itself approximately 50*OCO new 
immigrants a year for years to come* 1 , 

Thi s means bidding for sure failure, 50,000 a year 
{even to those who believe in the *progrnatic reality of this 
figure) i e« under the present circumstances* a candid ad- 
mi esi on that Zionism raises ho claim to solve the tragedy. 
Arithmetically* it TOuld take 20 years at this rate to save 
from hell even one single million % actually* there would be 
hardly any evacuation at all for under the "selective* 
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system of the Jewish Agency, the bulk of emigrant e 
Screes, youths* so that Just the age clauses of 
maximum fertility (approximately, in the "Zone*, 

^3 to 39) are left behind to replace the losses, Before 
a peace confer once concerned e if at all * only w ith 
what can he (tone to evacuate the ruined Zona, it is an 
attitude calculated to wake of J^lestine Just one of the 
partial and inadequate remedies that may be proposed. 

One of the weakest * in fact. Taken wen as 
"group settlement™ - in the sense of a settlement certified 
to 'become an ail- Jewish territory if it succeeds at all - 
this program** is obviously inadequate* British Guiana or 
the Kimberley s are a mirage* but at least there the 
first five thousand settler s» If they managed to stay* 
would mate a purely Jewish province with no neighbours to 
cause trouble. But it -would take a longish generation 
to transform even "Jestem i^lestine alone into a country 
with a Jewish majority at the rate of EO thousand immi- 
grants a year 5 and in the mean tine - every member of the p 
peace conference will know what would have to be faced in 
the meantime. Taken as a patchwork remedy* admittedly one 
of the several on the market* Palestine is really not an 
attractive business proposition,- 
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Especially as no one at the pence conference i» 
lifCly to accept the figure of *50*000 a year". The 
statesmen around the peace table arena t likely to forget 
that there has been prolonged and conspicuous troubles to 
say nothing of a statement of policy by the ^iand&tory, 
snaking 50*000 the final total of all the immigrants 
Meeting will ever accept* To transform "50,000 in 
all 11 into "50*000 a year" all this British and especially 
Arab opposition would have to be beaten down? for the 
presents a "conservative estimate" of what Palestine Can 
offer is small immigration and the ever present thrust 
of trouble. But British HUiana* San Domingo, the 
Ximberl ey b, Mindanao and all the rest, whether sure of 
success or doubtful* whether future "terri tories* or 

1 tration "s whether big patchwork or small patchwork **• 
have at least this one immense advantage t the good will 
of the respective governments* no immediate prospect of 
friction with the people of the country, in some cases 
no such people at all 

Palestine a« one of may Palliatives has no chance 
at all to be not only preferred but even seriously noticed 
at the future peace conference. Of all possible palliative 
propositions Palestine is, politically the most arduous, 
hampered by obstables which can only be surmounted at the 
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cost of considerable daring* Of course it is not 
impo ssible to overcome the Arab obstruct Ion and Great 
Sri tain's reluctances, but to do so a decisive effort 
willbe required, Efforts are only made when it is 
worth while to make them: when tie price is great and 
uni quo # not a pittance to which can much easier be 
o bt alned el sawher e. 

Palestine as a war aims problem has no locus 
standi unless it can be presented as the full solution 
of the -Tewi sh problem, the only practicable theatre for 
a Max ITord&y plan# the only complete medicine for 
[Europe* a cancer* Only then can the Palestine claim 
be defended before the councils of a world each as it 
trill be on the morrow of a great cataclysm# facing the 
necessity of imraesne solutions# qi th no time nor patience 
for trifles and ttriraoings* only if put forward as a 
scheme unique in its jjaterial human i taxi an range# exclusive 
and intolerant of all competition* and indeed dwarfing 
all competitors and waking their offer valueless in 
comparison. 

The Jewish demand at the future peace conferenoe 
should be an aucilgam of the two dominating ideas of our 
people's modern history: the Jewish State for those who 

want it, and real equallity for those whom Eastern Europe 
will not release* The amalgam is indissoluble# for 







j 









e 


{Ch* XIX) 

bout the Jewish State the second demand Is ms real# 
it is* in f&ct* not on amalgam “but a bl— e-tomal oneness* 
Out people *8 only chance of elevation our of this war 
depends on these tvjo conditions* that oneness of the 
Jewish, war demand/ must he recognised by all the 


collective authority of world Jewry* - and it must be 
presented at the wolld'e settlement hoard "by a single 
Jewish embassy in the name of a single wo rid- Jew! all 
leader ship* 

The writer is not quite sure if the old debate* as to 
whether the Jews are a nation or just a religious community* 
is etill going on or has been dropped* But even if there 
still are people who "feel* about it one way or another* 
that should have no bearing on the question of a headquarters* 
One can favour a world-organisation for all scattered Jewry 
without committing oneself to the view that Jewry is a nation 
in dispersion. There is an interesting precedent in the 
parson of tie late Kathan Birhbaum* a very fertile and 
penetrating mind r who - after many ideological peregrinations 
finally became converad to the view that the 1 core of 
Israeli individuality was not nationhood but religion* yet 
he fervently advocated the creation of a "world-Kehillah* - 
a universal congregation or synagogue democratically 
elected throughout all the surface of the globs and "go- 
verning* in all matters of mutual as si stance and mutual 
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defence* The author la rather far from that conception# 
but it j would be ■waste of time to argue* 181» t ie needed 
1 b the recognition of & paramount common interest and a 
single headquarters to defend its ’Senaius Populueque Israel** 

hardest 

This la perhaps the hauafausic of all points of 
reel stance on the road to JeTfish redemption* The bet few 
dec alee hare produced in our scattered people a rich 
growth of organised efforts for self-help, and some of th w* 
have attained really remarkable level 5 of moral and material 
power- They are vivid ly conscious of their excellent re- 
cords of social service, justifiably proud and Jealous of 
their individuality and independence. In addition, they 
mostly have an ideology of their own# or at teact one whose 
wording is quite different from the way in which the/ same 
ideas are expressed next floor, no that any proposal to borrow 
even one single phrase nest door sounds like invitation 
to apostasy, Ass amalgamated, programme, plus & supreme 
headquarters which would superset all those sectional 
eoverei #ities, is a plan sure to be resisted tooth and nail. 
The writer has no illusions about it. The formula * a 
united front of all Jewry" is not unpopular in itself# it 
can even be not infrequently heard in many of those very 
sovereign quartern; but somehow (the writer means no 
offence) it is like the outcry for a pan-*' Arab federation* 
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to which all their tings render courteous lip-service while 
not one of the® would even listen to & concrete scheme 
involving a #u&&k diminution of his prerogatives* The 
writer frankly doubts if a supreme headquarters of world Jewry 
shall ever be formed by agreement ba tween the existing organi- 
sations* the 3ig ?our or the Big Plve* Squally doubtful it is 
whether the amalgamation of programmes can be accomplished by 
consent between the parties* Some of them {not all of them) may 
agree to the concoction of a joint platform ty the mechanical 
process of reciting ^plarik 1 * after ’'plank* until everybody's 
favourite plants have been recited: provided none is allowed 

to usurp priority, and the same weight and value is attached to, 
say* lifting the ban on Jewish doctors in Tristan da Cfunha, end 
the colonisation of Palestine? and provided, fff course, that 
no such terms era used, a? Jewish State or atBSK-ssedus, nor 
awch heresies proclaimed, or even only hinted at, as that 
alleged connect ion between the reality of equal rights in new 
Tbland and the proportion of Jews ikHl&gHtK that can be assisted 
to depart from new tblund. In other words, old twaddle with no 
curs for the efuicer nor a message likely to stir any fertile 
imagination, But a really united formula of Jewish restoration, 
short sad sharp and clever and single-minded ae Chahteclair 1 s 
Horsing call to which sunrise is the an ewer, tea unlikely to 
arise out of the self-sacrifice of parties as a really united 
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leadership out of the voluntary submission of central 
commit teas. 

Thi4 book is not the place to plan ways ahd means 
hav the milted front will have to be achieved % tout as 
sure as our people mat toe saved* the united front of 
world Jewry wi ll have to he achieved* Life presses in 
this directs. out public opinion is slow* hut in the end 
it will also press in this direction* Then it also will 
•discover" the ways and means - or rather realise that 
there is nothing to "discover" aa there are hundreds of 
Ige tractive precedents, sound, clean, and effective* Wien 
unity cannot he established by the abdication of sectional 
majesties and highnesses, democracy - if alive and resolved 
to live on - must intervene and set up its own authority 
super seding all else, A ’tfoTld* Jewish Elected Assembly Is 
years overdue: it should have been called into being when 

Polish Jewry w&F4 still free tc act. There is no reason, 
just as Canada holds an election in &arch 1940, why a Jewish 
referendum cannot toe arranged in most countries concerned. 

This war time Assembly would* of course, be a truncated body, 
but it still would stand as an expression of some among the 
most powerful forces of tbs race; and its. birth, a plebiscite 
of universal suffrage, could become an impressive manifestation 
thr ought ill the free countries of civilisation still left 
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m the glebe. 

This short paragraph is inadequate for a subject 
bo vaet* The problem will probably have to be solved by 
long and heated internal debat e» but it is an internal 
problem and does not properly belong in a boob which 
attempts to state the Jewish claim vis-a-vis the Gentile 
universe. We shall leave it at that, only remembering 
that there will be no chance even of voicing a claim unless 
a single World Jew! ah "government* be there to voice it* 
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Chapter XJ 

The Jewish demands are* 

a} A Jewish army on all the Allied fronts 
. hi Recognition of a world- Jerri, ah civil 

headquarters with a seat on any international organ 
dealing with migration or reconstruction problems and 
on the future peace conference 

cl The Jewish State a^k a war alia of the Allies 
dl A Covenant on civic equality* as a war aim 
of the Alii ee* 

ac . * ' ' ' 

b) The Army 

The Jewish Regiment was formed by the War Office in 
August 191V. It was at first officially known a® the 38th 
to 41st Ro^al SUsiliere, but was afterwards granted, the 
name of "Judaeans* and a special badge, (the seven-branched 
candlestick described under canvass familiarlyas the toasting 
fork). Its fall * strength on the register at Eounalow was 
probably oisr 10,000, but only half of that number could bo 
trained in time to roach Palestine, Of these, about 1600 came 
from the United Kingdom, 100 from that Southern part of 
Palestine which All&nby had liberated a year before the final 
conquest* about 2500 from the United States, the balance from 
Canada* the Argentine* and from among the Jewish prisoners of 
war at Alexandria, Egypt* who volunteered for that services 
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suceeded after several War Office refusals* The 
commanding officers of battalion a in the field were J* 
Patterson » a Protestant Irishman? Elieser Margolin, 
an Australian Jew, in his early youth a Palestinian pioneer?"" 
?« Samuel, a British Jewt P* Scott, a British Christian, 

The officers were mostly Christian, the EDO's mostly 
Jewish, the rank and file all Jews. During the final 
offensive, in September 1918, Jewish troops in the Jordan 
Valley formed a * Pat ter son column " , and. had the distinction 
of capturing the Umro-esh-Shert ford on the Jordan, a few 
miles north of Jericho - a deed mentioned in ALlenhy's 
dispatches. This was the first Jordan ford taken by the 
Allies? a couple of hours after the capture, Ansae cavalry 
crossed it and invaded. Transfer dan. erven's column* 

was the first British infantry force in Transjordan; Col. 
Margolin, at the head of Ms battalion, was the first 
British commander of captured As* Salt {to-day Jews ar4 
prohibited from even entering; Transjordan) * - After the 
Armistice, the Judaeans did garrison duty In ktestern Pales- 
tine, In 1919, during the trouble in Egypt, when the bulk 
of British troops left for Cairo, all the railwey line from 
Romani in the Sinai desert up to Haifa was under their guard. 
At the military cemetery on the I-fount of Olives there is 
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‘ M#tl “ 9f *«•«. aw are not may, the 

Jenlali battalions had not teen given a real battle ohanoe, 
Parhaps amply beeates there happened to be no serious 
engagemat where they happened to he stationed. What they 
wo told to do they did well. Bare was no reason Why the 
Precedent should not have teen followed when the present 
w broke nut, and there still i» none. 

But this tine the precedent will have to be extended 
both in scope and in character. It must be# formally, a 
Jewish army, not a regiment within the British army; it must 
be given a chance to grow to 100.000 men at leastt and 
it must fight on all the Allied fronts to prove just what 
some people wouid prefer to forget » that this is a Jews' 
war as raich ae Britiin's and France's# Poland's and Finland *d. 

The writer need not be lectured on the 1001 excellent 
reasons wiy it ie both unusual and ■'impossible" to have a 
Jewish army eo long as there Is no Jewish state# nor a 
Jew! ah treasury to maintain it. All the reasons are value- 
less. tjnusual# yes | "impossible*# nonsense* The only 
question ia whether an additional 100.000 men* probably 
many more# will be useful in the field or not# sad what 
will be the best way# the "optimum** to get the maximum 
number of recruits* and out of them the mfcximum eagerness of 
effort. This also settles the treasury question. If 
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100*000 men, or more than that# are needed they will bare | 

to he equipped » fed and trained at the Allies expence# and | 

^ wake a T«iy little difference in coeta if they will | 

he styled an array* It say even mean a con adorable economy B as | 

' k 

pri Tates 1 and officers 1 pay in a Jewish artsy need not he on j 

tte saam scale as in the British* Secondly# while It is true | 

that there is no Jewish state as yet# it Is not quite exact to j 
say that there is no Jewish treasury* It certainly exists as j 

a spiritual hut by no means negligible power# serving ayriads j 

of people in a score of countries# feeding a rather magnificent 
galaxy of social# educational and colonising entreprfcses 
throughout all the continents* The formation of a Jewish 
array will mobilise its ressourees to limits never suspected ? 

before* It may yet prove very helpful in other eyas of the ] 

I 

war# too# especially if# together with the raising of the j 

j 

army# a civilian all* Jew! ah authority will be recognised* j 

Outside of the Allied countries# and thd countries j 

held or paralysed by the enej^y (U,S.S*R* included]# there ] 

are more than six million Jews to-day whose dominating pre- 
occupation# without any fear of over statement # oan he dee- j 

orihed as looking for some way to help in destroying the 
common enemy# About 1*200,000 of them are males between 
the ages of IS and 35* - An especially interesting^oruer of 
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tbe Pioture is r&leetiae, whose male Jewish population of 
ATwy «*» provide 100*000 man, with a large proportion 

of them not only trained bat fairSy experienced in that old- 
fashioned kind of warfare which in the Kiddle East may still 
he not quite of fashion* - All these are potentials which it 
would not be wi adorn to neglect, simply as numbers* even apart 
fro® their value as a factor likely to affect the other 
"potential* of the war, the moral one* 

Trust there la a wlde-epresd opinion (this has been 
written In February 1940, and may no longer fit the case when 
the book is printed) that man* power is no use in the sort of 
war the Allies are facing, A Joke recently overheard in very 
competent quarter si "If the biggest neutral offered to come 
in we would be terribly embarrassed* for where could one 
find Xtsbenarama for him on the -western front?* But, when 
not joking, everyone that counts realises that, if the war is 
to develop in a direction leading up to victory. It will have 
to take a different line of development^* This is net only 
a pragmatic but also, and even mere so* a moral necessity, 
Xeutrala (and that still means three quarters of the anti* 

East world) begin to lose Immediate interest in the paltry 
proceedings. The dally budget of events on the seas and in 
the air, epic as It is is quality, lacks that grandeur of 
mass-effort without which there la no "war** only a kind of 
highly motorised guerrilla. Since December, the only war 
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aevrfl tliat look really like war news are coming from Finland* 

The world feels passionate about Finland? the world feels 
ewer more and more like just an observer regarding all 
other theatres of the ooaflict, a sympathetic, attentive, but 
enexoited observer. Thl e nay become embarrasing. Neutrality 
to-day is an expensive business, it entails considerable losses 
end enormous inconveniences If count erbalanoed by a passio- 
nate, breathless excitement over what Is happening every 
minute in the great arena, all those drawbacks will be borne 
not only with patience but even with a sort of grim satis- 
faction, for at heart every neutral Is a sympathiser. Bit 
no sympathy can thrive on a diet of monotony. This explains 
why there are such obstinate relapses into peace talk, even 
from those neutrals whose wish to eee Nazims crushed la every 
bit as ardent as ourei the quantitative puniness of the 
war events, so strikingly out of keeping with the monstrous 
powers and the almost cosmic issues involved, saps at their 
nerve - There are, no doubt, very serious material reasons 
Why this form of warfare has been allowed to predominate in 
the first stage of the conflict, and it certainly has been 
a godsend for accumulating more power) but it cannot be 
permitted to outlast a strictly limited necessity. 
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The*® are doubt lee* very vruel thoughts* but they 
fit Hunan native and are prbably abai-ed, by no*, m moat 
of the ruler ant oirolee high and low. But stmj while the 
heed for* mnotony loots, its hronide effects on- the non- 
belligerent nations ' morale could he considerably counter- 
balanced if six mill! on Aiding in thdr miaet had a 
concrete tangible stake in the arena, and not Just in 
the passive sense as victims. 

The writer deed not ly aby means forget that thefrm 
are the various neutrality laws. They exist* aid they must 
be taken into account with the utmost disceraarait. Dis- 
oenaent teaches that the network of *donta* they constitute 
is hath extremely sensitive and extremely elastic * Sweden 
or Italy are net belligerent* but a nucleus with an active 
stake on the Hsnnerheirc line can be imagined in either 
without really clashing against their public sentiment. 

This exmaple is of cow se not meant to be a full analogy 
of the case we are examining in the present paragraphs it 
Is only an illustration of the feature just referred to 
as •elasticity*. On the other hand that network is 
also •sensitive*, very formidably sensitive: and this 

is one of the reasons why a "Jewish army* is a much better 
address XkxmajcSx than a Jewish legion in someone elee’s 
army. The difference ought to be clear without further 
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fcmbr ol dering » bet nay 'become still clearer with the help 
of another illustration by analogy (once again* only a very 
superficial analogy) s "propaganda? , Antl-tf&si propaganda by 
the Allies would he resented even in pro -AX lied countries, 
anti-Sszi propaganda by Jews is regarded natural* An appeal 
to Jews to play a part in the conflict is hound to produce 
a magnetic Too a® of groat powers it would he resented if 
its source were British or STench, hat coming from a purely 
Jewish source it tfould he weighed in a different balance* 

The tragedy of dispersion la* after all* not without sons 

* 

red easting features* inadequate on the whole* hut some tines 
effective. 

But the earnest argument in favour of a Jewish army 
as preferable to Jewish units under other flags is the 
question of numbers and the question of &lan . Any child 
realises that there is a great scarcity of Jewish generals* 
staff-officers, even field officers, and especially KCO'si 
at the outset the Jeileh army will be really Jewish only as to 
rank and file* But this is one of these cases when ft name 
is more essential than material substance* The author, now 
for over £5 years* haw been obstinately engaged in fostering 
what some fools were pleased to describe as Jewish mi Uteri an* 
and in close contact with the type of Jewish youth whose 
mentality responds to the appeal of the bugle (to-day this 
covers practically the nteftfc whole young manhood of the race)* 
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lie can affirm, vith the fullest assurance* that while a 
call 1 o £ join Jewish regiments under an Allied flag would 
attract thousands* whole streets will he emptied in the 
rush for a Jewish army* 

x 

^0 The "Civil* Headcuartera" 

The writer avoids the term "Jewish Government" so as 
mot to complicate his argument by giving pretext for mis- 
understandings; and this reticence produces the irritating 
need for at tempt e to Invent some Ersats- terminology which 
all sound rhetorical and artificial. As a matter of faot 
there should he no room for any mi sunders tending. Mo person 
in his senses could really imagine that a "government" of 
this kind implies, or would claim to Imply, the right to 
give compulsory order a to Jewish cl tl sens of different coun- 
tries over the heads of parliaments* cabinets and police. 
Least of all can such a vision he conjured when there already 
exists a precedent In point* the Polish Government In axils. 
It is not going to issue decrees for the Ibles in Boland 
because they would be massacred If they obeyed; it does not 
claim any compulsory powers over Polish cl ti sens who live 
outside of xbland, not even those In the Allied countries. 

Yet it bears the title “government"* andis a government in a 
sense which is ad Important as anything in this war. If the 
Allies admitted that a statehood destroyed by bestial 
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violence da fee to is mon-«*i*tent in law* it would 
Tit late the very air we breath* A statehood reoosnioed 
*hy the comity of civilised nations cannot cease* it stands* 

So analogy netd ^ in all details* POrtttnately 

for the Polish nation* or for the Csecfc nation by the ««»» 
token* their lot is immensely better than that of the Jews* 
they inhabit the territory for whose freedom they fight* 
mfcile the Jews are in dispersion. But the root of the 
analogy ie sound i it is the principle that a destroyed nation 
is still a nation. 

?0 re-sfcart* at a moment like this* the debate as to 
whether the Jews of Bast 'Central Europe are a nation would 
be futile* JPor the last 80 years no responsible statesman* 
east or west or in-between* ever even thought of that section 
of Jews In any other terms* Whenever events forced them and 
their porblems upon his attention? he knew that therewas one 
official solution - they were some day to form a nation in 
a sort of area called a National Home; he may be sceptical 
himself as to wisdom of that solution* or as to chances of 
Its success* but the official view was that they were* so 
to speak* stuff earmarked to form a nation when iscmtaxs 
(or "if end when*) restored* It would be useless to argue 
with those who deny that this was* roughly* the common 
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approach to the problem. Those who admit the truth cannot 
help admitting that* the moment a Hat of destroyed nation® 
waiting for restoration has been officially drawn up* the 
homeles section of the Jewish people has a fair claim to a 
place on that list, 

Vith regard to the Polish claim* its recognition Is 
expressed in the title "Polish SoTGrnment" . TJlth regard to 
Caccho Slovakia - the official title is "Batiotaal CommUtee*. 

It does not matter whattem sill he selected to deco rilra the 
idea of Sen&tus Popiln aque Israel. Tffhnt matters is the fact 
that there Is a problem of immense importance to the world's 
health and peace* clearly distinct from all other jmrmbwla 
problems* meaning life or death to fire or six million people 
hat affecting the fate of sixteen millions that these men 
and women are approximately just as milling to help in solving 
that problem as any normal nation oan be; and they possess 
& total of moral and material power that can go a long way 
towards that solution and ought to he given a chance to do so. 
All this odnstitutesft In character and magnitude* exactly What 
the dictionary calls a "nation"* with "national" tasks before 
it* If other nations want to help, they oust begin by 
inviting that collectivity to come in and take a seat in the 
council chamber* to discuss aims and ways and means* This is 
the only meaning of "Jewish government* with which one is 
concerned at the moment! a "headquarters** a "leadership". 
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an “executive*, a “presidency* entitled to negotiate «nd to 
cooperate P not ae petitioners but as part nears, 

Tfc* writer does not loose sight of an obstacle whose 
obstructing force is as formidable ae its moral value is 
negligible* its name is snobbery* There is a certain men* 
tality Ware to feel shocked and angered* as Toar unheard of 
^ iipertineneejfi by the suggestion that Jens are no longer 
content with the rdle of petition ere and pretend to he fit 
for the dignity of peers. The battle against this kind of 

snobbery will hare some day to be fought* so perhaps this 

will be the proper time. First of all* it is extremely 

unfair to forget who is the major stiff erer in the whole drama. 

But- even apart from that aspect which the mentality Just 

fcentioned may fail to see* the snobbery ikslsXJi itself is 

overwhelmingly devoid of any shred of Justification, There 
■ 

is no need to make of it a contest of abstract superiorities* 
to remind the opponent who wrote the Bible and be confounded 
by the question where 1 b your Shakespeare, There are peoples 
innocent of either yet eminently fitted for partnership in 
statecraft* and this (referring to present fitness, not to 
"Innocence* of pact records) is exactly the Jews' unquestionable 
caee, Xt would be strange for any ration to claim, on behalf 
of its leading strata* as compared to those of the Jewish people* 
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any marked superiority in brains, in learning, in statesman* 
ship and stats oraanlike experience, or in colonising genius, 
to say nothing of the readiness and ability to back ideas with 
sound finance. There Is ao tam i B asserting superiority share 
, and rej acting pretences that have no reasonable back- 
ground* thus it would only be right to reject a claim to a 
-Jewish- seat on the Allies General Staff {if presented), 
for this is a field where we are only learners. On a plane 
where we hare not more to learn than to teach such obstruction 
would be just a case of cheap and empty snobbery, and a handicap 
to the success of the common cause* It Mist be resisted with 
all the force® not only of reason but of scorn it deserves* When 
overcome, it will probably be discovered to have been the only 
serious obstacle to a step so obviously sensible and useful as the 
recognition of a supreme organ of world Jewry as a full partner 
in building up the world of peace* 

x 

e) The State 

The whole book has been devoted to this subject; here 
it will be enough simply to recapitulate the main points of 
the argument* 

The Jewish state is a true and proper war aim* Without 
it, the ulcer that breeds Surope * e trouble cannot be cured* fur 
without it there can be no adequate emigration of the millions 
whose old homes are irretrievably condemned by the force of 
reality; end without that, no equality; and without this, no 


peace* 
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there suet be an organ of International authority 
devoting itself, from now on, to the study of this {trofelea, 

““ th * preparation of the echeae, or the sohenee, to ha 
laid before the future peace conference. If that organ le the 
Intergovernmental Cpealttee on Refugees, it mist he rebuilt 
and reinforced in agreement with Jewioh authoritiee, end iastruo- 
ted to drop the patchwork hualnese and concentrate on the 
Jewish State problem* 

There e an "be no preliminary limitation as to the various 
projects that body shall hare to examine before it make* its 
choice. It shall he instructed to investigate any plan pye- 
senting, prime, facie, the essential features of eamsstnese: 
if necessary, all the corners of -what we call the Sata Morgana 
land* But the first item on its agenda must be to investigate 
the Palestine plan.:'! This is a fair pro poaal* excluding nothing 
atcept any attempt to steal a march, cither way* 

It will he for the Jewish factor, in debate or in reality, 
to prove what is, after all* not difficult to prove* that 
the Palestine plea, ?ith allits drawbacks* is the only one-' 
apart from all other considerations - that is practicable* 
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A) The Covenant of Equality 
Should the Jewish por bless by some miracle* entirely 
di s&ppear from Europe’s surface* it will still probably 


requre a couple of generations to establish real equality 
of right a between members of different ethnical groups 


snaring ttie aane territories. Thare «as * time *ben peo S l« 
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.^national treaty* imposing 


on a majority the obligation to abstain from harming a 
minority* wlllnot be worth the price of tie printers ink 
spent on its reproduction if it can be disregarded with 
impunity; as it can everywhere * under the international 

regime prevailing to -day* 

The writer does not suggest that minorities are . 
being: harmed everywhere* On the contrary* he has made it very 
clear tha& he considers the condition of some minorities 
(the Scotch in England* the French Canadians in Ontario* etc) 
an entirely satisfactory condition? and that he Is sure the 
Jews in a Jewish Idlest ins vrtllbe able to create as satisfac- 
tory a condition for tie Arab minority if the Arabs choose 
to stay* To treat a minority decently is an achievement In 
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which sc©© nations in some countries succeed while other 
nations in other countries Sail* History, sociology, psycho- 
logy or perhaps paychbatiy will some day discover why there 
should he such a difference; it is enough for our to-day 1 a 
purpose to remember that it exists, and that East-Central 
Europe* even without Jews, is not among the areas where the 
miracle can work undoes it can be enforced by some ever- pre sent 
and tangible threat of supreme compulsion. 

Unlimited severe! gnty of nations will have to go over- 
board, at least in Europe, if the world expects to live* States- 
men seem to he realising it gradually # arid there ia much less 
opposition to this theory then might have been expected; though 
it may allbecome different when it cornea to the practice* Yet 
there still lingers In most minds a schoolboy! eh illusion that 
only in international affairs need sovereignty be qualified by 
certain concession; "internal 11 sovereignty <?au be left undis- 
turbed without any danger for the neighbours. Translated into 
the language of experience, it means that as long as.Hazism was 
"only" preached and practised in Germany, there was no real 
danger for her neighbour bs a piece of nonsense. The circle 
of any nation*® "internal" matters which really do not affect 
other nations is a veby na.ro ow circle* and it is getting ever 
more narrow day by day; perhaps there is by now nothing even 
^ e ft 0 f it* Nobody suggest that the abstract logical o<aa elusion 
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ahoul* be ^forced to the Mf fl0 that everything in Greece ' 
should be everybody^ business in Ibrtugai and vice-wer**. But 
the division of matters, fr on the point of view of jautusl 
safety, into external and internal is a schoolboy 1 # concept. 

If your ne labour 1 a drains are bad it is your concern , and 
yon must base the right to call in the police. 

How the world will settle this delicate problem is not 
the subject of this book* but as the main obsession of all 

4 

Is* to-day f to avoid the next war* it is not unreasonable to 
assume that some device will be found to keep under joint 
neighbourly control such of the rt ±ra natters as have a 
more or less direct and tangible bearing on the danger of war* 
Uor is the world likely to f argot that supervision without a 
threat of coercion does not work* There willbs devices for 
supervision? and there wlllbe devices for Immediate* quick 
and probably very painful coercion in esse of default. ?or 
instance? if there wlllbe demilitarised zones, and if the 
owner of one of them will try to rearm it by surprise, his 
action will probably be treated as casus belli and answered 
by some kind of armed occupation* cr worse. This is not an 
attempt to guess how the terms of the future Covenant will 
look? This is only meant to emphasi ze the assurance that the 
present storm will not be allowed to subside without having 
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led to the establishment of sane absolutely practical, 
efficient, and automatic machinery for knocking out anyone 

*° « tarts laying a powder trail -before be bse bad tins to 

oarry it much farther* 

And the writer thinks that among those "Internal" 
matters that have a direct and tangible bearing on war danger, 
treatment of ethnical or religious minorities is in the first 
rank* A hundred yars of Suroppas history have prosed It# 

There can bo no claim of eoversigsty to cower a broach of the 
covenant of equality x any step in that direction it the tame 
as starting the powder trail? the machinery mutt be set in 
motion and the culprit knocked out# 

To have such great power, the covenant of equality must 
fulfil two conditions among others ? it meet be terribly 
solemn, and it must be fully and carefully reasonable* 
"Solemn* means that there can be no equal-rights 
"clauses" pr "paragraphs" inserted into treaties dealing with 
seventy seven other matters# Xone of those other matters 
can have one tenth of the monstrous poison force of the 
tninoritiee matter; no chapter defiling with the forker, one 
tenth of the colossal prophylactic impotence of provisions 
affecting the 3a t ter. Jffor is there, among all problems of 
international or "internal" statecraft, any eo complicated. 
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any that require a such attention to detail and such pene- 
tration of foresight as this* There must he a special 
session of the peace conference entirely devoted to this 
problem; and a separate Covenant of Equality. 

But the Covenant wuat also he ’reasonable** A law 
Is unreasonable if it prescribes things ordinary human nature 
earuiot stand , or disregards conditions which* despite the best 
average will of the average obedient cltisen# renders it 
exceedingly difficult for him to obey. Eqi^lity cannot be 
enforced where a by the nature of thing , it Is bound to degsne*- 
rate into its opposite. This aspect of the problem could easily 
be illustrated by marshalling stories taken from a do sen of 
countries between East Central Europe snd South Africa* but 
In order to avoid parading real offenders it is better to. 
stage an imaginary picture* Ruri tenia is inhabited by two 
raceB. Tim broadheads, the is&Jorltyrace* are decent people 
but slow-witted* the longheads* the 20 per cent minority* are 
equally decent but very quick in the uptake. She principle 
of equal ri^its is unimpeachably respected throughout the 
co-antry. In -very ™lk of public life end MY **Iki <* Pi- 
rate life. Among its other application*. M-Ungu*l candidatee 
we preferred for moat government or rruniciral office*, fha 
hroadteade are painstaking learners Vnt unable to talk 
properly anything but Broadband) the longheads are excellent 



V m 30 
{CH. XX) 

liguists* On the strict basis of equal opportunity and the be st 
man vina reagrdleas of facial angles* it is invariably the 
longhead candidate/ who takes the honours* The result* after 
23 years of that regime, is that 75 per cent of the ha at jobs in 
government or townhalls employ has been captured hy longheads l 
practically the same in trade and the professions. The broad- 
heads aeki is that fair? Should people shorn God has refused 
the gift of tongues he penalised? Should there not he some 
kind of proportionality in the enjojn&ent of equal rights? 

A xeau as^tieeVxxx reasonable Covenant will take this 
Into account* "Equal opportunity and the best man wine* does 
not aoTer the whole problem of equal rights; it has perhaps 
even, very little to do eith the real eesenoe of that problem* 
whose extremely complicated nature is exactly the chief reason 
why it is absurd - even on paper - to try and solve it by insert- 
ing a few paragraphs into an instrument dealing with something 
also, dock eye, to he really equal to one another in a race, are 
weighed and weighed; golfers get varying handicaps, 

A convenant of equality must see to it that, while the twenty 
longheads get their full twenty loaves* not nineteen, the 
fcroadhesds get their ei^ity rations and not seventy nine. 

•Whether such a Covenant* however perfect, can *ark the 
trick and produce a condition satisfactory enough to prevent 

friction. 1. a <J»<W »“i°» onXy «" B “* 
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people doubt it# a ad believe that the only real solution 
* 

of the jainoritieo problem is a redistribution of the races 
over the surface of the earth# i.e# the mass evacuation of 
all scattered minorities. This may he an exaggeration. 
There are minorities which# though cut off fron their 
ethnical mainland# still for® mono^ethnical ^islands*# cools* 
ves, at least villages of their own# so that .it La# so to 
epeair, only an the market-day that they have to rub 
shoulders with the toajority people. Or there may he oases 
where both race 3 are somehow more or less congenial# good 
mixers mutually# so that by leaving them alone and giving the 
time they might he helped to intermarry* or simply to 
forget allahout it. The covenant must foresee all that 
can he foreseen# and time will show. 

But the Covenant must he reasonable, and its 
authors cannot expect the impossible to happens in parti- 
cular# they cannot expect Jewish equality in Eaet-Santrol 
Europe to be anything but a lie unless their colleagues# 
the other statesmen at the other cession of the peace 
conference# establish the Jewish State. 



